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Centennial  Anniversary  of  Seneca 

County. 


The  Centennirtl  Annivorsary  of  tlie 
forinatiou  of  Seneca  County  was  ob- 
served b}'  the  Sonoca  Falls  llisterical 
Society  at  a lueeling  in  the  Wesleyan 
Methodist  church  on  Monday  evening, 
March  21st,  1904.  Ilarri.son  Chamber- 
lain, presiilent  of  the  Society,  presided 
and  made  the  following  address,  after 
which  he  read  Hon.  Diedricli  Willers 
historical  sketch  of  the  formation  of 
the  county: 

Ani)RK.sS  TiY  IIAKKI.SON  CII AMHKULAIN. 

'I’o  build  up  a commonwealth  is  a 
noble  einleavor.  To  lay  the  foumla- 
tion.s  deep  and  strong,  so  joining  com- 
munities ami  counties  together  that 
the  structure  will  b(<  liarmouious  and 
serve  the  public  gooii  is  a ta«k  .so  patri- 
otic, wise  and  grami  tliat  it  confers  on 
all  taking  a part  in  it  an  imp(‘ri.sl:able 
glory. 

The  formation  of  Seneca  county  was 
in  line  of  .State-building,  of  readjust 
ing  conditions  the  better  to  meet  the 
needs  of  an  increasitig  population.  And 
bow  well  this  adjustment  was  made  is 
evidenced  by  the  fact  that  we  are  as- 
sernbleti  here  to-day  to  commemorate 
its  centennial  anniversary,  and  draw 
iusidration  from  the  lives  of  those  who 
wrought  it. 

I want  to  speak  for  a few  moments 
of  the  men  of  1804.  On  this  occasion 
they  deserve  our  meed  of  praise.  They 
were  of  a sturdy,  heroic  race,  coming 
here,  influenced  by  not  the  Spanish 
greed  for  gain,  not  to  ravage  the  coun- 
try of  its  wealth  and  leave  it  despoiled 
and  barren.  Rather  they  came  to  give 
of  themselves,  to  build  up  homes,  to 


cultivate  the  soil  and  utilize  the  fore.sts 
an<i  enrich  the  land  by  their  skill  and 
energy.  They  wore  builder.s  of  settle- 
ments, able  to  conceive  and  execute 
great  enterprises,  shrinking  from  no 
hardships  and  fearing  no  dangers. 
Simple  in  habits  ami  wanting  maybe 
the  .social  polish  of  to-day  they  pos- 
sessed elements  that  im[)Hrted  to  them 
.strong  per.sonality.  They  stood  fore- 
mo.st  in  their  place,  impressing  those 
about  them  witii  their  strong,  manly 
qualities.  They  were  looked  up  to  and 
their  opiniou.s  went  unque.stioned;  their 
advice  was  sought  and  confiiientl^’  fol- 
lowed. Exact  in  tht-ir  idr-as  of  life 
their  conceptions  of  duty  were  as  pre- 
cise as  their  [iracticeof  it  was  rigid 
ami  sr-vere.  The  home  had  its  rules 
ami  though  these  were  strict  and  un- 
yielding lt)(>y  were  cheerfully  complied 
witli.  In  social  and  business  relations 
there  was  a like  preci.senoss  of  upright- 
ness and  intt'gritv  expected  and  de- 
manded of  all.  .Mingling  with  and 
.S'lftening  these  features  was  a kind 
ami  generous  disposition.  It  would  be 
dillicult  to  find  examples  of  kind  and 
unselfish  deeds  to  n'ateli  the  generon.s 
and  leady  service  that  the  early  settler 
■was  quick  to  extend  to  his  neighbor. 
If  one  were  in  distress  for  food  the  fact 
was  known  and  the  best  of  the  most 
fortunate  was  poured  out.  If  a bouse 
or  barn  were  to  be  raised  the  neigh- 
bors laid  aside  tlieir  work  and  came 
to  the  raising.  If  the  bay  or  grain 
were  to  be  cut  and  garnered  and  the 
farmer  for  any  rea.son  was  unable  to  do 
It  those  in  the  vicinity  came  eenerons 
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ly  to  his  assistance.  Everyone  felt  iu 
close  touch  -with  his  neighbor,  though 
miles  might  .separate  their  homes,  felt 
a keen  sense  of  dependence  and  was 
moved  by  a common  synip.ithy  that 
drew  families  together  and  cieated  a 
common  brotherhood. 

The  men  of  1804  were  of  strong  con- 
viction and  pur|iose.  Indeed  there 
was  no  place  in  the  cmiditions  of  life 
for  the  weakling  and  vacillating  In 
the  mode  of  training  theytning,  consti- 
tutional defects  were  largely  elimi- 
nated. The  tasks  imposed  cieated 
strong  bodies  and  hardened  ninscle, 
the  re.spon.sibility  imparted  confidence 
and  courage,  nourished  a strong  mental 
tibre  end  fitted  the  young  to  take  their 
station  in  life.  In  this  regimen  theie 
was  a Spartan  spirit,  seeking  the  liesi 
and  strongest  in  character  .\tid  as 
you  read  of  the  men  ..f  ISOl  in  this 
light  you  see  in  the  circiiiii'-tances  .sur- 
rounding them  the  forces  of  denial  and 
sacrifice  that  made  them  Mrong  of 
mind  and  will  and  enabled  them  to 
achieve  great  deeds. 

In  the  distant  view  there  is  a beauty 
that  is  apt  to  disappear  upon  closer  ap- 
proach. Are  we  ascriiiing  virtues  to 
the  men  of  1804  that  they  di<l  not  pos- 
se8.s?  Have  their  deed.s  hy  an  inverse 
rule  enlarged  as  we  recede  from  them? 
We  think  not.  The  judgement  of  his- 
tory has  confirmed  their  worth.  Faults 


thev  had,  but  virtues  greater  and  more 
enduring.  In  their  veins  flowed  the 
blood  of  the  Fnritan,  of  the  Dnioh  and 
Huguenot,  a slrain  of  the  most  aggies- 
sive  in  thought  and  action,  iinluied 
with  a love  for  freedom  and  emphasized 
by  an  ancestry  tliat  had  hat  Med  for 
more  than  two  centuries  for  coinscience 
and  liberty.  Here  they  came  from 
the  fiehls  of  New  England,  from  Illan- 
ba'taii  i.slaiid  and  the  Keystone  Stale, 
drawn  mit  more  hy  oiir  fertile  .soils 
than  l)v  the  liberal  policy  of  the  State 
that  olTered  seltlers  tlio  greatest  fiee 
dom  aiul  in.-tterial  advanlages.  Here 
was  the  first  West;  bere  the  first  field 
of  action  ami  enterprise;  here  was  a 
libel  ly  as.siici.iteil  willl  tbe  finest  op- 
poiluiiity  of  a<'(|niring  an  ainjile  and 
imlepemieiit  (ortnne.  lleielbey  lived 
and  toll. ’ll;  here  they  |ibin(eii  free  in- 
stitutions ami  l.aiil  t he  foundation  of  a 
com nioiia eal! h that  in  three  genera- 
tions has  tna.de  the  Slati'  of  New  York 
rank  the  first  in  tin*  Union. 

Men  of  1804!  We  p.iy  you  honor! 
We  wreath  a garlami  for  you. 

•‘As  wo  wslk  to  .lay  llio  halls  of  story, 
piiiup's  of  tho  oMen 
>ntl  vnu'f's.  from  an<’it‘nt  trif'ry. 

That  ctmriii  iis  Iiko  a.  silver  i-hiiiM\ 

Tlirt  4»1'1  hikI  pew  jttin  iovjni?  hands, 

'i’he  past  the  present  stands; 

The  ates  mve  each  other  trreet 

.\nd  years  r'^cah  their  otil  renown, 

Their  of  cJiivnlry  reiwatiiiir. 

That  won  fur  them  tlieir  golden  crown.” 


County. 


An  Historscal  Address  by  Hon.  Diedrich  Willers  of  Varick,  N.  Y. 


“Oiir  Fathrr'H  floil.  from  out  whos“  band. 

The  crntiii  ies  full  like  t'r.ains  of  sand. 

We  meet  lotlay . unia'd,  free, 

And  loyal  lo  fair  Ijind  and  Thee, 

To  tin  Ilk  TIee  for  ibe  eia  dole-. 

And  trust  Tlioc  for  Ibe  openiujf  cue." 

Mit.  I’m-.'IIlK.NT,  IiAIllKS  A.Ml  <ii:NTI.E- 
Mt  N: — We  liave  a--.'-eliibl«'il  here  (liluler 
the  au.--picis  of  itie  Seneca  I’alls  His- 
torical suciily)  to  COUllnemotllle  llie 
one  hull'll e.llli  .iiiiii  vei  'ary  .of  the  otii- 
Clal  oi gaiiiz'ilion  of  t!ie  coiinly  of  Sene- 
ca from  teirilory  of  Cayuga  coimlv, 
to  lake  a retrospective  survey  of  the 
century  past,  and  to  seek  therefrom, 
le.ssons  for  guidance  in  the  future 

Tbe  consideraMoii  of  a subject,  so 
vast  and  far  reaching  as  this  hi-tni'ical 
leview,  covering  iiii  eiitiie  ceiitury, 
within  the  time  allotted  to  me,  f ills 
for  only  a general  statement  'iiul  avoid- 
ing of  detail  lelaling  to  the  .several 
towns. 

'I’he  first  white  men  to  jieuetrate  the 
wilderness  region,  coiered  by  this 
County,  weie  uiis«ionarie.v,  prompted 
by  no  sordid  motiies,  but  •■olely  \iiih 
self-saci  ilicing  zeal,  to  labor  for  tile 
spiritual  weif.iie  of  the  Indians.  Of 
these,  the  eat  best  were. Jesuit  iiii'sioi;- 
aiie.s,  u bo  III  Mill  period  Ki.'iti  to  1(!.S4 
eslabli-bed  mis.sion  si. ilions  among  tbe 
(Cayuga  tialiou  of  Imh.ins — one  calleil 
St.  .‘•'U-pben  at  tbe  Indian  village  f'l'io- 
hel'o)  situate  nii  the  east  side  of  C.iy- 
Uga  outlet  (.■'eiieea  liver),  a ■•liorl  Ul'- 
tiince  from  tbe  norIb  end  <>f  ('aviiga 
lake,  iiiid  iiiiotlier  one  at  St  IJene 
(Oliont.iiel,  Iiear  tbe  pie.-ent  village  nf 
Savalllnib,  in  the  bounds  of  the  old 
toe  n ol  (edeii,  and  near  the  lioilh  lii.e 
of  the  pre'cnl  eoniily  <d  Seaee a 'i  be 
niiiii--l  I at  ioiis  id  tlnee  mi- -ionai  ies  ex- 
tended al-o  to  the  Imllans  resiiliiig  on 
bolli  sidi  s of  (’atnga  lake  ami  to  Ibe 
Seneea  tribe  of  Indians  fnitbei  west. 

'I’be  lie.  oteil  .Moraviaii  lids' ional  irs, 
Hisbop  CainnierindT  and  ifev.  llavid 
Zeisbeiger,  vi.siied  the  Onond.igas  and 
also  the  Cayiigas  at  the  principal  town 
of  the  latter,  near  Union  Springs,  on 
he  east  side  of  Cayuga  lake,  which 


they  crossed  and  then  passed  on  foot 
over  the  territory  of  this  county  in 
IT.'iO,  ii|)on  a spiritual  mission  to  the 
Seneca  indians — returning  by  thesame 
route  after  a short  absence.  Rev. 
.^.iiiiiiel  Kirkland,  who  served  as  a mis- 
sionary lo  iliO  Seneca  Indians  at  Kana- 
de-egi  ineir  (Jenevai  in  lT6-'i-66,  pass- 
ed ui)  Seiieca  river  in  a hatttaux,  across 
this  county.  In  his  ministrations  to 
the  Senecas  he  sometimes  also  visited 
the  east  side  of  Seneca  lake. 

A few  trader.s  vilh  the  Indians  were 
(il'O  early  vi>-itors  lietweeii  the  Cayuga 
and  Seneca  lakes  prior  to  the  American 
revolution.  'I'he  military  expedition 
of  (ieiieral  John  Sullivan,  in  1779,  dur- 
ing 11  trying  period  of  the  Revoliilion- 
ary  war,  to  chastise  the  hostile  IndiaD.s 
of  Western  New  York,  proved  to  be  of 
great  importance  to  this  locality.  We 
need  not  recount  in  detail  tbe  onward 
march  i,{  the  e.xpedition,  or  its  several 
moveiijeiiis  from  Ea-'lon.  Uei'tsyl  vania. 

Ue.iving  Elmira  ( Kaiiawaholia)  after 
a decisive  battle  with  the  Indians,  the 
army  reached  the  east  .side  of  .Seneca 
lake,  in  the  present  town  of  Hector, 
Septenibi-r  3d,  and  continued  to  march 
northward,  destioving  the  Indian  vil- 
lage of  K'eiid.iia  September  oth,  and 
n-s'  iiiiig  Uiike  .Swetlaiid,  who  had  re- 
.'idi'd  there  a vear  as  an  Indian  ta|)tive. 
f 'out lulling  its  iiiHrch,  the  command 
leached  and  forded  the  outlet  of  Seneca 
hake  at  its  norlhea.st  Corner  and  arrived 
at  K iii  idevi  git  (near  (leneva)  on  the 
7ih  o!  Septeinbei  'I  tie  I'xpediiion  then 
advanced  lliloiigh  the  SeiieCa  Indian 
teriitoiy  lo  the  (ieiiesee  river,  carrying 
d'sl  1 ui-i ion  ill  Its  path,  and  returned  to 
(ieiieva  by  Septem ber  1 9i h The  main 
.iriiiy  began  Us  return  march  south- 
waid,  .Si-gteio  i«  r 20th,  up.vn  the  east 
si'le  of  S.’iieca  lake.  Oil  the  Same  day 
deiiichmerits  under  Col.  William  Butler 
and  Col.  Reter  Oausevoort  iiiaiched 
easlvv'ird  on  the  norih  .side  of  .Seneca 
river,  completing  the  destruction  of 
the  Indian  village  of  Skoiyase,  upon 
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le  site  of  the  present  \'illa»eof  Water- 
o (vvhicli  ba(i  already  been  visited 
id  partly  destroyeii  on  September  8th 
y a detaclimeut  under  command  of 
1)1  John  Harper),  and  encamped 
here  for  the  night.  Rt'sumin';  their 
arch  on  tlie  nest  day,  the  detaeh- 
ents  n'arcbed  across  the  locality  of 
e present  town  of  Seneca  F'alls,to  the 
itlet  of  Cayuga  lake,  a short  distance 
irth  from  the  lake  and  near  the  Indian 
llage  of  Tiohero  (St  Stephen)  on  the 
ist  .side.  Fording  the  outlet,  the  com 
and  of  Col.  Gausevoort  proceeded  to 
jibauy  and  Col  Butler  marched  up 
le  east  shore  of  Cayuga  lake,  de- 
roying  several  Indian  villages  and 
'oceeding  to  Elrnirn,  rejoined  the 
air.  army  near  there,  ou  September 
1th. 

: Ou  September  21st,  Col.  Henry  Dear- 
■)rn  with  a lietachment  of  200  men, 
’ter  leaving  the  main  army,  marched 
.TOSS  Fayette  to  Cayuga  lake  and  de- 
roved  three  Indian  villages  on  the 
est  shore  of  Cayuga  lake,  near  Ca- 
3ga,  aad  proceeded  south  along  the 
est  shore,  ile.stroying  several  addi- 
bnal  villages  and  rejoined  llie  main 
:my  near  Elmira,  on  September  2Gth. 
The  chasti.sement  of  the  hostile  In- 
ians  was  indeed  severe,  but  paved  the 
ay  to  peace  and  to  the  relinquish- 
lent  of  their  lands  and  their  occupa- 
on  by  early  settlers. 

General  Sullivan  and  his  army  were 
inch  surprised  to  limi  on  all  sides  evi- 
euces  of  gnat  fertility  of  soil  and 
eauiy  of  location, in  the  lake  region  of 
Western  New  York,  in  which  are  found 
he  “Finger  lakes”  so  calle<i. 

In  their  devastating  march  through 
10  Indian  country  large  quantities  of 
nrn,  beans,  melons,  etc.,  were  either 
ionsumed  or  destroyed;  also  an  abund- 
nce  of  apples,  plums  and  peaches. 

The  soldiers  on  thoir  return  home, 
ave  glowing  accounts  of  the  “Lake 
egiou,”  which  soon  after  became 
mown  as  the  “Genesee  country,”  and 
ome  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  this 
ounly  were  soldiers  who  had  marched 
ith  the  army  across  this  locality  in 
1 779. 

, Elkauah  Watson  of  Albany,  N.  Y . 
j.'bo  was  interested  in  lands  in  this 
.icality,  and  who  made  a trip  herein 
•eptember,  1791,  in  writing  of  the 
Jake  country,  said;  “The  map  of  the 


world  does  not  e.vhihit.  in  ,mv  c.th.r 
country,  two  lakc.s  equal  in  im.^mtu 
to  the  .Setieca  ami  Caynga.  whi.  har.^ 
so  singularly  and  happily  situ. it. -.J 
What  a theme  for  poets,  i.iiinter», 
pliilosophers  and  traveleis,  for  il  e IhsI 
two  thon.sand  years,  had  they  been 
found  in  Italyl  In  general,  tlie  conn- 
try  lying  between  the.se  beautiful 
lakes, rises  gradually  in  symmetry  from 
tlie  opposite  shores  toward  tlie  center, 
producing  a plea.sing  elTect.  Whenever 
it  reaches  a cultivated  state,  by  the 
vigorous  arm  of  freemen,  it  will  become 
the  ’Paradise  of  America.’”  The  poet, 
James  G.  Percival,  has  written  of  the 
beauties  of  Seneca  lake,  and  a member 
of  Your  Historical  society, has  written  a 
“.'kouiiet  to  Lake  Cayuga.” 

Oiir  narrative  of  events  cannot,  how- 
ever, be  confined  to  the  exact  limits  of 
a century,  but  it  must  relate  back  to 
the  first  permanent  settlements  in  this 
county,  fifteen  to  seventeen  years  prior 
to  its  official  organization. 

It  is  indeed  fitting  that  onr  meeting 
to-night  should  be  held  in  the  town 
in  which  the  fir.st  location  and  the  first 
settlement  in  this  county  wore  made  in 
1787. 

When  this  fir.st  location  was  made, our 
territory  was  still  a part  of  .Montgom- 
ery county,  and  then  passing  through 
three  changes  in  a decade,  the  county 
of  Herkimer  followed  in  1791,  Onon- 
daga in  1794.  and  then  our  immediate 
parent  — (Jaynga  county — was  organ- 
ized in  W 1799,  a county  which  still 
retained  a large  area. 

The  position  of  Seneca  county,  as 
will  be  s(’en  upon  the  State  map,  is  a 
[leculiar  one — tlie  lakes,  Seneca  and 
Cayuga,  bordering  its  west  and  east 
shores,  with  the  Seneca  river  running 
acro.ss  the  county  from  lako  to  hiko, 
forms  a part  of  it,  into  a peninsular 
shape. 

The  county  S(‘at  of  Cayngn  county 
for  a number  of  years  after  1799 
was  .somewhat  fluctuating,  hut  in  order 
to  reach  either,  Cayuga  village,  on  the 
east  shore  of  Cayuga  lake,  or  Aurora, 
on  the  same  side,  in  which  villages 
the  county  bu.siness  was  transacted, 
the  waters  of  Cayuga  lake  must  he 
crossed,  and  although,  after  1800,  th-* 
Cayuga  bridge,  near  the  north  end  of 
the  lake,  one  mile  and  eight  rod.s  in 
length,  connected  the  present  territory 
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, f county  willi  Caynga  village, 

^ vdltgc  of  Anroni  could  only  be 
r,  . I.eii  oy  small  boats  propelled  by 
...ir'iiieii  or  by  small  sailing  ve.ssels,  or, 
iiid-ed,  by  a circnUonsovei land  route. 

The  (li'llicult  communication  with 
Cavng  i comity,  with  county  seal  rival- 
ries and  the  amhition  of  “local  states 
men,”  were  doubtless  prominent  causes 
for  the  organization  of  the  county  of 
.Seneca.  When  the  question  of  the  for- 
mation of  a new  county  was  first 
agitated  in  1802  several  projects  were 
discns.sed.  One  of  these  was  for  a 
division  of  Caynga  county  east  and 
west,  by  a line  commencing  at  Seneca 
lake  and  running  east  on  the  line  be- 
tween Romulus  and  Ovid,  crossing 
Cavnga  lake  and  the  military  town- 
.shi[)s  of  .Scipio  and  Semproniii.s,  to  the 
county  of  Onondaga.  'I’he  territory 
north  of  this  line  and  continuing  tlie 
entire  width  of  Cayuga  county  to  Lake 
Ontario,  to  constitute  one  county 
(donl)tless  to  remain  as  Ca3'iiga  coun- 
ty), and  that  p.irl  of  the  territoi’}’  of 
Caynga  comity  as  then  constituted, 
lying  south  of  the  above  line  to  consti- 
tute another  county,  probably  the  now 
one.  It  is  said,  that  bad  C.ayuga  coun- 
ty beoQ  divided  by  an  east  and  west 
lino  as  above,  th  it  the  county  seat  of 
tile  north  comity  would  have  been  es- 
tablished at  Caynga  bridge  and  of  the 
south  county  at  Itliaca,  in  the  town  of 
Ulysses. 

A second  jiroject  was  fora  north  and 
south  divi.sion,  .substantially  tiio  same 
as  the  one  adopted  by  the  Legislature  in 
1804  ill  tlie  foruialion  of  Seneca  comity. 

Still  another  project  is  indicatr-d  in  a 
petition  presented  to  the  As.sembly  by 
William  Poweli  and  otliers  of  Ontario 
conntj',  praying  that  a part  of  Ontario 
comity  and  a p.irl  of  Caynga  comity  bo 
formed  into  a new  county.  'I'lie  As- 
sembly Journal  does  not  show  the  pre- 
cise plan,  hut  it  probably  contemplated 
llio  erection  of  a now  county  by  a 
north  .and  south  division  of  Caynga, 
and  tbo  annexation  of  Geneva  and 
vicinity  tlioreto. 

The  question  of  dividing  Caynga 
county  was  brought  before  the  Htate 
U’gishitnre  of  1803,  when  petitions  in 
f iviir  theieof  were  presented  to  the 
■''t  ile  .Senate,  and  on  March  ICth  of 
•'b.tt  year,  Senator  Lemuel  Chipmau  of 
Courio  county,  brought  in  a bill  to 


give  effect  to  Ibeprayerof  the  iiotition- 
ers.  The  bill  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted to  the  com  mittee  of  the  whole, 
but  no  further  action  was  taken  there- 
on by  the  legislature  in  that  year.  In 
1804.  however,  the  divi.sion  question  took 
active  form  and  a nnmlier  of  petitions 
favoring  tlie  several  projects,  and  sev- 
eral lemonstrance.-.  were  introduced  in 
botli  lionses  of  the  Legislature. 

Dr.  .Silas  Halsey,  a resident  in  the 
bounds  of  the  present  town  of  Lo.li, 
llien  Ovid,  iiad,  wliile  a resident  there, 
been  elected  to  the  Stale  Li'gi.slature, 
as  a Member  of  Assembly  from  Onon- 
daga comity  for  the  years  1797  and 
l^.iS,  and  again  represented  Cayng.a 
c.iunty  as  its  fir.st  Mmnber  of  Assenilily 
in  1800  and  was  continued  in  1801, 
1803  and  1804  from  that  comity. 

During  ibis  long  term  of  legislative 
service, Doctor  Halsey  had  hecome  well 
verseil  in  legislation  and  had  formed 
mi  extensive  acquaintance  at  .-\lhany, 
so  that  his  elTorts  in  behalf  of  the  new 
comity  vveie  of  great  value  to  the 
friends  of  that  project,  although  Cay 
uga  ill  1803-4  had  tiiree  .Memtier.s  of 
Assembly,  of  whom  two  re.sided  east  of 
Cavuga  lake. 

.Joseph  Annin,  a resident  in  the  pres- 
ent territory  of  Cayiig.i  comitv,  was 
one  of  the  .Senators  from  the  W’l-siern 
district  of  this  St.ile,  and  the  imme- 
diate representative  of  Cayuga  county 
ill  the  .State  Senate  in  1803-4. 

It  is  not  positively  known  whether 
Assemblyman  Halsey  and  Senator 
Annin  both  favored  the  s.ime  division 
project.  However,  on  February  3 i, 
1804,  wlien  a petition  was  presented  in 
the  Assembly  by  citizens  of  the  town 
of  Hector,  praying  that  the  territory 
situate  between  C.iyiiga  and  Seneca 
lakes,  etc  , be  erected  into  a new  coun- 
ty. It  was  referred  to  a .-pecial  com- 
mittee of  five,  of  which  Dr.  Halsey’ 
wa."  named  chairman. 

On  February  27th  of  the  same  year. 
Dr.  Halsey  intro.diiceil  “an  act  to  divide 
the  county  of  Cayng.i  and  for  other 
purposes,”  which  was  I’e.ni  twice  and 
referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole. 
On  .March  7th  tlie  tiii!  was  favorably 
considered,  and  on  March  9th  referred 
to  a select  committee  of  which  Dr. 
Halsey  was  chairmati  to  report  com- 
plete. He  reported  back  the  bill  with 
ainendineuts,  which  were  agreed  to, 
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and  on  March  10th  it  passed  ilie  As- 
scinhiy.  The  Senate,  aflt-r  coiisidera- 
tiou,  passed  the  Assenihly  hill  willioul 
aioeniJiuent  on  Marcli  21st,  and  it  le- 
ceived  the  appioval^tiovernor  (leors;e 
Clinton  on  March  24th,  1804.  and  ha- 
came  a law  on  that  day.  'I'he  name 
“Seneca"  given  to  the  new  county— as 
well  as  the  name  of  Seneca  lake  and 
Seneca  river — is  derived  Irom  the  Sene- 
ca nation  of  Indians,  the  strongest  and 
most  warlike  tribe  of  the  Six  Nations 
dT  Iroquois  Indians. 

The  exact  boundary  line  between  the 
lands  of  the  Cayuga  and  Seneca  nations 
of  Indiana  was  not  very  rdosely  de- 
fined, and  as  late  as  December,  1789, 
au  agreement  was  entered  into  with 
this  State,  whereby  tlie  Seneca  nation 
agreed  to  the  old  Pre  emption  line  run- 
ning a little  west  of  Geneva,  and  north 
to  D-ike  Ontario,  as  a boundary  line, 
and  conceding  to  the  Cayn.oas  the 
whole  of  Great  Sodus  bay,  knowu  as 
“Bay  of  the  Cayugas.”  The  whole  of 
Seneca  lake,  however,  belonged  to  the 
Seneca  nation,  and  it  is  said  that  a few 
fishing  villages  on  its  east  side,  near 
its  north  end,  belonged  to  the  same 
nation,  together  with  the  Indian  vil- 
lage of  Iveudaia.  All  the  rest  of  the 
present  Seneca  comity,  it  is  believed, 
belonged  to  the  Cayuga  Indians.  Onr 
county,  therefore,  while  teceiving  the 
name  “Seneca,”  was  really  a part  of 
the  oiigiiial  domain  of  the  Cayugas, 
and  it  was  the  fourth  county  to  be 
named  from  au  Iroquois  tribe — Onon- 
daga. Oneida  and  Cayuga  having  pre- 
ceded it. 

Tlie  county  of  Seneca,  by  the  act  of 
incorporation  of  1804.  embraced  a terri- 
tory described  as  follows:  The  south 
boundary,  begiuiiiug  at  the  head  of 
Seneca  lake,  at  the  southwe.st  corner  of 
the  town  of  Hector — thence  lunning 
east  on  the  south  line  of  the  towns  of 
Hector  and  Ulysses,  to  the  southeast 
coiner  of  the  last  named  town  (the 
whole  of  the  town  of  Ulysses  and  Hec- 
tor being  included  in  Seneca  county — 
and  the  south  boundary  of  Ulysses  e.x- 
teoding  about  4J  miles  south  of  Ithaca) 
The  east  boundary,  being  constituted 
by  the  town  of  Dryden  and  the  center 
of  Cayuga  lake,  and  its  outlet,  to  the 
west  line  of  the  town  of  Brutus,  and 
thence  north  in  the  west  line  of  Brutus 
and  Cato,  and  farther  on  north  to  Lake 


Ontario  the  north  isiim,}  %ry  3 

ing  along  ()iil:ii  io  hike  t«,  il„.  \ ■ ..I 

Ontai  io,  thence  south  along  ihf  ( t:,i  ,ri., 
county  or  new  Pre  empi  ion  inn-  t.i 
.Seneca  lake.  The  liomiliry. 

which  liM.s  been  the  siilijt-ci  of  coi.si  1 
erable  comment  and  coiilioviTsy,  had 
been  already  defined  tii  the  tioiiinbiii,-, 
of  Cayuga  county,  eslalili.-hed  by  the 
Rev’i.sed  Laws  of  18lU,  (and  conlinued 
as  to  Seiiei;a  county  iu  the  Revised 
Laws  of  1813)  —as  hounded  westerly 
by  the  line  called  the  new  Pre-emption 
line,  from  Lake  Ontario  to  Seneca  lake 
and  thence  along  the  west  shore  of 
said  lake  to  the  south  west  corner  of  the 
township  of  Hector. 

After  the  comities  of  Tompkins  and 
Wayne  had  been  erected,  in  part  from 
Seneca  county,  the  Reviseil  Statutes 
passed  in  1817,  describe  the  county 
biimidaries  as  they  now  exist,  as  fol- 
lows: All  that  part  of  the  State  lioiiuded 
on  the  north  by  the  comity  of  Wayne, 
on  the  east  by  the  county  of  Cayuga,  on 
the  south  by  the  county  of  Tompkiiis 
(and  nowin  part  belonging  to  .Sclmyler 
Comity)  and  on  the  west  by  the  west 
shore  of  the  .Seneca  lake,  ami  from  the 
north  end  of  said  lake,  by  the  Pre  enip- 
lioii  line,  as  established  by  law. 

The  territory  of  the  new  comity,  in 
ISO  I,  comprised  lands  in  tile  Military 
tract,  Cayuga  resci  v.il ions  and  the 
Williamson  Compeiisalioii  P.iteiit,  (at 
the  THU  til  end),  situate  in  the  si.x  towns 
of  Ovid,  Roiuiihis.  .Imiius  and  Payette, 
with  Hector  and  Ulysses. 

'i'he  con nty  extended  in  length,  north 
and  smith,  sixty  three  miles  with  an 
aver.age  width  of  eleven  miles  and  au 
area  of  744  square  miles,  or  47ti.lC0 
acres  of  land. 

One  hundred  years  ago,  when  Seneca 
county  was  organized,  its  population 
was  sparse  and  som*-  of  its  territory, 
especially  at  the  e.Ktreme  north  end, 
was  almost  an  mibroken  forest! 

The  Indian  owiiei.ship  of  the  West 
Cayuga  reservation  h id  not  heen  ceded 
aud  relinquished  until  1797,  and  n 
Cayuga  Sachem,  Fish  C.arrier,  was  still 
interested  iu  a reservation  at  Canoga. 
Our  pioneer  settlers,  not  iiifrcipienil y 
met  Indians,  aud  as  late  as  18ii3,  mw 
of  the  early  settlers  iu  t!ie  homid-of 
the  present  town  of  Tyre,  was  murder 
ed  by  an  Indian,  aliboiigb  to  tlii-  cr--.lii 
of  both  pioneers  and  ladi.tus,  it  uj»y 
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• ^ 1.  t!.  It  tb-y  usually  maintained 

I II V r-  iti'Hi'. 

I '..  of  the  (iilgin.il  lerrl- 

, ,x  "i.ichid.  d ill  S couoly  h.v  'he 

!'  - reii-o  of  1800.  was  only  4..)84, 
dulled  as  follows:  Ovid,  iiicluduig 
Ih  clor,  2,109;  Romulus,  1,025;  Fayette, 
im  lmliiig  .luuius  and  the  entire  north 
eml  of  county  to  Lake  Ontario,  863, 
aud  Ulysses  927.  The  town  of  Ovid, 
included  the  center  of  population  of 
this  territory. 

It  is  not  our  purpose,  to  enter  at 
length  into  the  history  of  the  set- 
lleiiieiit  of  the  several  towns,  as  to 
which  there  is  some  dispute,  .as  to 
priority.  As  already  stated,  .‘-Seneca 
Fails  contained  the  eailiest  settle- 
meut  by  Job  Smitli  in  1787,  followed 
by  Lawrence  Van  CUeef  ami  iitbers,^  tn 
1789  Romulus,  Oviil,  Lodi  aud  Wat 
erloo  weio  also  in  wbilH 

the  other  towns  of  the  present  comity, 
followed  within  a few  yeais  later.  The 
town  of  Ulysses,  claims  settlement  in 

1789  and  lleclor  in  1791,  while  the 
towns  of  Galon  and  Wolcott,  which 
formed  a part  of  our  original  county 
(H'lthough  not  yetorgaiiize.l  at  the  time 
of  its  formation),  weie  not  settled  un- 
til ISO')  and  alterw.ird. 

It  has  been  well  said,  “that  the 
fomiders  of  ev(-iy  commurdty,  im[)res.s 
t heir  ch  ir  iclci  i.itics,  which  rcm-iin 
fixed  f.ir  a lo’-.g  [iciiod,  perhaps  per- 
manently.” 

The  early  settlers  of  Seneca  comity 
reiirescnied  German  and  Scotch  Irish 
from  Peiiu.-ylvania,  Holland  Dutch  and 
lai'dish  from  New  .lersey  and  Kastern 
New  York,  Yankees  from  the  New 
England  State.s,  with  a few  persons  of 
foreign  birth.  From  such  an  admix- 
ture. including  many  Revolutionary 
soldiers,  a conservative,  industrious, 
frugal,  and  patriotic  population  has  re- 
sulted. . , 

Usually,  in  the  formation  of  a new 

county,  there  is  a contest,  upon  the  lo- 
cation of  the  county  buildings,  aud  the 
legislation  which  provides  for  llieir  o- 
catioD,  is  sometimes  very  shrewdly 
drawn,  to  accomplish  a desiied  pur 

The  act  for  organization  of  Seueca 
comiiv,  required  the  suporvi.sors  of  the 
n.-w  county,  to  raise  one  ihomsand  dol- 
lirs  fi,r  buildings,  aud  named  Joliii 
-iv  re  of  Romulus,  James  VauHorue  of 


Ovid  and  Grover  Smith  of  Hector,  as  a 
coiii'ni'SMii  to  siipt-ruit‘mil  the  building 
of  a com  l Iniil-e  .iiid  j lil.  "to  be  erect- 
ed io  til"  ti'Wii  of  Ovt  I.  and  not  mo'e 
ih.iii  four  uiih-s  south  of  the  north  liue 
of  s.ii  1 lowu.  and  not  less  ihan^  three 
miles  from  the  Seneca  and  Cayuga 
lakes  ” It  was  further  grovided.  lhal 
the  courts  for  the  con  iiy  ">hall  be 
|,„!deii  at  the  meeting  bouse  on  L<>t 
No  30  in  the  tou  ii  of  Ovid,”  uiidoiibl- 
edly  the  first  church  edifice  erected  in 
llie  booml.s  of  the  (ire>eiit  coinlv  — 
about  five  miles  soiilbeasl  of  Ovo.  vil- 
l,,^p_unlil  further  legislition;  also, 
that  prisoners  be  (-oiitiiied  in  j ill  at 
Eimiia.  until  county  jail  is  completed. 

The  commis doners,  it  will  be  seen, 
were  really  restricted  as  to  the  h. cation 
of  the  site,  bet  wceri  the  North  b lund- 
arv  of  the  town  of  Ovid,  and  a line  ex- 
temiing  sooth  four  miles,  reaching  to 
the  p”e.senl  town  of  fyidi.  and  ihiee 
miles  east  of  Seueca  hike. 

The  village  of  Lancaster,  .sitijate 
upon  the  site  of  the  present  village 
of  Willard,  ill  the  town  of  Romu- 
lus desired  the  location  of  the  coun 
IV  seat,  and  at  a special  to«  n meet- 
lie/.  held  in  that  town.  June  9th.  1811., 
its  cilize-.is  pro'e-ted  vigorouslv  against 
thus  location  and  the  town  of  Washing- 
ton (Fayette),  111  special  town  meeting 
held  July  7lh  in  ih"  same  year,  took 

similar  adverse  action. 

It  is  understood  lhal  the  tnwn  of 
Ulysses,  in  which  the  promising  village 
of  Ithaca  was  located,  was  also  decid- 
edly opposed  to  the  proposed  location 
of  the  county  buildings,  as  were  also 
the  inhabitants  of  .Juniiis. 

The  first  board  of  supervisors  of  the 
new  countv.  which  convened  at  Ovu 
October  2d,  1604.  and  adjourned  to  the 
house  of  John  McMath.  about  two 
miles  south  of  the  village,  refused,  at 
first  by  a tie  vote,  to  appropriate 
moneys  for  erecting  county  buildings 
the  supervisors  of  Ovid,  Hector  an 
Romulus  voting  in  'be  atBi  maiive.  an 
the  .supervisors  of  Junius.  layette  and 
Ulvsses,  voting  in  the  negative.  Before 
adjournment,  however,  the  sum  of  otm 
thousand  dollars  was  appropriate.! 
leavinr'  the  question  as  to  location  ol 
Bite  of  the  county  buildings,  open  to 
further  legislation.  „ i 

The  legislature  of  180u,  refu.sed 
change  the  locaiiou,  but  made  ii  still 
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tnoro  d^finito  nnd  posiiivo,  by 
inc;  ihft  biiildiiift  coimnissioneis  to  lo- 
cato  the  couiitv  biiililintj'^,  on  lot  Xo. 
3.  (upon  fliB  site  of  Ovid  villnoe)  tlio 
site  to  be  located  not  exoeedin'r  fifty 
rods  west  of  the  three  tnilt!  liniit  from 
Seneca  lake,  iniposeil  in  tlie  [)recedini' 
year.  From  this,  it  is  evident,  tlnu 
some  measurement  had  been  madedur- 
iriK  the  year,  sbowino  that  the  desired 
site  was  not  rpiite  tliree  miles  from 
Seneca  lake.  It  may  be  Jidded  here, 
that  as  early  as  1797,  when  the  terri’- 
tory  of  this  county,  still  formed  a part 
of  Onondaea  county,  the  courts  of  that 
county  were  required  by  the  legislature 
to  be  held,  at  Maidins,  Aurora  ami  at 
the  house  of  Andrew  Duidap  in  Ovid 
The  Ovid  term  to  be  held  on  the  4th 
Tuesday  of  September. 

lion.  John  Delafiehl,  in  his  county 
history  says,  that  this  term  of  court 
was  held  at  the  barn  of  Andrew  Dunlap, 
At  the  s(*.-<sion  of  the  legislature  in  ISO.') 
it  was  provided  that  the  court  appoint 
ed  to  be  held  at  the  meeting  hou.se,  al- 
ready referred  to,  on  the  .second  Tues- 
day of  May  1S05,  after  convening, 
shall  adjourn  to  the  house  of  .John  Si-e- 
ley  on  l^ot  3 fiforesaid.  Through  the 
conitesy  of  ('ounly  (derk  .Savage,  it 
has  been  ascertained,  that  the  site  for 
county  liuildings  at  Ovid,  on  fait  3 
aforesaid,  was  deeded  to  the  supervis- 
ors of  the  county  of  Setieca,  by  .John 
tseeley  and  wife,  by  an  absolute  deeii 
of  conveyance,  for  a “consideration  of 
five  dollars,  and  the  advantages  ami 
emolumentsarising  from  the  building 
of  a court  honso.”  The  site  comprises 
three  acres  of  land,  including  the  pub- 
lic ])ark  in  front  of  the  liuildings.  The 
erection  of  the  court  house  and  jail,  was 
begun  in  1806,  and  completed  without 
delay,  and  thus  the  machinery  of  the 
new  county  was  fully  sot  in  operation. 
Dr.  Silas  Hal.«ey  having  been  apjioint- 
ed  county  clerk. 

As  indicating  tin'  influence  of  the 
towns  of  llecttir  and  Ulysses  in  the  af- 
fairs of  the  new  county,  it  may  be  men- 
tioni'd,  that  the  first  sherilT  ai'pointed 
in  1804,  was  a re,si<fent  of  Hector,  ami 
the  appointee  for  first  judge  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas,  was  a resi- 
dent of  Ulysses,  as  were  also  his  two 
siicce.ssors,  and  up  to  1815,  this  import- 
ant office  was  held  by  a resident  of 
Ulysses.  Hon.  Cornelius  Hutnfrey, 


the  first  appointee  forjudge,  was  aKo 
elected  supervisor  of  Uly.sse.s  in  1H0.5. 
although  later  a resident  of  Hector’ 
Five  residents  of  Ulysses  also  served 
as  Membms  of  Assembly,  during  tho 
thirteen  year  period  before  the  ere’taion 
of  Tompkins  county,  and  one  Uepre- 
.sentative  in  Congre.s.s,  Dr.  Oliver  0. 
(himstock,  for  four  years.  For  a num- 
ber of  years,  the  pulilic  afTair.'?  of  the 
county,  now  st'eminglv  moved  along 
.smoothly.  The  town  of  Wolcott,  ad- 
jriiuing  Dakf*  Ontario,  was  erected  a 
town  in  1.S07,  alihongh  not  fully  or- 
ganized and  repre.sented  in  our  tmard  of 
supervisors  until  1810.  In  1813,  that 
town  Was  however  annexed  to  Cayuga 
('onutv’,  and  rtouained  in  (tonnection 
with  that  county,  until  1817,  when  it 
was  r«  anne.xed  to  Seneca  county. 

'I’hn  town  of  (i.ilon  was  organized  in 
1813,  from  teiritory  lying  on  the  north 
of  .lunins.  The  impulatiou  of  the 
soiitii  towns  increased  most  rapidly, 
ami  t!m  iuliabitants  of  Uly.sse.s  becom- 
ing more  ami  more  restive,  sought  the 
erection  of  a new  county,  with  county 
Seat  at  Ithaca. 

Fur  several  years  prior  to  1817,  one 
of  the  .Members  of  Assembly  from 
Ikiuieca  county,  h.ul  lieen  elected  from 
Ulysses,  and  in  tho  last  named  year, 
lion.  Archer  Uicen  was  one  of  the 
Keprasenlalivos  from  this  County. 


The  influenco  of  Hon.  Simeon  Do- 
Witt,  a resident  of  Ithaca,  and  for  fifty 
year.s  surveyor  general  of  this  State  at 
Altiany,  then  in  active  public  life,  had 
been  e.xei  ted  for  a new  county,  with 
county  buildings  at  Ituac.i,  to  si'cure 
which,  he  and  otiier  citizens  made  lib- 
eral offers.  Hon.  Flisba  Williams,  a 
property  holder  at  Waterloo,  repre- 
.seiilcd  (Columbia  county  in  the  Assem- 
bly for  several  years,  including  the 
year  1817. 

The  county  of  .'4(.ueca  was  in  1817 
represented  in  the  State  Senate  by  Hon. 
John  Ivnox  of  Wateiloo,  who  fjtvored 
the  ih'w  county,  and  although  Hon. 
Will.  Thompson  of  Ovid,  was  a Mem- 
ber of  Assembly  that  year,  the  com 
eil  itiilneiice  of  Wateiloo  ami  Ithaca, 
was  too  great  for  him  to  overcome,  and 
on  April  7lli,  1817,  the  new  county  of 
Tompkins  was  erected,  which  iiichid- 
ed  the  towns  of  Hector  ami  Uly">’'»- 
from  Seneca  county.  Xot  content  wi:'; 
the  annexation  of  these  towns,  thr 
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town  of  Covert  creeled  from  Ovid  on 
the  s.imi*  day,  extending  from  lake  to 
hike,  w.is  also  anne.xed  to  the  new 
oiiniy,  leaving  Ovid  only  four  miles 
from  tho  south  line  of  the  county. 

It  may  be  here  stated,  that  two  years 
afterward.-',  by  act  of  April  13th,  1810, 
the  town  of  Covert  was  re-annexed  to 
Seneca  county,  and  Ovid  was  tlieu  lo- 
cated nine  miles  from  the  south  line  of 
the  county. 

The  Act  electing  Tompkins  county, 
named  Hon.  John  Kno.x,  and  Uenben 
Swift  of  Waterloo  and  John  Watkins  of 
South  Waterloo,  as  building  commis- 
•siouerslo  erect  court  house  ami  jail  for 
Seneca  county,  oil  a .silo  at  Waterloo 
to  be  conveyed  to  the  county.  The  act 
required  the  supervisors  to  raise  four 
thou.sand  dollars  in  aiii  of  erecting  the 
new  Imildings,  whenever  the  building 
commissioners  certified  that  a like 
amount  had  been  voluntarily  contribut- 
ed. 

Tlie.-'ite  for  lliecourity  buildings  was 
as  tlie  county  clerk  states,  couveyeil  by 
absolute  deed  of  conveyance,  on  July 
4tii,  1817,  to  tile  supervi.sors  of  Seneca 
county  by  Hon.  Klislia  Williams  of 
Iliid-soii,  N.  Y.,  and  Ifeubeii  Swift  ami 
wife  of  W.iteiloo,  the  consideration 
named  in  deed,  being  “one  dollar,  and 
tho  advaiitagi-S  ari.sing  from  the  biiihl- 
ing  of  a court  house  at  Waterloo.’’ 

The  building  coinmissioiiors  reported 
to  the  board  of  .supervisors  in  October 
1817,  that  four  tliousaiid  dollars  bad 
been  raised  by  voluutarj'  coiitribulious 
and  lequested  alike  appropriation  from 
the  county.  Tliis  request  was  denied, 
as  were  several  motions  to  raise  lesser 
amounts,  but  finally  before  the  board 
adjourned,  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dol- 
lars was  voted. 

The  buildings  were  erected  in  1818, 
and  in  compliance  w ilb  the  terms  of 
the  act,  Waterloo  became  the  sole  coun- 
ty seat. 

'I’be  village  of  Ovid  ami  the  south 
towns  of  the  county,  while  losing  the 
county  .seat,  were  undismayed,  periiaps 
htilo  thinking  that  in  si.X  year.s,  Water- 
• *o,  would  by  the  erection  of  another 
county,  be  placed  in  pieci.sely  the 
|io-,itiou,  as  that  of  Oviil  in  1817. 
i l..-.i..l,jt,nri)  was  again  appealed  to 
■ r-  ’.i.-f,  and  in  1833,  when  Hon  John 
*•  »rd.  at  that  time  a resident  of 
' ' represented  Seneca  county  as 


Memher  of  A.sseuibh’,  with  Hon.  J.imes 
Dickson  of  (iaieii.  by  Act  chapter  137 
laws  of  that  year,  the  county  was  di- 
vided into  two  jury  di.-lricts,  by  the 
south  line  of  Fayette,  a division  in  ef- 
fect creating  north  and  south  jury  dis- 
tricts, which  still  e.xists,  and  requiring 
the  courts  to  be  held  alternately  in  the 
same,  and  also  providing  for  the  use  of 
jails  at  Waterloo  and  Ovid.  The  pas- 
sage of  this  act,  created  .substantially 
the  luilf  .shire  sy.stem  of  courthouses, 
which  the  creation  of  a new  county, 
the  following  year,  cemented  more 
strongly.  ’I'lie  Act  of  1823,  also  pro- 
vided, “that  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for 
the  supervisors  to  sell  the  court  bouse 
ill  Ovid,  or  the  laud  on  which  the 
same  stands.” 

When  the  construction  of  the  Erie 
canal  was  authorized  in  1817,  it  crossed 
the  town  of  (lalcn,  in  the  territory  of 
wliich,  several  important  vilhige,"  were 
located.  A movement  for  a new  coun- 
ty culminated  in  1823,  when  Hon.  An- 
nanias  Wells  of  Galen  was  one  of  the 
Members  of  Assembly  from  Seneca 
county  and  Hon.  Hyram  Green  of 
Sodus,  then  in  Ontario  county,  was  a 
member  of  the  Stale  Senate,  liv  Act 
Cliaptei  138.  Laws  of  1833.  passed 
April  elevoiiili,  in  that  year,  the  coun- 
ty of  Wayne  was  erected,  and  the 
towns  of  Galen  and  Wolcott  were  an- 
nexed thereto,  the  large  area  of  these 
two  towns  now  forming  six  towns  of 
that  county.  Ovid  and  Wayne  county, 
evidently  joined  forces,  this  time 
against  Waterloo.  The  two  towns  an- 
nexed, embraced  all  of  the  t'-rrilory  of 
.Seneca  county  north  of  .Junius  ami  left 
Wateiloo  village,  only  eight  miles  from 
tlie  iiorlli  boundary  of  the  county. 

Although  efiorts  were  made  in  1844 
ami  1851  in  the  Ijoanl  of  siqiervisots  to 
secure  a single  set  of  centrally  located 
county  buildings  at  I5>-arytown,  the 
project  was  lost  iu  18-71,  by  one  vote 
If'is  than  the  neces'-ary  two  thirds  vote 
(the  vote  re.siilliiig  .six  ayes  and  four 
iioe.s)  and  the  lialf  shire  system  with 
two  jury  districts  establisbevi  in  1>33, 
and  perpetuated  in  1833,  still  remains 
in  full  force  and  effect.  The  rotation 
system,  in  nominations  for  county  offi- 
cers, between  tbetownsof  the  two  jury 
districts  long  practised  by  the  two  lead- 
ing political  parlies,  has  of  late  years 
not  been  closely  observed.  The  num- 
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ber  of  towns  had  now  become  reduced 
to  five,  Ovid,  Romulus,  Fayette,  Juuius 
and  ('overt,  to  which  Ijodi  was  adcled 
in  1826,  Seneca  Falls,  Waterloo  and 
Tyre  in  1829,  and  Varick  in  1830,  mak- 
ing the  number  ten,  as  now  existing. 
No  change  in  the  towns  has  been  made 
since,  and  nochange  iu  town  territory, 
except,  two  slight  changes  in  Ovid 
boundaries  in  tbe  year  1837  and  1843. 
There  are  now  four  incorporated  vil- 
lages in  the  county,  Waterloo,  Seneca 
Falls,  Ovid  and  Farmer,  the  latter  dat- 
ing from  1904. 

The  area  of  the  county  as  now  re- 
duced, extended  thirty-two  miles  north 
and  south  iu  length,  and  au  average 
width  of  about  ten  miles  and  contains 
199,500  acres  of  land,  the  two  court 
houses  being  situate  filteen  miles  apart 
in  a direct  line.  In  order  to  complete 
the  statement  relating  to  couaiy  build- 
ings it  may  be  added  here  that  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  has  from  time  to 
time,  since  1823,  maintained  and  im- 
proved the  county  buildings  at  Water- 
loo and  Ovid. 

A proposition  to  rebuild  the  court 
house  at  Ovid  failed  iu  1841  and  1843, 
but  was  adopted  by  the  board  in  1844, 
the  contract  was  let  therefor  ami  the 
building  completed  upon  the  lot  where 
the  first  court  house  had  been  loca'ed. 
The  county  clerk’s  cfBue  at  Ovid  was 
authorized  to  be  built  in  1859  aud  com- 
pleted by  1861. 

The  erection  of  a county  clerk’s  of- 
fico  at  Waterloo  was  authorized  in 
1858  59,  and  coinoleled  in  1861.  the 
land  therefor  having  been  conveyed  to 
the  County  in  the  latter  year.  The 
building  and  lot  were  ordered  sold  by 
the  Supervisors  in  December,  1900, 
and  the  erection  of  a new  couuiy  clerk’s 
cfllce,  to  include  also  surrogate’s  ofTuie 
was  provided  for,  adjoining  the  court 
house,  aud  which  was  completed  for 
occupancy  early  in  the  year  1902.  The 
present  jail  at  Waterloo  was  authorized 
to  be  built  in  1866  and  completed  the 
next  year. 

It  may  be  of  interest  to  note  the 
several  attempts  since  1817,  to  change 
the  court  house  site,  aud  boundaries  of 
Seneca  County,  as  well  as  annexation 
schemes.  After  the  erection  of  Tomp. 


kins  County  and  during  the  controversy 
between  Waterloo  and  Ovi  1 ovt-r  the 
county  buildings,  alr.'.'viy  in  lisio.  no 
tice  of  application  to  the  legislauire  of 
1819  was  publislied,  asking  for  tlie  an 
uexaiion  to  Seneca  County  of  the  town 
of  Seneca  (including  (ioueva)  and  the 
town  of  Phelps,  Ontario  County,  with 
half  shire  court  lioust-s  at  Waterloo  and 
Geneva.  Tnis  application  failed.  In 
1829,  several  years  after  the  erection 
of  Wayne  county,  an  application  was 
made  to  the  legislature  for  a new 
county  to  comprise  the  five  north  towns 
of  Seneca  County  and  the  towns  of 
Phelps  and  Seneca  in  Ontario  County 
with  half  shire  court  house  at  Water- 
loo and  Geneva.  This  application  also 
failed. 

The  question  of  uivision  or  annexa- 
tion was  discussed  from  time  to  time, 
but  iu  1869,  when  Judge  Charles  J. 
Folger,  of  Geneva,  held  a seat  in  the 
state  senate,  it  again  took  such  formid- 
a^ile  shape  that  a special  meeting  of  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  of  this  County 
was  held  on  February  I8th  of  that 
year,  at  which  your  lionored  towasiuau, 
Hon.  (iilbert  Wilco.xen  presided,  and 
strong  resolutions  were  adopted,  re- 
citing : 

‘■Whereas,  An  effort  is  being  made 
to  annex  the  towns  of  Seneca  and 
Phelps  in  the  County  of  Seneca,  to  the 
County  of  Seneca,  making  Geneva 
the  county  seat  of  the  pioposed 
county,  therefore 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this 
board  such  a measure  is  inexpedient, 
unwise  and  uncalled  for  by  any  public 
necessity  of  the  County  of  Seneca,  and 
is.  we  believe,  entirely  opposed  to  the 
wishes  of  a very  large  majority  of  the 
people  of  this  county.  On  calling  the 
ayes  and  nayes  the  preamble  aud  rose, 
liition  was  adopted  by  nine  ayes,  one 
nay.  (the  Supervisor  of  Lod'.)  It  was 
further 

Resolved,  That  we  do  earnestly  pro- 
test against  any  change  in  the  bound 
aries  of  Seneca  County,  as  at  presen'  or 
ganized.”  Tliis  resolution  was  »dop'e.l 
by  eight  affirmative  votes,  two 
being  cast  in  the  negative  ('he  Soj*-/ 
Visors  of  L,odi  and  Junius.)  l - * 
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me  again  failed  and  let  us  hope 
that  the  senlimeut  of  lidelily  to  this 
county  expres.sed  iu  thi-j  resol  Jtiou 
may  long  continue  to  prevail  tlierein. 

I'lie  lateot  priject  for  change  em- 
braced  the  annexation  of  the  city  of 
Geneva  to  Seneca  County  or  the  an- 
nexaiioii  of  liorder  City  in  the  town  of 
Waterloo,  to  Geneva.  The  Board  of 
Supervisors  of  this  County  at  it.s  an- 
nual session  in  1902,  ou  December  19ih, 
adopted  Hie  followihg  resoliitiou  : 

••Resolved,  ihal  a committee  of  three 
be  appointed  by  the  cliainnau  to  act  in 
thematter  regarding  tlio  annexation  of 
Geneva  to  Seneca  County  or  the  an- 
nexation of  Border  City  to  Geneva  ” 
A committee  was  appointed  to  look 
after  and  oppose  this  change.  This 
scheme,  like  its  predecessors,  was  un- 
successful. The  Supervisors  iu  1903, 
however,  agaiu  appointed  a committee 
to  guard  the  interests  of  this  County. 

The  population  of  the  original  terri- 
tory of  Seneca  County  in  1800,  hss 
been  already  stated.  In  1810,  it  had 
increa.sed  to  16,609,  in  1814  to  21,401. 
Even  after  Hie  annexation  oi  two  large 
towns  to  Tompkins  coun'y,  it  reached 
23,619,  in  1820,  and  iu  1825  after  the 
erection  of  Wayne  Conn  y,  ami  the 
loss  of  two  more  town-,  leaving  the 
couuty  area,  as  at  present,  it  was  20,- 
169.  The  greatest  population  aitained 
by  ihe  county  at  any  time,  was  28,138 
in  1860,  since  which  tune  the  pipu- 
lalion  of  SIX  towns  has  deceased,  ami 
notwillistandiug  the  iiicre.H.s«  in  popu- 
lation of  Seneca  Falls  and  Waterloo — 
and  the  ii.crea-e  since  the  opening  of 
Willard  State  Hospital  in  1869,  in 
Ovid  and  Romulus— the  population  by 
tbe  cfii-us  of  1900,  was  28.114 

Based  upon  population,  from  1804 
to  1815  iiichisive,  the  county  elected 
one  Member  of  Assembly;  iii  18lC  and 
1817,  three  members;  from  1818  to 
1836  inclusive,  two  members;  and  since 
the  latter  date,  one  member. 

Tbe  tendency  of  p-'pulation  to  large 
viliages  and  cities,  and  the  falling  off 
in  population  of  agricultural  towns  — 
OQ  account  of  consolidation  of  farms, 
etc.,  causes  which  affect  many  other 
counties  of  the  .stale,  sulfi.ieiitly  ac 
«v<ants  for  the  falling  oflf  in  our  popu- 


lation, without  assigning  other  causes. 

Cur  county  has  rt  aclii-d  and  pa-,sed 
a number  of  Importaiit  periods  or 
epochs,  in  its  process  of  development, 
from  the  lime  of  the  earliest  settle- 
ments made  within  its  borders.  A 
few  of  these  will  be  mentioned: 

1.  The  opening  of  the  Bennett- 
Harris  ferry  across  Cayuga  Lake,  and 
the  first  8tate  Road  cro-siiig  thereat, 
1790-1791  followed  by  the  Great  Gen- 
esee road  1 796-97,  both  leading  from 
the  eastern  part  of  the  state  to  Geneva, 
and  farther  west,  and  the  incorpor- 
ation of  the  Seneca  Turnpike  Road 
Company,  1800  1801. 

U.  The  opening  of  the  famous  Cay. 
uga  Bridge  across  Cayuga  Lake  in 
1800,  and  the  impetus  given  to  travel 
and  the  carrying  of  United  States  mails 
by  the  organizaiion  of  line.s  of  stages. 

3.  The  incorporation  of  the  Iinaca 
and  (Jerieva  Turnpike  Company  in 
1810,  and  ids  partial  completion  for 
travel  aud  transportation  of  the  United 
Slates  mails. 

4 The  improvement  of  the  navi- 
gation of  the  Seneca  river  and  other 
early  improvements,  by  the  .Seneca 
Lock  Navigation  company,  1813  1819. 

5.  The  opening  for  tr;  tfio  of  the 
Erie  Canal  from  Albany  to  .dontezn-ua 
and  its  co'iipleimn  in  1825,  followed 
by  the  Csyngs  an  ) Seneca  canal  com- 
pleted in  1828  aud  the  new  method  of 
travel  by  canal  picket  boats. 

6.  The  openii.g  of  steamboat  travel 
and  traffi.:  on  Cayuga  lake  (1820)  and 
on  Seneca  lake  (1828). 

7.  The  opening  for  travel  and  busi- 
ne-s  of  tbe  Auourn  and  Rochester  rail- 
roa  1 across  this  c ‘iinty  in  1841,  mak. 
ing  a continuous  line  of  railroad  to 
Altiany. 

8 The  establi-hment  of  telegraph 
and  telephone  lin‘-s  and  of  express 
offices. 

9.  The  completion  i f a line  of  the 
Geneva  Itha-a  ec  Sayre  railroad,  (now 
Leliigh  Valley)  across  thi.s  county  in 
1873,  and  of  a second  line  in  1892, 
with  a branch  to  Seii-ci  lalls  in  1898. 

10  The  development  of  manu- 
factories in  the  villages  of  Seneca 
Falls,  Waterloo,  Farmer  Village  and 
other  villages  of  tbe  county. 
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11.  Improved  methods  of  farming 
and  iiUrodiielion  of  imjn-oved  machin- 
ery eom.eetcd  ilicn-with 

12.  Ttie  epening  of  an  electric  line 
of  railway  across  the  county  to  Cayuga 
Lake  Park  with  promise  of  furdier  ex- 
tension. 

Time  will  not  permit  an  c.xtendo.d 
notice  of  public  schools  and  teachers, 
or  of  educational  progress  in  this 
^county. 

When  ihe  first  general  act  for  the 
encouragement  of  public  schools  was 
passed  in  1795,  there  were  very  few 
schools  wi'hiii  our  boundaries,  and 
these  were  privately  supported.  Under 
tlie  act,  a number  of  schools  were 
established  hut  it  was  not  until  after 
the  passage  of  an  act  by  the  state  leg- 
islature in  1812  for  the  organization 
and  establishment  of  common  schools, 
that  school  districts  wtu'o  systemati- 
cadv  organized  and  estahlUhed. 

The  state,  at  an  early  date,  mad  i 
small  appropriations  for  public  schools 
and  these  were  aided  in  the  towns  of 
the  military  tract,  by  income  from  the 
gospel  and  school  lot. 

An  application  to  the  state  school 
department  for  information  as  to 
schools  in  this  county  as  early  as  1804, 
elicited  the  response  that  the  depart- 
ment has  no  record  of  beneca  County 
school  districts  prior  to  18.88. 

SpalTord’s  Gazetteer  of  the  state  of 
New  York,  published  in  1813,  men 
tions  thirty  three  school  houses  in  the 
towns  of  Ovid,  lionuilns  and  Fayette, 
by  the  censn.s  of  1810,  but  givtts  no 
data  as  to  the  other  towns,  and  it  is 
safe  to  give  the  nnmber  at  that  time, 
as  fifty.  This  was  the  era  of  h g 
school  houses,  followed  by  the  “little 
red  school  bouse,”  and  within  the  past 
sixt}'  years,  by  comtnodions  and  well 
adapted  structures.  Jn  1838,  tb<*re 
were  in  the  hounds  of  the  presctit 
contity,  116  seliool  districts,  which 
number  has  become  reduced  by  the 
consolidation  of  districts,  and  the  for 
Illation  of  several  Union  High  schools, 
to  ninety-two  school  districts  in  1903. 

Academies  were  established  and  in- 
corporated  at  Ovid  in  1830,  at  Seneca 
Falls  in  1837  and  at  Waterloo  in  1842. 
All  of  these  academic  institutions  are 


now  continued  .s.s  Union  lli-l,  . -i.,,.. 
anti  iii  atltblion,  n lugb  .s.  (,  , i 
established  at  the  villa-e  of  Farm.  r. 

'J'hc  Sciie.ta  Falls  Uiii.)!i  lii_li 
is  still  known  as  My uilerse  .\cai| -nn  , 
in  honor  of  its  early  patron,  Coi’ 
Wilhelinns  Mynticrse. 

In  18.53,  ilic  suite  Agricnitur.sl  Col 
l0i>e  was  in.'orporateti  and  located  ui>- 
oti  the  farm  of  lion  .lohn  Delafield  in 
F'ayctte,  who  was  chosen  i!s  president. 
After  his  death,  it  was  removed  to  Ovi.i, 
a college  bniidin.g  was  erected,  and 
opencil  in  1800,  under  the  presidentty 
of  Gen.  .Marsena  R.  IMtrick,  who  re 
tired  therefrom  to  enter  service  in  the 
Civil  War. 

Ibis  college  was  subseqiietil ly  re- 
moveil  to  Havana,  Scluiyhtr  contity, 
atid  aftevwauls  to  Ith'ica,  wlieie  hav- 
ing receiv’i'd  the  college  hind  grant 
from  the  United  States,  it  is  now  lo- 
cat'd as  a Di'jiari ment  of  Cornell  Uni- 
versity 'I'liH  only  consolation  for 
the  di verpsion  of  this  iiistitniioii  from 
Seneca  comity  is,  that  it  is  now  lo- 
cated ill  the  original  territory  of  Sen- 
eca Count V.  and  that  the  president 
of  its  AgricnRiir.'il  departiiient,  who 
long  served  di  that  cip'icity,  was  born 
in  the  jircseni  comil  v. 

The  history  of  the  Sl.ate  AgricultnlfTl 
Colh’ge  and  Willard  State  Hospital, Yils 
suceesser,  will  he  separately  wriliien 
and  presented  to  yunr  society,  hy&ie 
thoroughly  eonv.-rsant  therewith. 

The  learned  profes.sions  have  been 
represented  in  tliis  county  by  many 
prominent  men. 

At  the  time  of  'he  organization  of 
the  county,  as  far  as  can  be  ascertained 
there  wore  only  five  organized  religions 
congregations  in  the  hounds  of  the 
piesent  county,  all  at  the  south  end, 
and  two  or  thre.i  in  Ulysses  and 
Hector.  With  :i  single  exception  (the 
church  on  lot  thirty,  Ovid  in  which 
the  first  courts  were  held)  it  is  be- 
lieved that  these  ,;ongregations  then 
worshipiicl  in  private  houses,  bariw 
or  school  houses,  and  priniitive  F g 
churches  followed  later,  in  some  case- 
Some  of  these  congregations  were 
without  regular  pastors,  and  the  t'r-t 
clergymen  of  the  county,  were  th<—s 
who  officiated  therein.  Of  the-c 
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r.  ja'ions  one  in  the  town  of  Romulus, 

. .rated  its  cinit.-iiiii'.l  in  180.5,  one 
|,.,li  ill  lO'H).  one  in  V'arirk,  (at 
b’o  l uhis  vill'.gi)  ill  1002,  and  one 
, 1 arh  in  Ovid  and  Covert,  in  1903. 

[ lliirii'g  the  next  lew  years,  one  coii- 

I .^ri'g''tn"i  in  eacli  of  the  towns  of  Fay- 
eite.  .SenC'iH  Falls,  .luniiis  aii.i  T)  re. 
j wilt  attain  o.'ie  tiundred  years  of  age. 
f Many  of  the  clerginicii  of  this 

j county,  have  enj'  yed  long  pa.storaies, 

one  at  Boaryiowii  for  an  active  p riod 
of  sixty  years,  oiie  at  Waterloo  for 
thirty  seven  years,  one  at  Ronuilus 
villa.<;e  f r twenty  seven  years,  one  at 
Ovid  for  twenty  six  years,  one  at 
Seneca  Falls  for  twiity-orie  y-  ars,  he. 
sides  six  or  se.ven  o'lier.s.  for  periods 
of  from  fifteen  t.)  twenty  years. 

At  the  present  lime,  the  pastor  of  the 
Baptist  eluireh  at  Magee’s  Corners,  in 
the  town  of  Tyre  (who  is  present  wiih 
irs  toniehl)  is  serving  his  fortieth 
year  ill  ac'ive  ministry  in  the  town  in 
-.vliicli  he  was  horn  of  patriotic  Revo- 
lutionary ancestry. 

There  are  at  present  f >rtv-niiie 
church  edifices  open  for  reliir'O'is  ser- 
vices in  Uie.  comity,  besides  several 
chapels  (sev  'ral  rural  cluirebes  linviiig 
beonelos-d)  with  forty  pastor.s  These 
churches  niel  elinpels  bad  fiy  th*'  hist 
published  ei  nsus,  a sca'ing  c ipaeity  for 
20,850  per.sons.  It  is  liy  no  m-aiis  a 
inatier  of  vrliieh  to  be  ]iioiid,  tint  the 
truth  of  history  compels  the  stalenient, 
that  the  Mormon  church  (call.-d  also 
the  church  of  Latter  Day  Saints)  whs 
I first  organized  in  ili‘>  town  of  Fayette, 

! by  .Joseph  Sinitli  and  live  Olliers,  on 

I April  C,  1830. 

I At  llie  time  of  the  r-rganiz  diou  of 

I Seneca  (cnitity,  March  24,  1804,  .so  far 

‘ as  has  been  asceri  ained,  there  was  not 

i a lawyer  residing  in  the  bounds  of 

j the  present  Coiinly,  if  indeed  tliere 

j were  nnv  sui4i  in  the  whole  Connly  as 

then  exis'ing.  Many  of  the  practising 
lawyers,  from  time  to  time,  have  taken 
a prominent  and  distinguished  position 
at  the  Bar  or  on  the  Beiicli.  The  las'. 
'H’lirt  c.alend.ar  issued  liv  the  County 
<'!•  rk,  contains  a roll  of  f-irty  re.sident 
attorneys  at  law.  The  •‘Judiciary  of 
'•■tieea  County”  is  to  bs  specially 
• r.itcn  up  by  ooe  who  will  do  fuR 


justice  to  the  subject. 

Tiie  medical  j rofes-ion  has  from  tlie 
beginning  In  eii  wi  It  rcpr.--.i-nle,i.  In 
tlie  early  history  of  the  (jounty.  Dr. 
iSidis  Halsey  served  as  uiemiier  of  as- 
so'ii'ily,  the  liist  county  clerk,  reprn 
Heiilaiive  in  Congress  and  in  luiay 
other  public  capacnies. 

Dr  .Jared  .Sainlford  served  ns  the 
fir-t  surrogate  and  trcssuier  of  the 
County;  Dr.  (liver  C Comstock  as 
Judge,  uieinber  of  iisseiiildy  and  repr-- 
sent  ttivo  in  Congres-i.  .M.any  other 
pliysicians  have  heal  Droniinent  public 
positions  and  Irtve  enjoyei]  a high 
.Hoindmg  in  their  profe-sioii. 

Dr.  Ale.vander  Coventry,  wtio 
•U-4a  with  Ids  fatuity  in  Fayette  in 
1792,  and  after-.var-ls  removed  to 
Oneida  County,  wis  twice  elctieil 
presidi-nt  of  the  .•state  .Medical  .S-O'^iety, 
and  Dr.  Her.ry  1)  Di-lama,  a fonuer 
resident  of  Roniii'us  villa-ge,  ISlC  to 
1851,  now  r-^si-iiiig  at  .Swaeu-e  and 
serving  as  Dean  of  t ic  -'ledicHi  depart- 
tiieii'  of  .Sirscnse  Ualversity,  at  an  ao- 
vanoed  age,  was  honored  with  an  elec- 
tion  to  the  same  position 

Since  tlie  ope  ing  of  Willard  -Stale 
Ho-pital  for  the  insane,  in  1809,  the 
Meibcsl  Socii  ly  of  the  C >nniy  lias 
been  re  inforc  d by  a linin'. er  of  jin.nn. 
lien'  pliysieiaiH,  whoso  lab  irs  in  be- 
half of  the  iinfortiinaies  ill  ilieircharg-i 
have  been  prodoeiive  of  nm  •!!  .wood. 
The  history  of  tliis  insiiuition,  one  of 
the  largest  of  its  class  in  this  state, 
shows  nil  lionor.alde  and  worthy  record 
Ihoughniit  II  has  M tin*  pres,-ot  time, 
two  ihoiisand  two  hundretl  and  twenty- 
five  (2.225)  paiicnls. 

The  J-Mil'irial  profes-ion,  the  fourth 
estate,  has  In-eli  well  sus'alii.*d  .since 
the  first  newspaper  was  estaoli.shed  at 
Ovid  in  1815  .-\t  the  present  lime  .-ix 

new.spapers  are  putdi-hed  in  the 
C'liiniy,  two  at  Si-iieea  Falls,  two  at 
W'aterlo'i  and  one  each  at  Ovi-I  and 
the  vill.Hge  of  Farmer.  Tli-i  news- 
papers of  Seneca  ColllilV  have  taken 
a lieservedly  high  p-.)siti->n  in  tliis  s ate. 
One  of  the  [iresent  eilitors  has  eilited 
his  iiew.spa[ier  in  Seneca  F.alls  for  forty 
hve  years,  and  si-v.-ral  others  for  more 
than  ail  average  peri.od  of  editorial  ser- 
vice. Several  of  the  editors  have  been 
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chosen  to  the  bigliest  positions  in 
StHte  EililoriJil  Assoeinlioiis,  of  whicli 
they  are  honored  nieiniiers. 

It  Inis  been  saui  by  a prominent 
statesman  that  •‘  The  cultivation  of  the 
soil  is  the  foundation  of  all  punli3 
prosperity.”  Fanuinjj  has  for  many 
years  been  a leading  pursuit  in  the 
County  which  has  taken  a high  rank 
among  the  agrieuitural  counties  of  this 
state. 

The  temp'rature  of  this  county  is 
favorably  influenced  by  the  waters  of 
the  adjacent  lakes,  which  also  exert  a 
a genial  influence  upon  the  soil  and  its 
cultivation. 

The  aboriginal  owners  of  the  soil, 
recognized  its  fertility,  even  by  the 
most  primitive  tiieitiods  of  cultivaiion. 

Upon  four  occasions,  the  state  prem- 
iums for  the  best  farm  tn  the  state, 
has  been  awarded  to  farmers  in  this 
county,  and  on  two  occasions,  the  rresi- 
deiicy  of  the  State  Agriciilliiral  So- 
ciety, has  been  given  to  farmers  of 
Fayette.  The  disiingiiislied  honor  con- 
ferred upon  the  county,  when  the  first 
State  Agricultural  College  was  located 
therein,  has  been  already  mentioned. 

Sixty  years  ago,  wheal  was  the  prin- 
cipal prtduct.  It  18  said  that  at  one 
time  in  the  decade  between  the  years 
1840  and  1860,  the  seven  or  eight 
fl.  tiring  mills  of  Seneca  Fails,  in 
amount  and  valne  of  manufaeinred 
products,  ranked  next  iu  ord-T  to  itie 
11  luring  mills  of  Oswego  and  KocIk  ster. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  fanning  has 
of  late  years  b«cn  unreiminerative, 
and  that  grape  culture  and  fruit  rais- 
ing ns  adjuncts  to  farming  have  had 
much  to  contend  with  from  severe 
winters,  uufavoratde  seasons  and  in- 
sect enemies,  so  that  farming  lands 
have  greatly  depreciated  in  value. 

The  Matrons  of  Husbandry  (or  the 
Fa;  mers  Orangi')  have  done  uiui'h  in 
the  past  tiiiny  yenr.s,  to  elevate  the 
standard  of  farming  and  to  improve 
the  condition  of  farmers  and  their 
families,  as  have  also  Farmers’  Iii'ti- 
luies  held  under  the.  supervision  of  the 
Stale  Commissioner  of  Agriculture 

In  the  early  history  of  the  county, 
its  manufactured  products  aud  indus- 
tries, were  of  the  most  primitive  kinds. 


These  iuehided  the  nianiifarfire  of 
potash,  charcoal  and  maple  sugar. 

When  the  three  lionriiig  mills  4; 
South  Waterloo,  Lodi  and  , » 

Kalis  were  completed,  their  respective 
proprietors,  Samuel  Hear,  Dr.  Sila? 
Ha  seyaudCol.  Wilbelmns  Mynderse, 
were  deemed  the  most  public  spirited, 
as  well  as  popular  men,  iu  their  several 
localities. 

By  far  the  most  e.xtensive  system  of 
manufacture,  however,  was  that  con- 
ducted  in  each  well  regulated  family, 
in  which  linen  and  woolen  fabrics, 
known  as  -‘home  spun”  were  made 
for  family  use,  by  aid  of  spinning 
wheels  and  looms.  The  stale  census 
of  1810,  reports  the  whole  number  of 
looms  in  families  of  this  couuty,  in 
that  year  as  601  producing  fifty  thous- 
and yards  of  woolen  c'otb,  and  158,- 
000  yards  of  linen  cloth.  This  manu- 
facture also  gave  employ’ment  to  seven 
fulling  mills  and  ten  carding  machines. 
The  census  makes  mention  also  of 
fifteen  tanneries  in  the  county  in  that 
year 

In  later  years  manufactures,  espec- 
ially tho.se.  located  upon  the  abundant 
water  power  of  the  Seneca  river,  iiave 
greatly  prospered  and  have  taken  a 
high  position.  In  order  to  do  them 
justice  and  note  their  advancement 
from  step  to  step,  wouid  require  more 
time,  than  that  allotted  to  me. 

The  traveller  in  othei  states  and  iu 
foreign  lands  frequently  sees  the  steam 
tire  engine,  and  the  verious  kinds  of 
pumps  and  machinery,  with  other  arui- 
eles  of  me.  nil  fact  nre  from  Seneca 
Falls,  while  the  fanrics  produced  by 
the  Woolen  Mills  of  Seneca  Falls  and 
Waterloo,  have  a world  wide  reput- 
ation, and  the  musical  instruments  and 
vi'hicles  niHiinfactured  at  Waterloo, 
also  the  manufacinros  of  Farmer,  and 
other  villages  of  the  county,  are  well 
aiid  favorably  known,  wherever  intro- 
duced. 

There  is  room  for  greater  develop- 
ment and  expansion  in  manufacture  >c 
our  midst,  to  inure  to  the  advanta. • 
not  only  of  the  manufacturer,  but  ir- 
deed  to  every  one,  for  when  the  mam* 
facturer  and  the  farmer  are  pro"?'  r'  -* 
every  other  pursuit  aud  occup*r~‘*. 
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v.-c»i:ltc»i  iher-'hy 

It,-  di'««<ver>  and  manufacture  of 
,»  *.  «t  and  mar  the  head  of  bolii 
>.  i.ica  and  Cajuga  Lake-,  in  adjoining 
,-<■11111  ifS  recalls  tbe  tael,  tbal  l■elOle 
itie  seitlemcui  of  this  Inctdity  by  wblie 
nu  ll,  salt  was  found  tiy  tb«  Indians, 

III  this  county  on  too  west  bide  of  Cay- 
uga Lake,  near  its  fool,  aud  in  the 
[own  of  Galen.  It  is  believed  that  salt, 
will  in  lime  also  be  found  along  tbe 
shores  of  Seneca  and  ('ayuga  Lakes,  in 
the  towns  of  Lodi,  Ovid  aud  Covert, 
and  thus  add  to  the  value  of  our  manw- 
faclures. 

'I'he  County  records  show  that  as 
early  as  Fetnuary  12.  1805,  a public 
library  was  organized  in  Ovid,  known 
as  Ovid  Union  library,  and  in  ttie  same 
Tear  Seneca  Library  number  one.  lo- 
ented  at  Lancaster,  in  the  town  of 
Romulus,  was  organized.  B 'th  of 
these  libraries  have  long  since  ceased 
to  exist 

The  Waterloo  Library  and  Historical 
Society  was  organized  in  187.6-76.  and 
its  library  building  completed  in  188.3. 
On  September,  .3.  187'J,  the  renterioial 
of  General  .lohn  .Sullivan’.s  Indian  Ex- 
jiedition  was  Hneoes.-fully  celebriit'-il  at 
Waterloo  under  its  au.spices,  as  was 
also  the  dcdicaiion  of  a monument  to 
Red  .Jacket  near  Canoga,  October  15. 
1891.  It  has  at  present  7,441  volnmes 
in  its  Library. 

The  Seneca  Falls  library  was  incor- 
poraled  in  1852,  and  lias  already  4,198 
volumes,  although  it  has  no  permanent 
library  building  »«  yet. 

The  Seneca  F.aDs  Historical  Society, 
separately  organized  about  nine  years 
ago,  and  incorporated  1904,  has  from 
the  beginning  devoted  much  ait-  ntion 
to  historical  inquiry  and  research.  It 
includesin  its  membership  not  only 
persons  engaged  in  the  learned  pro- 
fessions but  also  business  men  in  tbe 
several  pursuits  of  life,  and  some  of 
its  most  zealous  and  entliusinstic 
workers  are  l.a<Iies.  In  1903.  this  so 
cicty  gave  much  attention  to  the  com 
nieinoralion  of  the  ceniennial  of  the 
icwn  of  Junius.  The  present  C’ln- 
aj-roor.nion  of  the  ceniennial  of  the 
■ S-ial  organization  »f  Seneca  County 
tvi  cagaged  the  attention  of  the  society 


for  some  time,  and  the  collection  and 
pre-etvati'm  of  iiiaierial  connected 
therewith,  will  coniinue  even  after  this 
meeting 

The  Whittier  library  of  L'xli,  or 
ganized  111  Aiigu-t.  1898,  has  six  hun- 
dred volniues  in  ns  library,  and  at  the 
last  town  I leelicn  the  people  of  the 
town  voted  to  extend  financial  aid  in 
its  behalt. 

The  Ovid  library  was  organized 
Uecemb-r  21,  1899.  "ml  has  already 
seven  hun'lreil  volumes  in  its  lib'^ary. 

A public  library  was  als  ' organized 
at  Farmer,  November  8,  1901.  as  the 
Farmer  Free  I-i'imry,  amt  np-ned  to 
the  public  July  22,  1905.  which  ha.s 
six  hundred  -and  o n volumes  on  its 
shelves. 

In  the  year  1838,  the  legislaMirc  of 
this  siHle  inaugnriite'l  a system  of 
school  district  liliraries.  .'lany  of  the 
school  di'tricts  accum'ilai<!'l  several 
hundred  volumes,  and  although  some 
mistakes  were  made  m selecdiig  the 
same,  many  useful  bO"k3  were  thus 
circulated  in  every  neighborhood.  In 
time,  the  Sia'e  n'lluceil  its  apyropria- 
tioris  for  these  libraries  and  school  dia- 
tricts,  diverted  the  same  f<)r  other  pur- 
poses. and  books  were  lost  al.so  liy  lo. 
eating  librniies  in  school  houses  in  some 
cases.  The  decline  of  the  school  dis- 
trict library  is  to  be  deep  y regretted, 
and  a re-c.stabliahmenl  of  tbo  same, 
under  suitable  safeguards,  would  re- 
sult in  great  advantage  to  every 
ueigldiorhooil. 

In  the  ireiitmciil  of  our  subject,  we 
niu-t  occasionally  present  tbe  dark  as 
well  as  the  bright  side. 

Tins  County  has  its  share  of  pauper- 
ism and  crime  aud  it  cannot  be  denied 
that  with  increase  of  populati'^n  there 
has  been  considerable  increase  in  hotti, 
as  well  as  in  the  expense  of  ad<uiiiis- 
t ration. 

In  the  early  years  appropria'ions  for 
the  support  of  the  poor  w.-re  fre- 
quently voted  at  town  meetings.  The 
County  poor  house  was  op<med  for 
reception  of  poor  pers-ms  in  the  year 
1830,  a farm  having  been  purchased 
therefor  bv  Ihe  county  in  that  year,  on 
the  line  of  Fayetlo  and  Seneca  Falls. 
The  present  poor  house  building,  lo- 
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itpd  in  Fnyettt*.  wss  erei’t<^(i  in  1853, 
p<l  wiiti  inici'inl  hIikii^cs,  nddit'Oiis 
id  Muprovi'iiient'^,  is  still  in  ii-ie.  'I’lio 
tcnlx  r of  pfiriiaiii'iil  |>!iii|nns  tlnn'm 
ii'-l  tirejilly  iiicrnssi'd  siiion  (1ih 
iiioviil  of  I lie  insnne  llierflroni,  tint 
s»  miiiiiier  of  tcii'pnr.'iry  inmstes  lins 
iTi  asisi  coi.siili  ritlily  in  ivront  years, 
m tho  class  known  ns  pauper 
nips.  The  co?t  of  the  poor  ndiiiinis- 
sti'iii  in  the  several  towns  lias  boon 
eatiy  ineressed,  Imwcver,  of  late,  liy 
souiewliat  liberal  beitownient  of  tein- 
rnry  aid  or  out  d'  or  relief 
jTho  p:i;-raee  ofl__nws  by  the  state 
eislatnrc,  fortiiddine  the  keepma;  of 
lildnii  over  two  years  of  fiee  in  the 
ior  bouse,  and  the  reiiiovnl  of  all  in- 
be  paupers  therefroui  to  Slate  liospi 
a for  the  insane,  were  measures 
hich  have  couimcnded  themselves  to 
1 humanely  itispostd  persons. 

.■\lready  in  the  yiarl803,  the  tirst 
iirder  was  ct'uunitted  within  the 
rritory  ol  the  p’-esent  (.’onniy,  then  a 
ri  of  Cayiien  County,  when  I'niian 
ihn,  otherwise  known  as  Debiwaro 
hr.,  murdered  Ez  kiel  Cr.ane.  .n 
nneer  seti'er  in  the  bounds  of  the 
:esent  town  of  T\  re  In  nn  historical 
per  on  the  “Early  Records  of  Cay- 
;n  Couniy.”  read  tx  fore  the  f’n^nea 
ininly  Ilistorletil  Society,  by  (Icorjie 
i.Beidiaiii,  E'q  , county  clerk,  a for- 
l&r  resident  of  Seneca  Falls,  ho  makes 
I’lition  of  the  indictment  and  trial  of 
l|e\ninnlei er.  Tlie  indietinttit  found 
||di(>  (Jrand  .Jiti  y of  Caytiara  Conuty 
jin  the  foilowiii;!  words:  “That  Jolm^ 
iDelawste  Indian,  not  Itavii'jr  the  f,  ar 
:!  (iod  beft're  liis  eyes,  hnt  bcin;j 
K'Ved  and  sedneed  liv  tlie  instieation 
I the  devil,  on  the  12ih  day  of  Deeeni. 
Ir,  1803,  with  a eerlain  rille  <tun,  of 
Iv  value  of  firtcen  dollars,  then  and 
ere  Icailed  and  charjii'tl  with  ftnn 
iwder  and  one  leaden  hullet.  tlid  iii- 
Jt  a mortal  wound  of  the  depth  of 
c inches,  upon  the  peison  of  Ezekiel 
ane.  of  which  wound  said  Ezekiel 
■ane  died  on  the  seventeenth  day  of 
tcember,  1803.” 

Notwithstanding  the  organization  of 
ncca  County,  iu  M.arch,  180-1.  the 
iiinty  of  Cayuga  retained  jurisdiction 
this  case,  and  Delaware  John  was 


tried  at  a court  of  Oyer  and  Tcrmin.-r, 
held  June  27.  1801,  at  Hie  ac.nb my  t'l 
the  village  of  .lur.im,  i>y  and  h f .r.. 
llonoraljle  .IniliiMst!  Soencer,  oin*  of  ii,,, 
judges  of  the  .Supreme  Ooiirt  Jadi- 
cature.  presiding,  an  I upon  his  own 
e.oiifeS'ion  of  guilt,  tin',  murderer  was 
adjudged  guilty  and  soutelieeij  to  he 
hung,  which  sentence  was  carried  into 
etlVet. 

The  Ctiunly  History  of  1870,  mentions 
tlie  murder  of  a man  in  tins  county, 
comiiiified  iiy  one  Andrews,  for  which 
he  was  tried,  couvioted,  senleueeil  ami 
exee.utcd  at  Ovid,  in  Mie  period,  1810  to 
1812  D'ligciit  inquiry  to  aseertaiu 
more  detinue  dat.a  in  relation  to  this 
case,  faiietl  to  elicit  additional  iiifonna- 
tion. 

In  later  years,  Oeor.'  : Chiipnian,  on 
July  20,  1828,  murdered  D.iuiel  Wright 
iu  the  town  of  Waterloo,  tie  wastried 
and  coiivieterl  .at  a term  of  court  held  at 
Waterloo,  w.as  seii'(*nc"d  and  publicly 
hunglbere.  May  28,  1829 

Tiu;  la.st  e.\"entum  for  murder  in 
tins  f’omily  was  that  of  ('haib  s .John- 
so'i.  who.  upon  trial  and  ooiivii-tmu  of 
the  miii'd-r  ul  Jnim  Walleis,  at  the 
village  of  W.at'  rlo'i,  was senleueed  and 
hung  at  the  j-iil  iii  tliat  village,  No- 
vember 15'ti,  1888. 

There  being  two  jails  in  this  I'ouniy 
the  same  are  never  erowded  with 
prisoiKUS.  There  has  heeu  no  marked 
increase  in  the  liigher  grades  of  crime, 
although  wiili  incre.ase  in  )iopn!".tion 
the  nuiiih'r  of  convictions  tor  minor 
(dlenses,  pnnialiMtile  by  sentence,  to  j lil, 
li.as  increased,  principally  from  vagrant 
tramps,  as  also  the  inimher  of  perii- 
tciuiavv  c.ssi's. 

In  the  palmy  dnvs  of  the  local 
militia,  this  county  bad  s-vcral  militia 
regiments,  and  a tmmlier  of  inde- 
penilent  military  coni'ianies  The 
military  foreo.s  of  the  eoiinty,  tiore  a 
inomincnt  part  in  the  War  of  1812. 
and  were  also  re(ue-tentfd  in  ilie  Mex- 
ican War  In  the  Civil  War  (1801- 
1866(,  the  sever.al  towns  were  repre. 
sciitod  in  the  vobnileur  service  .and 
several  rc.sidents  of  the  County,  ar"»- 
to  high  rank  iu  liie  military  -erv's 
The  County  was  also  repres'm'i"l 
a few  volunteers,  in  the  late  w.ar  >«.tJi 
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I It, -re  are  now  no  military  orgamz- 
,.|oiis  in  this  CouiitV,  and  the  days  of 
• •lii-m  ral  Training'’  formerly  so  im- 
timi.aiit  ail  event,  ill  early  year.s,  occur 
■j^o  more. 

It  is  a matter  for  regret,  that  the 
•‘Town  Meeting”  oceuring  as  an  annual 
event  ill  each  town,  every  .spring  and 
winch  enabled  onr  fathers  to  meet 
together  and  eousider  and  perfect  many 
measures  thereat,  for  itie  loctil  well- 
being. lias  in  tlie  past  three  years  been 
consolidate.il  willr  tlie  general  election 
and  is  now  hold  biennially  in  the  fall. 
Already,  it  is  manifest,  that  town  busi- 
ness lias  been  greatly  lost  sight  of,  by 
this  cliange,  wliicli  has  not  been  a 
beneficial  one,  and  let  us  hope,  for  a 
return  of  the  gond  old-fashioned  I’own 
Meeting,  whicti  was  so  greatly  enjoyed 
iu  former  ycar.s. 

The  History  of  Seneca  County, 
edited  by  Hon.  Jolm  Dcbdield.  and 
published  in  1850,  and  the  Ccumty 
History  published  at  I’hiladciphia  in 
187G,  are  indeed  interesting  and  valn- 
ahle  puhliealions,  hut  the  data  thereof, 
should  now  he  extended  and  brought 
down  to  the  |iresenl  time. 

Tnc  history  of  the  towns  of  Romulus 
and  Varick,  of  the  smtlli  towns,  ami 
of  tlie  town  of  Fayette,  and  the  old 
town  of  Junius,  (now  comprising  the 
four  north  town-s)  have  akso  lieen 
]iartly  written.  Hi.sloriejil  sketches  of 
the  villages  of  Waterloo  and  Seneca 
Falls  have  also  been  ^'oetitly  pub- 
lished. To  complete  thc^lories  of  the 
towns,  that  of  the  original  military 
township  of  Ovid,  now  compri.sing  the 
town  of  that  name,  with  Covert  and 
Lodi,  rem.'iin  to  he  written,  «t"l  H 
rests  with  citizens  of  flx^^e  towns,  to 
undertake  this  good  work. 

Had  time  and  s))aee.  iiermilted,  matiy 
other  subjects  might  liave  been  referred 
to.  or  considered  at  length,  among 
which  may  be  mentioned,  the  I’re- 
emption  line;  the  Military  Tract  and 
Indian  Reservations;  the  visit  and 
reception  of  General  La  tayelte  in 
tt'is  County,  Juno  8,  1825;  Negio 

Slavery  in  this  County;  early  Town 


Meetings  and  cleelious;  tlie  rnblie  Men 
of  the  County ; I'hu  Womaii’n  Riglild 
Movement;  roads,  liridges  and  firries; 
early  biiths,  marriages  amt  di-alhs; 
early  vil'ages,  cemeteries,  taverns, 
stores  and  simps;  early  teachers  and 
sehools;  and  inaiiy  other  subjects, 
which  imi.st  he  b ft  for  tlie  eonsider.ation 
of  onr  llisiorieal  societies,  and  local 
historians  in  the  several  towns. 

So  too,  no  time  is  left  for  snitalile 
iiieiition  and  con^iderali'  ii  of  the  vast 
progress  made,  in  the  cent  my  which 
the  history  of  our  County  cover.s,  the 
ad vaiiccnu-nls  ninde  hy  ttie  < florts  and 
labors  of  tlie  sturdy  pioneer  sellbTs, 
tlie  great  improvc'iienis  proilnei  d by 
llic  p<iwer  of  .steam  and  electricity  ; the 
developments  made  in  inanufaclnrcs, 
arts  and  seienees,  and  in  short  every 
tleparlnient  of  life  aiul  business  activity. 

•‘A  Century  with  all  its  ho]ies  and  fears. 

Has  sank  into  the  deep  abyss  of  time; 
And  on  the  threshold  of  the  new,  we 
stand. 

Like  travellers  to  a strange  aad 
distant  clime.” 

Daring  tlie  ceiiliiry  past,  three  aver- 
age generations  of  iiieii  have  pa-ssed 
away 

'file  traiisfornialion  from  1801  to 
1904,  has  been  wrought  with  gieal 
labor  and  toil.  Is-t  ns  not  forget  the 
work  of  our  fathers,  now  that  we  en- 
joy the  comforts  of  life  brought  about 
by  their  exertions,  with  the  advanl.ages 
attained  by  edm:alion.  religion,  society, 
relincment  and  progress. 

Wiiile  wc  inn,*,t  not  lie  uiimimlfui  of 
llu)  p.ist,  let  us  enter  upon  the  second 
century  of  onr  County,  with  -tLe  liust 
and  eontid'aiee  iu  Ib'i  Divine  l»‘.‘ing, 
that  Ho  will  direct  the  events  of  the 
future,  as  mercifully  as  He  has  done 
iu  the,  past. 

1 thank  you  for  your  kind  attention, 
and  will  not  forget  my  acknowledge- 
ineiits  to  S'jveral  stale  and  couniy 
oflieials  and  citizens,  wlio  assisted  me. 
in  collecting  material  presented  for 
your  consideration  and  in  closing  e.xtend 
my  very  best  wishes  for  the  future  of 
your  Historical  Society. 


ir-’X 

i/’i  I fUlo.'  '*  *t  v»  sifaji^v 
•«y':tr<.l  ti  .«n  , Ijl^ 

t)ia<  » "•ll  . |.  «|0‘  f ^ 

,« ^ *,.  ■...  ■••V  J”» 

•■'  •(  I - ■!  I 

•'^■'  ■ ■■  '«■ 

' r7  ' ‘ ' ' *•  ■■r  ^ 

— * .’■’(.  I . ft 

. ,1  ; M * »'  ti  ^ ,Ij,  I 

*'4  T"«*ii  I,,—..-:  .,  ,.  •-.,.  t.  ,^.  . 

■*  tk.  *'*'  /•»'<,.,  I rfk'  ^..'  ^1,  « 

..P  , .■  ^ 

•■  (♦  ---i  .-ia  ai.i  11, ■-  -_  ~ .1  ■:.*...  _ 

flwMi  I 

'■•n  -!*♦  mW.I  it  k „ 1|k'L»teuMi 

► fc  a »! 


•■f , •'■"•'■PW  >1  . |W>)ii  »,..»  ,.-■  . •. 

«lrp*  4tli  /It'. ■•.-■,!  # - t - ;•'....  icffA 


'tggu  ■ 

"IP  , ^ «i  •##  «{jN  . ' 


"S  ' •«•  i-4«  0^  V 

■Ej  ' «a<f  • Mfi^*** 

in  .^.f  Bvi!^ 


•pap® Ipii iS_  y .t44tJ f I ';..*i  '•  •ia».  iffM.*!*  > 

<m  *j<.  <s*  m ''  » > ■’  VI'  •■ 

.v>*.  ■<'  •'*“  .« 

A *-  .ilc  * a'.-  4» 

at,  .,»,  ISPii-fTplli'  #•-.«  --a  4(a>,l 

. . ^ . ,M»Vii»Q«M|\l£' ««•  -Tm%  111  *1 

■••PM  .M|f  I I It  ^fii.41  — a 


Vnfclijrtt  _ 

■r ;Ti. r'.: 

., ,,,  ......  ....  .,  r- 


,’.vJ 


...y^i  I t ,1  , 


^ •*  • • •*!  •'••’  ••  '•  I * • »,,«(  .*  • -..A..  ' ^ 

#•> ‘tM  ..i  MaturtA**,.  .«1.  ,i  ^ ^ 'rvkmt^St  ^Miif  ^ ttt  * 

TTwr/ V*  - \J 

- ' M* i,i- WA  .r,  li.r  . "* 

«4  -HIW#*!  /,  * , ,,  * ■'  '•  ' 

-■  %k«  *'  ••n  A,,,  ■•  -7  . .f-tU 

^ ‘ - •-  • . f. 

_■  ^ ‘ * 1 ^*8.  •>»..  jaii-iA  I irigB*  • ^ ! 

^ *-r  . . .#  r^/  " ‘ '^■* 

.-fMlAirt  a*  ,Hf.  ,U,^ 

r ^ •P '1  w*M  4 ''>,*V.-^  k4>0 


The  Early  Reformed  Church. 

By  Re>\y.  E.  B.  V/an  Mrscinle-. 


At  tlio  very  outset,  I must  nektiowl- 
e<)go  uiy  iiidelite.liiess  lor  all  the  facts 
tins  j>aj)er  coiUains  to  otiicr.s  wlm  l)ave 
gone  so  tlion.ughly  ,,,,(1  caicfully  over 
the  gtouiul  1 mil  to  cover  as  to  ui.ako 
oiigiiial  researeli  on  my  (lait  absolutely 
unnecessary.  Within  the  last  deea.le. 
four  churches  in  ticncca  (.Vmiiiy  linve 
celebrated  their  l•l■ntenlli^l|.s  with  (uiblic 
exercises,  and  ably  (]u-ililii,d  historians 
have  gleaned  from  dusty  records  and 

loonl  tnulitions,  biou^hl  lo  niul 

told  iu  iiitere.stiijg  form,  tlie  siory  of 
the  early  struggles  .and  endeavors  of 
tue  religious  life  of  our  county.  1 am 
ouly  to  repeats  licre,  in  as  concise  a 
iiiaiincr  as  possible,  what  has  already 
bc6ii  tobi  in  ttiiicr  places. 

I am  restricted  ly  the  suhject  as- 
sipied  me  to  the  Early  Reformed 
C.iurch.  I must  confess  that,  when 
asaed  to  present  it,  1 was  at  a loss  to 
uuderstami  why  this  particular  denom- 
ination sliould  have  been  .selected  for 
siieeial  attention  uium  this  hoimrahle 
occasion.  It  forms  so  small  a part  of 
the  religious  forces  of  the  cnuiiiy.  'I'lie 
three  Hutch  Keform.-d  Churches  sit- 
uated at  Lodi,  Earmcrand  Tyre,  ami 
the  German  Reformeil  Cluirch  at 
Bearytowi,  arc  all  the  Kefoiined 
chiirche.s  in  our  hounds.  However, 
historically  considered,  tliey  are  of  in- 
terest and  importance  to  us  at  this 
time. 

IJcforc  1 enter  upon  my  special 
theme,  1 may  he  allowed  some  general 
notice  of  the  early  religious  life  of  our 
county,  since  iiiinc  is  tiic  only  i)ai)er 
that  bears  ujion  that  subject.  With  the 
possible  e.xeeptiou  of  traders  with  the 
Indians,  the  first  white  men  to  enter 
his  immediate  section  before  (he  Aiiier- 
cnii  lievolulion  were  Bishop  John 
rrcderic  Christopher  Cmmnerholi  and 
iev.  David  Zoisherger,  missionaries  of 
he  Moravi.an  Church  to  the  Indians, 
they  made  a tour  from  Wyoming, 


Eennsylv.'tnin,  in  the  summer  of  17.50 
crossing  from  the  ea  tern  shore  of 
Cayngu  r -ii;,.,  jet,  ahove  the  [uesetii 
vill'tge  of  Utiicn  Springs,  tr.n ver.siie^ 
Uie  mt<  rveiiiiig  for.  .sis  to  Uie  outlet  of 
Sdieea  Ic'lv--,  and  tliem  e to  tiie  Gen- 
esee River,  reuiriiiiig  as  they  had  come 
le.ssioly,  i„.f„rc  tlicir  visit,  .J.smt 
nimsinnaries  had  ministered  to  the  In- 
dians between  the-se  lakes,  as  they  did 
to  I he  East,  but  no  record  of  siieh  ser- 
vice lias  been  fojild.  In  1705  06,  Rev. 
Bamnel  Iviikland  loc.'dcal  for  a lime  as 
.a  missionsi y to  the  iScneea  Imiiaii.s,  a 
little  distance  wc-st  of  the  pres'-iit  city 
of  Geneva,  and  in  tlio  coiiise  of  his 
work,  visited  the  eastern  shores  of 
Seneca  Eaki>,  wliere,  on  one  occasion 
he  nearly  lost  his  life  at  the  ti.siids  of  .a 
hostile  redskin.  But  these  were  all 
labors  among  the  .Mmiigiims,  and.  of 
course,  liave  no  lie.aring  upon  the  de- 
Vi K'pmcnt  of  lh(!  county. 

Actual  sell  lenient  hy  whiles  di>l  not 
begin  until  the  close  of  the  Revointion. 

I snpptise  I ought  (o  sjiare  yon  the  iii- 
Iroduetion  of  a name  so  f.uidliar  lo  yon 
aU.  .Jol)  Smiih,  I sn-pect  has  been 
iilllicttd  with  a gr.  at  <le;d  of  iiosthum- 
tnis  iniportance  at  the  hands  of  your 
lli.storical  Society,  merely  hecause  he 
was  venlurc.sonie  'notigh  to  he  the 
hr, St  settler  in  the  c-iniity,  hme,  at  Sen- 
eca Eall.s,  in  1787.  lie  did  not  stay 
long.  But  hi,s  early  departure  in  17P3 
has  not  saved  him  from  fame.  'I’ho 
tirsi  ]>c! 7)iunc}U  settlers  who  entered  the 
county  from  (he  south  hy  way  of  Siilli- 
Van  8 trail,  were  mostly  tidlicrent.s  of 
the.  Keformed  Churches  of  I’onnsvl  vania 
and  jVew  Jersey.  Idaiiy  of  theiu  wen* 
Ve.lcran.s  of  that  army  whose  innreh 
through  the  regions  had  revealed  th.f 
rich  fertility'  of  its  soil  and  the  ch  iirtij 
ing  beauty  of  its  landscape.  Th-y 
came  with  their  families  and  h'-hoig 
iiigs  iu  great  four-horse,  caiiv;n-t<>j.;-'l 
wagons,  cutting  tiicir  way  ihr-a.-^’- 
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fon  sl.s,  and  building  brusli  rond.s 
txi-i  tiie  swamps.  laii<  r,  iliere  wns  an 

gralioii  inl.e  the  north  end  of  llie 

«■  ml..,  b'lgidy'  from  New  lOngland, 
Ip  lie-  xvaler  ways  of  die  ,Mi  litiAk,  Os. 
w.go  and  .Si'iieeii  Itiver,  and  the  lakes. 
At  the  beginnii'g  of  llm  last  dcciide  of 
the  eigideenth  ('enlnry,  there  were 
pi'olialily  not  more  than  adc  z.m  families 
between  tliese  lakes,  scattered  from  the 
fo'dhwest  corner  of  (he  present  town 
of  Lridi  to  Sciicca  I'aUs.  For  the  iiio.st 
ji-irt,  I hey  were  men  who  coinl>iii.-d 
vvilli  lh*'ir  stnrdiiics-i  and  indiisti y and 
indeix-nd-  nee,  a linn  f.ai  h in  God  ami 
Ilfs  I’rovidciice.  They  bronglii  their 
religi'in  wiili  them  into  liiia  virgin 
wilderness,  and  k.  pt  the  light  of  faith 
biirnitig  upon  the  altars  of  their  rude 
log  cabiits. 

Between  1790  and  1800,  tie:  selllers 
came  in  mneh  inorn  rapidly,  and  mis- 
sionaries from  oilier  regions  were  sent 
out  lo  lO'  k after  ilicir  .■■piritiril  inter- 
ests, and  to  lay  tiie  fuiimlations  for 
ehnrcti  e.Xjiansion.  Gradually,  the 
growing  population  was  gathered  into 
groups  of  worshippers,  and  clinrelies 
began  to  be  oigani/.ed  liero  and  there, 
so  that  by  the  time  of  the  loimatbni  of 
the  jireseiit  Goniiiy  of  .Seneca,  in  1804, 
there  were  within  its  bounds  live  or 
gaiii'/.cd  clinrelns.  Tliice  of  these 
were  of  the  l*rcs!t\  let  iaii  order,  and 
two  of  them  B ililisl  soeieties. 

'I'lie  lirst  cliiiich  orgamzed  in  Ilia 
county  was  the  First  l’ji[)'isi  of  Kornu 
Ins  at  Kemhtin,  consUtnti-d  in  .lane, 

1705,  w'iih  si-vi  n meiidiers.  I'  was 
natural  tied  tlii.s  denominidion  shon'd 
feel  drawn  at  tin  e.irly  date  to  this 
well  watered  eonntry’.  The  Govert 
Baptist  cimrch  was  formed  in  F.-hru- 
ary,  I80o,  with  two  niy  eight  mem- 
bers. The  names  of  .li-dediali  Gbap- 
man  and  .lolm  l.indsley  are  proiiiiin-iit 
Hiu'iiig  till!  jiiioiei  r mini-ters  C'f  Wes- 
tern New  York,  the  former  lo'-a'ed  at 
Geneva  ami  forne'd  t!ie  l’r<  sbi  teriau 
ehnrch  of  that  place  in  1800.  The  latter 
ore.iiii/.Cil  a I’resliyterian  cbiireli  within 
-he  boiiii.ls  of  the  preo  lit  town  of  Lodi, 
•a  the  same  .tear,  wdiieh  wn.s  the  second 
-arch  society  in  the  county.  Ho  he- 
■'nie  its  pastor  and  coiis>  qin  ntly  was 
a-»  tret  oiiiaiued  clergymau  to  settle 


in  a ngnlar  charge  in  onr  county. 
I’res'iy  li-i  inn  churches  were  also  es- 
talihsiied  i:y  Ciiapman  at  llomubis  in 
April,  1802,  niid  in  the  iircsent  village 
of  Ovid,  July,  180.‘J.  (He  also  foiuid.-d 
the  I’r- siiyieriaii  church  of  .Seneca 
E.slls  in  1.807.)  'l'hi;.sc  five  were  the 
church  orguiiiz'itions  already  cITected 
in  Ihe  county  at  the  lime  of  its  formal 
cstahlidiincnt — a coristellation  of  re- 
ligions enters  for  the  fostering  am! 
promoting  of  the  lincsl  sentiments  of 
onr  civdiz.atioii  in  ilie  early  dawn  of 
onr  hi--tory  Itineraries  of  the  -Metho- 
dist Fpi-cojial  church  aKo  traversed 
this  leirilory  in  tho.se  early  days, 
jireaching  at  Seneca  F.alls  as  early  as 
1797  at  probatily  the  first  religions  ser- 
vice held  in  ilial  town,  flic  Seneca 
Circuit  grew  out  of  this  work,  forue-d 
ill  1804,  and  extending  from  the  Clyde 
Kiver  to  the  CiiCmung  willi  Seneca 
Kails  a.s  one  of  the  appoininieni.s  for 
regular  visiting  by  the  nuni-ter.s. 
Tlieie  seems,  moreover,  to  h.ave  been 
a union  organization  cllectcd  by  Chap- 
man  in  llie  vicinity  of  I^odi  village  in 
18h3,  conipo-.cd  partly  of  lliose  dis- 
hll'eclcd  from  llie  l.indsley  church. 

This  In.st  organizalloQ  is  of  interest 
to  ns  bcchime  it  erected  the  lir.-t  house 
of  worstiip  ill  ill.:  coiiiitv.  It  w.as  con- 
Stiucieil  of  hewn  logs  and  -lood  u|M)n 
a plot  of  ground  given  bv  -Indge  .Silas 
Hulsey,  HCKiss  ibe  ro“d  from  the  gri-t 
mil]  he  had  built  (-iNo  tbe  fii.st  in  the 
c.'umty)  southwest  froiii  l,o.li  village, 
then  known  as  De.Mof-’s  corners.  Tids 
house  wss  hiiilt  jii't  one  himdrcd  years 
ago  so  it  was  piohalily  the  only  church 
Imilding  in  Hie  county  ut  Hn:  tiiu.i  of 
its  (urma'ioii.  i'lie  church  founded  hy 
Rev.  Eiiiilslcy  like'y  erected  a hiiil'l- 
iiig  Soon  iificr  ill’s,  it  m.iy  be  in  the 
s.uine  year.  'I'lie  curly  services  of  on' 
fathers  Were  lield  in  h'lnu  s,  hams  aiv  ' 
sclioolhonses.  and  .soiitciimes  in  iliO'C 
great  temples  of  iiatnro.  Hie  vast 
ai-Ie,i  forests  Tlie  appr.i  ntinerils  of 
worship  were  necessarily  very  crude. 
One  has  dcscrihi-d  the  niecliiig  in  a 
barn,  the  congregsii.m  si'ting  nprm 
upturned  psIN,  bosid'  and  cbnnk.s  fif 
wood,  some  standing,  tlie  preacher 
ujion  a sleigh  for  a platform  with  an 
inverted  box  for  a desk.  And  even  in 
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he  churches  there  was  litilo  comfort, 

! carcely  more  than  a shelter  from  I lie 
lements,  the  only  heat  from  foot 
toves,  roup:li,  liigh  b‘ieke,l  seals  for 
he  worshippi'r’s  comfort.  Even  tlie 
romcn  .stteielcd  church  barefoote.d. 
5ut  mniil  all  the  h(irdshii)s  and  dis 
omforts  j)eo])!e  attended  upon  the 
iQcans  of  grace  with  zest  and  r.'lish, 
iralkiug  long  miles,  perhaps  driven 
artly,  liy  a uesire  for  ueighhorly  in- 
erchauge  of  new.s.  but  .surely,  too,  b}' 
high  appreciation  of  the  things  of 
IJod — solace  and  stay  for  that  rough 
ife  the}'  lived.  Sometimes  these  early 
(daces  of  worship  were,  to  use  tho 
Irishman’s  phrase,  “Killed  to  the  brim 
tJsido  and  out”— and  hundreds,  unable 
n get  room  within,  gathered  around 
1 le  church  and  listened  to  the  preachet’s 
I oiec  coming  through  the  open  doors 
nd  windows. 

i We  must  now  turn  for  a few 
jjoments  to  the  spceinl  subject  of  our 
faper— Tiie  Early  Reformed  Ehurch. 
<.  few  word.s  of  explanaiion  in  rcg.-ird 

!■)  the  Reformed  Church  will  iio7  he 
luiss.  It  is  llni  term  app’ied  |o  that 
ivision  of  I’rotestantism  tlint  Inid  its 
ise  in  Switzerland  in  l.'ilf),  under  tlie 
tath'rshijt  of  /wittgli^  it  was  eon. 
Miiporary  with  hut  disiinet  from  the 
lUthoran  movenicnt.  It  soon  gaiutMl  a 
Dothold  in  the  Oermtin  centers  of 
witz'-rland  and  in  the  I’/dMtinate.  in 
lollaud  and  in  Kianec.  The  Reformed 
hureli  ill  America  is  the  descendaui  of 
1C  Refonustion  in  llollnml.  'I'he  Re- 
jriiiod  Church  in  the  United  Slates,  to 
’liich  Ihechurcli  at  Rearylown  belongs, 

1 ileseended  from  the  Uermaii  cliuieh! 
he  Reformed  tvpe  of  Christian  doe- 
inc  is  Caiviiiistie.  as  laneht  liy  the 
leidelherg  eateehism,  in  close  agree- 
jent  with  the  Westminister  confession 
f the  Presby'crian  clinrch  to  which  it 
1 clo.sely  allied,  also  in  form  of 
oveinment — the  form  which  is  most 
accord  with  onr  R>'piiblican  mscitn. 

I oils.  Indeed,  later  scholars  contend 
jiat  Holland  more  than  any  other 

IDuntiy  has  furnished  the  priueiph*s 
pon  which  our  natural  institutions  are 
iounded 

I The  Protestant  faith  was  held  in 
llolland  at  the  greatest  sacrifice.  They 


Jong  defied  Philip  11.  hi.  mini, 
hacked  as  they  were,  i.y  |,,,. 
mihlai  y and  ccelesia>tie..l  r,  .v.„rc.  , 
Spain,  then  the  grejile.si  power  in  ihe 
world.  So  caia  niloiis  was  its  ctnidi 
tioii  during  ilie  eighty  }c.',is  war  thai 
tlie  RefOiined  Cliiirch  c.dhd  it.selt 
‘^riie  Cliureh  under  lim  Cross. 
Finally,  its  iiidomiiable  pluck  and 
per.'-isieiice  wme  out  the  spirit  of  iu 
foe,  It  then  breame  (be  a.s}liiui  of  all 
the  persecuted  of  olln  r hnul.s.  The 
lilgrini.s  from  Eiigland  .son/iit  refuge 
theic  ln'fore  hr.aviiig  Ihedangi  rsof  ilie 
sea  ami  ihe  iierils  of  the  iohospilable 
shores  of  New  I'highnul.  The  Ilngue- 
iiots,  driven  from  France,  found 
safely  and  liberty  in  Holland  and 
idenlilied  tliemsolves  with  the  Dutch 
Reformed  church 

^Oiir  great  eomnioiiwcalt  h of  Now 
York  is  closely  related  to  Mils  brave 
|ieople,  as  they  were  its  (irsl  colonists. 
In  KiO.),  Hemirick  Hinison.  in  the  em- 
jihiy  i,t  the  Dutch  V\’est  India  Com- 
paii}'.  entered  New  Voik  l>ay  and 
sailed  lip  liie  North  iliver.  In  1611  a 
Irmling  iiosl,  was  estahli.shcd  on  .Man- 
hatiaii  1-hind  and  onr  great  nietropoli.s 
v;as  liorn.  In  1 62.‘!  a permanent  sgri 
cilllnral  seltiement  was  made  aiuf  in 
162b  a ehnrcli  was  organized  wliicli 
has  had  a coniinnoiis  e\iH|oiieo  to  this 
day  and  is  with  reason  snjiposed  to  lie 
,tlie  old,  s'  I'rolestanl  elinicli  on  this 
euntiiienl.  Oilier  e!inreh<s  of  Hol- 
landers and  Hiieiiniioi.s  were  estaldislied 
along  (he  Hudson  and  Mohawk  and  iu 
New  .lersey  ami  I’eiinsylvaiiia.  ’I'he 
(lermaii  hraiicli  of  the  ReforuK  d eliureh 
enli'red  later  and  was  Imilt  up  [iriiicip- 
ally  iu  Peiinsy ! vaiiia.  Now  this  coun- 
try was  settled  hirgely  by  liie  children 
cf  this  (icroi'in.  Huguenot  and  Dutch 
ancestry,  coming  from  New  .Jersey  and 
Pemi.s}  I vaiiia.  They  are  stanueh  ad- 

herents of  the  faith  of  their  fathers. 
We  liave  referred  to  the  chnreii  founded 
by  Rev.  .Tiplni  Lindsley  m 1800.  It 
was  organizi’d  as  Ilie  First  I’reshy- 
terian  (Jliurch  of  Oviil,  and  w as  liie 
first  society  In  the  town  of  Ovid,  then 
comprising  also  ilie  towns  of  J.odi  and 
Covert.  A largo  element  in  its  meiu- 
bership  were  of  Reformed  lineage. 
And  it  was  not  strange  that,  iu 
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,!-.r  f.  iir  y tir-i  of  (i”e;r.slniiHl  lui.ssionary 
„ , I.|r alioo.s  dliniig  the  vac'iney  (d  Uio 
jt.lpii  its  aOiliaiion  was  I riii'fei ri’d  to 
; el.isses  of  Monleom  -ry  of  the  Re- 
t„  nod  Clinreh  aiel  the  Rev.  Abralmm 
lliol.aw  beoame  its  Sellled  pasicir. 
IJn  lor  hia  guidance  it,  |>rosp<  led  greatly 
Slot  its  iiiomb.  rship  grew  to  over  two 
liuiolred. 

Everything  went  well  until  1822. 
when  the  chnreli  was  rent  by  that 
seces.sion  moveiiieni  from  the  lie 
foniiepl  Chinch  tliat  resulted  in  the 
foimiiig  of  the  'I’rne  Uefonned  Ctmn  h. 
The  paalor,  a nr  jorily  of  the  ollieers 
and  blit  a minority  of  the  eoogregalioii 
j'lined  the  secession.  I.itigalion  over 
liie  pro|criy  followed  mitil  Hie  value 
of  it  was  eaten  no  by  b-gal  cos's.  Rut 
tlic  title  was  iiwardi'd  lo  tint  larger 
nan  of  the  coiigregatioii  that  held  lo 
ihe  old  ecelesia.stie-d  naiua  and  re.la- 

tOrllS. 

Reiiu;  ill  need  of  a ciinreli  lioiiie,  it 
Was  decii.oil  lo  built  ill  l.h,*  village  of 
l.odi,  upon  liio  site  where  the  piC'cnt 
(dilice  slamts.  It  was  at  this  lime 
lliat  Hie  congreg.'.lioii  of  the  (d  I h>g 
chiii'eii,  of  wliioli  we  I'ave  spoken, 
sided  ill  Hie  ere'  tion  of  a inw  lioiise  of 
woiship  and  shined  its  pi  ivdi'g*  s It 
was  afierwards  merged  into  Hie  L,eli 
ltel'orni<‘(i  Cliiireli 

li  was  ahonl  this  lime,  al.so,  that  the 
pastor  of  lliC  E''di  elniieh  In  gau  lo  till 
a regular  appoint meot  at  Fsrmervillc. 
The  Old  clinrch  bad  been  silir.led  on 
the  road,  oim  niilo  north  of  the  liigli- 
way  between  l.oiii  and  FarnK-r,  and 
abmit  halfway  lietween  tlie  two  lo- 
calities, so  that  the  inhabit  nits  of  tlie 
vicinity  iiatiirallv  drawn  lo  that  eliurch 
roiild  nailiiy  aHeml.  After  Hie  rc 
moval  to  loi'ii,  it  bia'.aine  neet>ssar\  for 
tiie  preacher  lo  living  hi.s  niessajte  to 
liiein  in  ihoirown  vilhage.  This  event- 
ually resulted  in  the  oi gHidzdioii  of 
hnoiiior  R.foriiied  fhnrch  in  Farmer, 
in  Novmber  1830.  which,  wiili  Hie 
Raptist  Clnireh  of  the  same  village, 
(irgan’zed  ten  year.s  earlier  from  Ihe 
inotl.er  eluiicli  at  C‘’Verl  has  heeii  the 

o'er  cf  ••lirislian  inlliience  and  power 
for  good  ill  that  e,  mmnnity. 

'Die  church  that  was  organized  as 
’-e  True  Dutch  Church  by  those  who 


secceded  from  the  old  ino’her  clnirrh 
ill  1822  erei  t' d a house  of  wor-lop 
about  oiic-half  mile  ea^t  <if  Hie  old 
Cililiei'  lb  mine  I’.roSnw  ci.iitinned  his 
njiiii<lry  there  nn’il  I8;i8,  v.hen  lie  was 
siici-eeded  by  Rev  Arcldhidd  .M<  Niel 
miiil  186.0.  1:0  was  the  last  pas’or. 

and  the  eliureh  he  h.ad  sorvtd  so  long 
and  failhfiilly  l•(•csme  known  h.crilly 
as  the  Mi-Niol  Cliiircu  The  s,s-ieiy 
lina'ly  (hs'miided,  and  the  Imitdiag  was 
fahen  down  about  18<6.  Nolldiig 
now  ri'iiiains  to  mark  the  p-iti*  of  eiilo-r 
of  ihe^elwo  Old  cliiiri  lies  e.w,  pt  Hie 
little  grave  }aril  iu  Hie  vicinity  which 
is  now  sehhmi  used. 

l!  inaj-  lie  well  to  insert  a few  iiems 
o(  liislorieal  interested  closely  eon 
Defied  wiili  the  bfe  of  this  earlv  Re- 
formed Chni'c.h  of  the  old  town  of  Ovid, 
in  Hi'-  pit  sent  town  of  boili.  'I’he  lir-t 
settler  in  what  is  no'v  the  town  r,f 
Lodi  wa.s  (Icorge  F.anseit,  who  lo-a  e.! 
dir,  oily  upon  .Snlbvnn's  trail.  He  iic- 
caiiie  a ni'mih,*r  of  lids  ehiireh,  am, 
nis  dfingl'.ter  vva“  tlie  tir.-t  child  t.orn  in 
the  Irwn,  prrdiaJdy  in  Hie  eoiintv 
Silas  Ibdsev,  arioihcr  early  arriv'  d in 
tills  .scelioii,  ami  slaiineh  friend  ami 
supporter  of  this  ehiiri'li.  Iniih  the 
lirsi  gri-t  miil  in  H.o  coiiiUy,  gav.-!  Hie 
plot  of  ground  for  the  tir.s'  chmch 
e.lili.  e and  for  a c,  nieterv,  arnl  'Orvod 
as  lh‘‘  first  candy  cl'ik.  Tlf  liv-t 
puhlic  r.  ligioiis  Services  known  t ' l>ave 

been  held  in  this  count  V wire  lodd  in 
1794  at  the  In  ii-pO  of  AliraliHiii  ( overt, 
ill  Hie  town  of  Ovid.  He  was  a .ler-ey- 
nisn  ami  a faiilifiil  son  of  the  R formed 
thiiireli. 

Th,-i',‘  is  an  inleresiiog  im  i.hmt  ro- 
la'cl  111  eoniic’lion  wltli  Hie  in  image 
of  liis  son.  “It  w'l*'  t'l't  •if'f  niarr.a  .'C 
wliieh  too's  place  in  the  town.  It  r,e 
eiirred  in  1793,  was  a triple  iiiMnage. 
Thr-  i>"rties  were  AhraliHiii  A.  ('orevt  y 

and  Catheiiiie  Cov.-rt,  .Im.-ph  U'il-..d 

nml  Anna  WykotV,  F.iioch  Covert  and 
.lane  .Stewart  They  were  . hligi  d to 
cross  SiUicea  I.ak,*  to  limi  a j‘i-lit’e  au- 
thorized to  pel  form  the  rereio.  nV  ” 

A little  later  than  their  D’lt.d,  ••O'l-ins 
from  New  .I-rsey  settle,!  in  Oril. 
Cennans  from  !’•  nn* vlv»nia,  w Mh  a 
few  from  the  Intherland,  h.  gan  in  ik- 
ing homes  for  themselves  in  the  town 
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>f  Kayclle.  I'hfy  broiiglil  willi  ihom 
Ue  s.nujc  love  fer  the  lleioriueil  fiitli 
f ilieir  liitliori^  )i;i<l  ilieir  same  u-speet 
111'  etliu'iiiien,  ami  eiiily  hiiilt  the 
ijofi'h  utiil  school.  'I'lie  llrsi  cloi^y- 
laii  to  sctlie  m llie  town  oi  l'nyi  tie 
/ns  ihe  Kcv.  AiiUiOuy  ilou^  of  the 
lermnii  l;i-t'i)rmctl  Uliuich,  who  took 
p his  I'csiiU'iice  iliei'i:  jusi  one  liniidred 
eats  ago,  1S"4.  ii'  fore  his  couiini;, 
lis  loinmunily,  wiili  others  in  the 
junty,  hnil  eiij'  yeit  occiisional  preach- 
ig  Services  in  school  hniUlmgs,  burns 
;ju  private  houses.  For  several  years 
iter  his  ei.niiiisr  he  serve>l  the  people 
i the  capacity  of  pastor,  preaching  in 
le  (Telman  luligiiage,  in  tlie  I’.iirgli 
•hool  house  ami  ai  the  resuleuce  of 
eery  tliiiger  at  Bearytown.  Finsliy, 

1 Deceuiber  20.  Ib09.  llie  L’r-il  at- 
topi  at  foruiul  ehnicli  oreanizai ion 
as  lliaile  at  a met  ting  of  Germ.an  Re- 
■iiiieil  amt  Lniheriin  resiilents  at  the 
urgh  School  house.  This  is  tlie  origin 
the  oldest  existing  church  organiza- 
jii  in  the  town  of  Fayette.  Steps 
ere  soon  taken  to  piovitle  for  a suit- 
ole  house  of  woiship  to  Im  used  iiy 
<th  ileuoiiiiualious,  and  probably  early 
: IblG  the  building  was  dedii  aied. 

was  a log  structure  22  liy  28  leet, 
llilt  upon  the  site  of  the  ineseiit  stone 
iiitice  of  tl.e  Christ  Retormed  C'o:i- 

ifsgaiion  at  lb  ary  town.  Rev 

OuJ^  had  a preaching  station  al.so  at 
est  Fayette,  frcm  whioli  Jeiiisulem 
lirnrch  was  furiind  iu  tiie  summer  of 
iHl  (It  appe.ais  .also  from  dcnoiiii- 
|,lional  recoi'tls  that  tiie  town  of  Kay. 
;e  was  visited  for  a peiiod  of  y t'ars, 
17  to  1825,  by  missionaiies  sent  out 
tlie  Hutch  Refoi  tiled  (Jlinrch,  Imi  no 
rmaiieiit  church  organizaiion  resnlied 
jm  their  labors  ) No  sketch  of  this 
hformed  1 hnreh  in  Fayette  would  lie 
|uip!ete  wilhont  allusion  to  one  of  its 
btcirates.  remaikaljle  as  tiie  longest 
the  niuiidsof  the  county  ami  seldom 
rpas.icd  in  tiie  recoid  of  any  chnri'ti. 
efer  to  the  ministry  of  Rev.  Diedrich 
illers,  U.  1)  , who  for  a iieriod  of 
arly  sixty -one  y ears,  from  1821  to 
82,  served  this  cliureh.  Hi.s  work 
113  largely  tliat  of  a pioneer  pastor. 

I side  bis  duties  lo  his  own  people  be 
ItVed  also  at  difiereut  times  at  six 


other  pl.accs  in  the  comity  and  .at  s.  v.  i. 
or  ciglit  other  points  ni  I'ompl.im. 
nga,  Wayne,  biviiigslon  and  .Niagara 
coiinlie.s,  performing  .a  large  poriioii 
of  the  travel,  iiicidciil,  to  so  extended  a 
field  of  lal'or,  on  liors.-btlck.  in  the 
early  years  of  has  ministiy.  The  p .wer 
of  the  elmicli  in  any  eomimmily  is 
largely  eommensurale  with  the  personal 
foice  of  its  repri'.seiilatives.  that  is,  its 
member.s,  a'love  all  its  ministry.  Tlie 
iidlneiiee  of  one  sneb  slurdy,  inde. 
fa-  igalile,  devout  le.adcr  in  a com- 
mnnity  lor  so  long  a period  is  simply 
iiiesiinialile  and  far  .snrpa•^^es,  in  the 
ilcplh  of  the  inipiession  it  makes,  the 
stiongest  inllnenee  of  shorter  pas- 
torates however  briliiantor  impressive. 
Tiie  imjue.ss  of  tliat  one  eiiaraeter, 
noble  and  f.'iiilifnl,  id  iiilied  so  clo.sely 
willi  all  that  the  church  stands  for,  so 
conspicnoiisly  l.efore  the  eyes  of  men, 
puts  a stamp  upon  the  life  within  its 
radius  liiat  endures  for  generations. 
And  tlic  chnreh  that  fiirnislies  such  a 
center  of  religions  life  is  an  estinialile 
factor  ill  llie  development  of  a town’s 
life  ami  givis  it  stiong  id  aims  upon  tlie 
res|iecl  ami  gratitude  of  the  pc.ple. 

The  oniy  I'liier  Itcformiil  CImreli 
in  till'  eoiinly  licsides  these  ihrec  I have 
mentioned,  is  that  at  I'y  re,  wldch  was 
organized  in  1835,  a.s  tlie  result  of  a 
union  with  a I’fesliy  tei  ian  Clinich 
formed  ill  llie  vieinity  a few  years  lie- 
foie.  The  dale  i,f  iis  lorni’dion  is  too 
late  to  include  it  among  the  early 
clinrclies  to  which  my  paper  is  limited. 

This  resume  of  Hie  chiin  lies  of  tliis 
order  reveals  the  fact  that,  alitiongh 
tn<‘y'  have  not  heroine  nnmmerous 
wnhin  onr  terrilory.  they  have  been 
lulliieiilial  in  the  life  of  the  county 
from  the  hegiiining  of  its  lii.slory',  inti- 
mately assoeiati  d as  iln-y  were  with 
the  first  things  of  its  life,  but  also  of 
onr  slate  ami  county. 

In  the  lime  allotted  for  this  pa|ier. 
it  has  been  impos-ible  to  do  more  tlinu 
toncli  upon  the  begioiiing  of  the  (dinreti 
life  of  mir  county,  rdthongh  om*  's 
strongly  tempted  to  go  more  into  d-*. 
tail,  ami  digress  into  paths  liial  wi-iiU 
le.ad  Us  among  the  ilally  siirroniahec* 
of  our  fathers,  and  to  .show  ilo-m  i» 
their  hardships  and  th  ir  iriumpi* 
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wMe'i  their  sturdy  religions  faith  sin- 
rw'd  lie  into  bear.  It  is  only  by  a 
l.  « ilasle’S  I'f  liglit  n|ion  Hie  .seie<  n 
ih'l  I h ive  (dlcm|iled  lo  help  youent'T 
hy  imagination  into  Hedr  early  slnig- 
glo.a.  i licsc  Ill'  ll  and  women  of  imle- 
taiigablc  labor,  niidanniod  courage, 
and  iindonbting  failli,  laul  tlic,  tonml 
atitin;  of  onr  picsent  luxurious  aed 
coniforlable  living,  of  onr  hopeful  out- 
look on  llie  fn'nce,  and  of  our  trusting 
iijilook  aiul  npreaeli  for  things  of  tlm 
spirit  that  make  for  rigliiconsness,  love 
and  |)cnce.  As  the  spirit  of  the  Eng 
lisli  I’nriinn,  and  the  .Seoteli  Conven 
enter,  and  the  Kri'iicli  lingeiiot.  and 
the  sturdy  Dutchman,  and  liis^  phleg- 
matic (lerman  brntli'T  lived  in  tlie 
early  settlers  of  this  county,  prompt- 


ing them  to  bring  Ihoir  faith  and  z^sl 
to  this  virgin  wilderness  of  forest  and 
moiass  as  their  fa'lirrs  hail  lironght 
tin  111  lo  tbejc  imtrio  1 sliori-s,  so  may 
it  abide  in  ns.  the  source  of  that  in- 
telligent and  virliions  manhood  winch 
must  ever  bo  iho  bed  roek  of  perrirn- 
eiicy  for  onr  Aincriraii  ins'iiuiioos. 
Hand  in  hand  willi  llie  school  tl-.at  pro- 
ni  tes  the  intel'ig.  non  wliieli  a free 
people  always  need  for  «o'f-govern- 
mciil,  and  will)  Ihe  court  which  main 
tains  .ami  ndminisi,  rs  laws  of  cqii'ty 
nnd  j'lsiicc.  must  go  the  church  which 
fosicrs  that  regard  for  virtm- and  i ight. 
and  tliat  faith  tliat  purifn  s and  emio'dos 

the  life  which  uses  the  nnexcelh'd 
priveleges  our  civiliza'ion  puts  into  our 
hands. 
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^reservation  of  Private  and  Public 

Records. 

By  Dr.  William  Austin  UTacy. 


We  must  assume  that  the  I'tcser- 
atif'i)  of  j'liviite  iind  puhlie  rei'oiiis  is 
I iii'jiortftiu'c  to  the  iihiividiinl  and  to 
he  s'nt» . If  we  do  not,  liteii  wlnl 
ave  we  fiT  tlio  i.'iii  to  hn-o  Ids 

cc'Hint  of  tlie  tunes  in  wi-.icli  we  live, 
tid  too,  without  a liisutiy,  is  not  a 
e 'j)le  wiitiout  tlie  incentive  to  fight 
iving  and  thinking  in  many  wajs.  If 
;e  live  without  locofilmg  whiit  will 
I'int  out  the  differences  between  us 
11(1  ttiose  wlio  have  gone  In  fiu'e  or 
nose  wlio  come  after,  are  we.  not  then 
ving  to  a great  extent  as  ilic  tre*’S 
.ve,  and  who  shall  tell  the  tale  when 
line  rolls  around. 

From  the  earliest  limes  we  li.svo  yet 
3 look  for  a people  who  did  not  in 
I’lue  way  seek  to  pre'<’rve  their  own 
istories,  iiot  only  irilml  1ml  the,]  per- 
Olial  histories  of  tho  families  wliiidi 
ii.'ide  up  ti'C  aggregation  of  people, 
'or  only  do  wo  Iind  by  tradition  and 
■ ritteii  history  that  private  and  pnhiic 
isieries  of  men  and  ilmir  times  liavc 
■ee;i  hand'd  down,  lint  all  along  Hio 
vay,  as  far  hack  as  ive  ean  g's,  we  find 
xann>les  of  the  giaatisl  and  host  of 
ipople  eneonragiiig  us  to  kep  our  his 
cries,  and  in  modern  limes  the  great- 
si  of  our  citizens  have  oiieouraged 
hose  aroimd  them  to  emulate  the  past 
nd  do  hett'  r in  this  respect. 

In  a eonniry  where  '.he  elementary 
lopnlation  has  ehanged  to  the  exli'iit 
lint  ours  ha=,  and  where  even  gicati  r 
•hanges  are  likely  to  take  place  in  llie 
ntnre,  il  would  seem  tliat  if  wo  woiiM 
tave  the  post'a’ily  of  a few  generations 
iiiow  anv ili'iig  at  all  about  tlieir  for- 
ic.ars  more  attention  than  lias  oftcti 
?xertod  wtntld  have  to  used,  or  they 
lYOiild  be  a nameless  race  among  those 
[vho  would  have  a history. 

Possibly  the  best  use  for  the  preser- 


vation of  lamily  history  or  genealogy, 
is  to  serve  to  stimnlale  tlioso  who  come 
after  to  rigiii  living  amt  to  vie  with 
iIk'S'i  wlio  have  gone  heforo  m living 
so  that  clean  recoids  and  lives  of  miieli 
n.sefnb'Css  to  their  lellowmeti,  ma>  be 
the  records  that  will  be  wiitten.  Let 
a man  have  ever  so  niui'h  of  this 
world’s  goods  ami  yet  how  mncli  of  it 
can  I'C  really  n-i  d fur  Ids  actual  neces- 
sities? 11  ottr  ,\iueii';an  people  are  al- 
wavs  too  interest'd  m the  making  of 
monev  onlv,  wlialol  the  respoiisildlilies 
ot  the  use  of  wii.al  is  h fl  hehiiid  hy 
those  who  have  aeepured? 

What  have  we  to  say  of  the  rational 
iiteentive  to  gel,  alo'ad  in  tlie  world  in 
the  sveiago  indivnioal?  No  mat'or 
how  ambiiioits  the  imlividital  may  be, 
ti'g'hlier  with  whateve.r  lie  <1  cs  or 
siieeeo'ts  to,  runs  the  responsibility  of 
the  iiidiv  ideal  ill  the  many  oilier  di- 
rections ( f life.  If  Im  shaki‘8  them  till 
lu)  is  only  emi-sided  nnd  he  lives  the 
most  sodisli  and  scodid  life.  lie  lives 
only  to  himself,  losing  in  this  tlie  very 
b'-st  llial  won'd  o'-lmrwise  come  to  him. 
'I'hat  we.  makv;  comuaiisoiis  then,  a 
history  is  necessary,  and  it  is  of  use  to 
preserve  for  the  inturo  a rect'rd  of  Kin- 
ship  and  ania'slry.  tiiat  it  may  be  help- 
ful ill  I Ik  so  w ays  ami  many  more  which 
I will  not  take  the  time  to  point  out 
now. 

When  we  stop  to  aseerlain  what  has 
been  done  in  preserving  private  ami 
pnblie  records  we  are  at  (.mee  slrtick 
with  the  fact  that  to-day  there  is  ten 
times  nnd  more  tlic  iiiterest  in  ttie.-e 
matters  than  there  was  only  a few 
years  ago.  That  tliis  i.s  due  in  l-yg" 
part  to  the  formation  of  inir  vari''ii* 
patriotic  and  colonial  S'lcieiies  is  I’fK 
ably  true,  but  this  has  hei'u  h'  li  ‘'u  ’• 
two  ways.  It  has  sUmnldcd  a-  ai- 
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.,.tri"lism  and  helped  to  make  onr 
i-icn  .sml  wonmn  lieltcr  citizens  because 
I'l.  V iiave  hail  a grea'er  |>iiile  in  llmir 
r.nmtry.  Il  hini  also  causeil  them  to 
s'mly  in  more  detail  wlial  has  tiel|>od 
to  make  the  greatness  of  lids  onr  comi- 
iry  ami  lo  glory  mor'!  than  they  ever 
ihonght.  of  d'liiig  in  the  goml  doetis  of 
tlfir  aimestors.  All  this  h'is  inmi'd- 
i'ltely  rcpiired  that  if  limy  knew  who 
their  forbears  were,  that  their  ri-coids 
rhonid  be  preserved  and  those  of  ns 
who  have  taken  inteiesl  in  these  mattors 
from  a love  of  history,  do.,  have 
walelied  with  mneh  plcnsnre  this 
growth  of  interest  in  tlieso  directions. 

The  tendency  formerly  was  to  give 
too  little  care  lo  any  reeoids  or  doeti. 
nienfs  when  they  were  once  throii'zh 
with  for  tho  lime  tx  ing,  ami  wo  Iht'l  in 
making  onr  im)niries  into  these  matters 
that  any  kind  of  a pbice  is  nsnall.y  prn- 
videil  for  all  kinds  of  pnblie  .and  pri- 
vate rc'ords  until  the  imhlie.  c.onseience 
is  avvak'  ited  amt  they  learn  how  easily 
these  things  dis'ipiiear  ami  are  lost  to 
(be  fiilnre.  Often  Imve  we  found  and 
are  to  Iind  that  even  in  the  eas'i  of 
comity  ami  otlmr  very  imiiorl-nt  r'■eords 
ii'cUi'liog  e"Uit  f'CTils,  that  at  sneli  a 
tinm  all  wen;  hnnil.  tip,  lim'  'he  col- 
lection of  years  consumed  in  smoke. 
I remember  reading  a letter  fiotn  a 

coiTi  spoii'leni  ill  tlie  Island  "f  damaiea. 
that  at  a certain  lime,  when  their 
Islnnd  w.sp  nmler  imnlial  law.  the 
Ooveinnr  oi'tered  many  loa'ls  of  tbo 
rarest  papi  rs  vlating  to  tbe  Island’s 
history  to  bo  inrned  ini'-itlie  I’.io  Oob.  e, 
one  of  their  prineipsl  rivers,  wilh  I'te 
words.  “Away  with  the  a'-enrs'-d  past.’ 
Yet  the  inemorv  of  'he  1’"“^'' 

those  things  which  encourages  os  most 
to  trust  lo  the  coiisidations  ef  religion 
and  live  so  tlial  the  review  at  I he  eml 
of  life  will  be  to  our  credit  rather  than 
the  reverse. 

Little  by  lidlc  we  are  gathering  up 
and  caring  for  onr  historic  relics.  All 
over  tlie  country  histoiical  .socmtics  are 
'Ining  good  work  amt  we  af;  only  'loing 
in  tliTs  country  that  which  is  being  'tone 
tac  world  over.  In  Massachusetts,  an 
•iniiliim  act  has  been  liad  which  assists 
• in  in  gradually  getting  the  vit.al 
• iiLtics  cf  all  their  towns  placed  in 


jirint  and  preserved,  and  tlicc  are  be- 
ing is-iued  I')  such  subscrih'-rs.  inelti'l- 
ing  putilic  libraries,  etc.  al  the  noinimd 
stimof  aeciil  a (i.sge,  including  bind- 
ing. A limve  is  liemg  made  to  g'  l the 
Ollier  N'(!W  Kngl.'iii'l  Stat''H  to  ilo  the 
fisiiie  thing  and  it  is  lo  be  hO[iei|  that 
all  of  our  own  eaily  ri'corils  will  one 
(lay  be  [daeod  in  print,  so  fh'it  Ihose 
stu'lying  tl'C  eaily  colonial  hisi'jry. 
will  have  less  d llicully  in  gelling  actual 
fads  on  which  t"  build. 

Ill  tlic  matter  of  collecting  family 
history  the  society  to  do  the  most  ami 
best  work  is  the  New  ^ iirk  (iCimalog- 

ii-al  and  Iti'igraplii'ial  ?*ocieiy,  of  N'ew 

York  Stale.  Tliis  society  has  ii.s  head- 
qn.arlers  at  New  York  City,  where  il 
h.ss  its  own  firc-prnof  building  and  tire- 
proof  vaults,  and  il  has  suppl'  n";iH< d 
the  work  don'' by  the  N'wv  \ork  His- 
torical .'Society  ami  the  other  hi-loncal 
so'-ieti's  of  the  state  by  eoHccting  as 

much  of  strictly  f.amtly  history  as  has 

been  possi'ile.  I h.ave  lia'l  tlie  lemor 
for  a fi!W  years  repre-onl  this 

Sf'cletv  in  Senca  Counts'  as  a nn'mlicr 
of  their  It.  search  Committ'-e,  ami  it 
was  om;  of  the  purposes  of  my  at'eiid- 
anee  al  your  anniversary  iii'etiiig  lo 
say  I'l  yoiir  rrminbcrs  h'lW  much  onr  so- 
ei''iv  i.s*  inicr'’sled  in  ail  liistorm.-.l  work, 
parlicularlv  iu  '''C  proscrvaHon  of 
fninily  hi-lori'-s.  an'l  how  gla'I  they 
would  be  through  myself  to  ri’C-ive 
such  Idstorieal  notes  of  any  of  the 
families  of  Ihia  dis'riel  as  mi'glil  be 
prepaic'i  and  snbmilie'l  for  pre-cr- 
vaiion.  I I'avi  hml  some  very  i'lt'T- 
esling  notes  given  iiio  of  this  kind  and 
I am  [iromise'l  more  and  1 wo'd'l  at 
all  li'iies  be  gla'I  to  act  in  bringing 
any  work  ef  tliis  kiml  before  onr  So- 
cieiy  ami  in  seeing  that  it  is  preset ved 
for  the  future  use  of  the  many  others 
who  won!. I thus  acfpiirc  a InrgT  op. 
p'.rtniiitv  for  consulting  wh'it  they 
woul'l  natnrslly  I'H'k  t'>  such  a repos- 
itory  of  .such  information  amt  r\p  ct 
to  find  more  easily,  as  it  accnninlates, 
than  in  the  hamls  of  private  imli vnlnals 
where  it  is  more  likely  to  lie  lost  or 
destroyed.  I would  then  ask  that 
those  who  wonhl  desire  to  save  family 
genealogies  as  may  have  been  compiled, 
family  bible  records  which  in  time  dU- 
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ippear.  and  other  historical  iiiformntion 
jwhich  is  worlliy  of  being  perpetuated, 
jlhould  send  me  neatly  made  copies  for 
ihe  purpose  of  tlieir  hcing  deposited 
{ivith  the  central  society  and  will  assist 
In  any  way  possible  such  as  aio  desir 
)Ui  of  s'aiting  information,  if  ihev  will 
le  good  euon.h  in  writing  to  enclose 
•eturu  postage  that  the  burden  may 
lot  be  too  lunch  one  way. 

In  listening  to  tlie  man)-  interesting 
jarticulars  of  the  Hon.  JMr.  Willers’ 
Dost  interesting  paper,  and  in  consider 
ng  the  work  you  are  attcm[)ting  to  do 
n Seneca  County,  I am  struck  with  the 
.'act  that  there  dees  not  seem  to  be  any 
'ery  general  move  to  colject  from  all 
ources  systematically,  but  only  fiom 
’Cur  one  town.  Considering  that  you 
lavc  a sister  society  in  Waterloo,  I 
hink  it  is  a pity  that  .a  move  cannot 
le  made  to  form  a general  county  .so- 
iefy,  whoso  mr lllbcr.^llip  should  ex- 
end to  all  who  might  bo  iiiteror.(eil  in 
'pur  work,  including  the  dcscciulaiits 
if  former  residents  of  jsenec.a  (Jointy. 
inch  societies  do  a much  laigor  work, 
nd  by  charging  a nominal  fee  which 
.11  woulii  feci  they  could  allord.  it  is 
lossihle  to  collect  from  so  large  a 
umber  if  any  proper  interest  is  de- 
elopcd,  that  a good  publication  fund 
an  be  e.slablislicd  and  soiwctliing 
eally  well  gotten  up  can  be  pre.sented 
aeh  year  to  the  moiubers,  and  dis- 
'itrsi  d at  an  incrcaso  in  price  to  such 
there  as  may  show  interest  and  want 


copies  of  the  Collections  of  the  So'b  -v 
A number  of  such  sociciie,  ^re  uud!., 
way  and  domg  execllent  work  and 
many  more  will  undoubtedly  be  formed 
a.s  time  progr*  s.se.s. 

Why  not  test  [lie  puhlic  intcre.st  in  a 
suggestion  of  tins  kind  and  see  wln  tli.  r 
chapters  of  a fo.v  active  worker.s  can 
not  be  establi.slied  in  each  town,  v9ho 
can  work  witli  the  cilieers  of  the  ccn. 
tral  society  in  collecting  systematically 
what  would  be  placed  in  print  at  the 
end  of  each  yeai?  1 a,,,  of  the  opinion 
that  a movement  of  this  kind  would 
awaken  considerable  interest  and  I 
know  (icrsomilly  of  ono  or  more  col. 
leclion.s  .already,  of  matters  of  much 
interest,  which  would  proba'ily  bo  con- 
tribiiiioiis  foward.s  establishing  a col- 
lection  in  which  Scnec.a  County  would 
feel  a special  pride.  Per.sonally  I 
would  prefer  to  .«ee  any  collection  of 
relie.s  of  historic  value  given  to  the 
largest  jtuhlic  libi’.ary  which  might 
become  established  in  the  countv,  pro- 
vided always  that  this  wa.s  a tire  proof 
building  with  oUicr  fa.-ilities  for  stor- 
imr  .Mss  given  to  it,  etc. 

I have  suL'gesscd  tliat  this  matter  be 
opened  to  discti.s.aion  in  the  papers  of 
llie  county,  and  if  snlllc.ient  intere.st  to 
justify  us  is  nianifesled,  tliat  some  of 
ns  get  together  and  see  what  can  be 
done  in  really  establishing  a movement 
tii.at  shall  react  to  the  credit  and  re- 
nown of  Seneca  County. 


Judiciary  of  the  County  of  Seneca. 

BY  HON.  JOHN  E.  RICHARDSON. 


On  the  20th  day  of  April  1777,  the 
representatives  of  tlie  State  of  New 
^ork  assembled  at  Kiiigsion  and 
adopted  tlie  tirsl  Constitution  of  the 
State  of  New  York.  Under  that  i.on- 
stiuuion  the  County  Judge  or  the  first 
Judge  of  the  County  of  Seneca  were 
ajtpoiiiled  ollicers.  Tlie  23rd  snli-divi 
sion  of  said  Constitution  provides 
that  a'l  officers,  other  than  those  wlio 
by  this  cor.stiintioii  are  directed  to  be 
otherwise  appointed,  shall  be  ap- 
pointed in  tiie  manner  following,  to. 
wit:  The  Assembly  shall  once  in  each 
year,  openly  nominale  and  ajipoint 
one  of  the  tSenators  from  each  great 
disifict,  which  tienator  will  form  a 
council  for  the  appuinimeut  of  the 
said  officers,  and  wtiich  the  Governor 
for  the  time  being  shall  be  iiresident 
and  have  a casting  vote,  but  no  oilier 
vote ; and  with  ilie  advice  and  coii- 
seiu  of  said  Council  shall  appoint  all 
the  said  offieers. 

'lliat  the  lirsi  Judge  of  the  (’ouiity 
Court  in  every  County  shall  liold 
office  during  good  behavior  or  uniil 
they  bliall  have  attained  tlie  age  of 
bixiy  yeais.  This  piov.sii,)ii  continued 
in  force  until  1822  wlien  said  consii- 
itution  was  atneii'lcd  eiipo.vei  iiig  the 
Governor  willi  the  consent  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  make  such  judicial  appoiiiimeiits 
and  such  appuiiilive  power  cominued 
until  said  custituti  ui  was  amended  by 
Chapter  276  of  the  laws  of  1817, 
which  previdcs  for  the  election  on  the 
8th  day  of  June  following  of  a County 
Judge  wiio  sliail  cuter  iip'  n the  duties 
of  his  office  July  1st  following  his  elec- 
tion ami  hold  office  for  the  leim  of  four 
years  from  tiie  Lst  day  of  Jai.uary 
next ; and,  after  the  expiration  of  ihe 
term  of  office  of  tho.ve  liist  elected  the 
term  of  office  of  said  offi -er  shall  be 
tour  years. 


Cornelius  Humphrey  was  the  first 
judge  ainudiiled  in  and  for  the  Coui,ty 
of  fSenech  and  the  following  is  a copy 
of  the  cerliiicate  showing  his  appoint- 
ment:— for  which  1 am  indebted  to 
Hon.  J.  IJ,  JI.  ilor.giii,  iJepuiy  Secre- 
tary of  Slate. 

‘•At  a me-iing  of  tiic  Council  of 
A ppoi ii t me  111  heltl  ut  the  Ch.*imber3  of 
llis  Excellency  the  (ioveriior,  in  the 
City  of  Albany  nii  Monday,  the  2ud 
day  of  April.  1801. 

I’l'enent.  his  Kx.elicncy  George 
Ciin'on,  E.-fpiire,  I'lcsiilent. 

1 he  lloiiorahie  John  Broome,  Caleb 
Hyde,  Thom, as  'i'redwell,  E^qrs. 
Memhers. 

R 'SOlvcd,  liiat  a general  commission 
issue  for  the  County  of  Seneca,  that 
the  following  pi-rsOdS  he  and  they  are 
hereby  appointeii  Civil  Officers  of  said 
comity,  viz. 

Cornelius  Hiiinphrey,  Giowr  Smith, 
John  Sayie,  Juilges  and  Jiislicrs  oi  the 
I'eaee. 

Jonas  \\  hiiiiig  of  Llysses,  .Times 
Van  Horn  of  Ovid,  Asa  Simth  of 
lloinuhis,  Bella] ih  B-.aidman  of  Waih- 
iiiulon,  asiielant  juMii  es  and  jii-liees. 

.Justices  of  IliC  IVace,  J.iuie.i  Jack- 
son,  .'Stephen  Woodworth,  Jotin  'lown- 
eend,  ,Jr  , Ovidj  flemi.is  Shi  parilion, 
Ulysses;  Daniel  E-ens,  Hector;  .lutin 
Hood,  Washiiigiou;  Lewis  Biideull. 
Jisse  Soiithwick,  Junius. 

Jared  Siuford,  Surro^afe;  .Silas  Hal- 
County  Clerk  : \\  iliiani  .Smith, 

SlierifT;  Charles  Thompson,  Coroutr. 

Geo.  Clinton, 

Jiio  Bro<  im; 

Caleb  Hide. 

Thomss  Trcdwell. 
Judge  Humpliiey  served  with  hoimr 
and  distinction  iiii'il  May,  1800,  as  is 
shown  by  the  records  of  toe  Court  of 


this  Coumy.  He  was  born  in  1735; 
By  virtue  of  the  power  ernfened  he  served  as  colonel  in  the  Bevoiut- 
epon  Said  Council  of  Appoiutmeut  . ionary  war  and  was  a member  oi  the 
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Second  Provincial  Clongrcss  and  as  a 
Jlfprcseuialivc  frotn  liiitclicss  (bounty 
in  the  Senate  and  Assenilily.  lie  cfiine 
to  Sencea  Comity  ahont  the  year  ISOl 
and  located  in  what  is  now  known  as 
the  town  of  Ulysses  and  reiirescnted 
this  county  in  the  Assi mlily  18UG-07. 

The  tirst  court,  in  the  County  of 
Seneca  was  held  in  the  house  of  .lohn 
Seeley  on  lot  No.  3 in  the  town  of 
Ovid,  and  held  there  almost  contin- 
uously until  May',  18o7,  at  which  time 
court  Whs  adjonriied  to  the  first  Tues- 
day ill  October  to  the  Court  House  in 
the  town  of  C)vid,  hut  when  court  cfui- 
vened  the  Court  House  was  not  eoin- 
ple'.ed  and  llie  court  was  adjouiiied  to 
the  house  of  John  Seeley  and  eontuiu-tl 
to  ndjouni  from  time  to  tiuio  to  tlie 
house  of  John  Seelev  until  the  seeouil 
Tiies<iay  of  May,  1808,  when  llm  first 
couit  was  held  in  the  f.'ourt  House  in 
the  village  of  Ovid.  The  judges  hohl- 
ing  said  eoiirt  were  (torneliiis  Huiii- 
phrey,  tir.st  judge,  (trover  Sinilli,  Jiihu 
bayre  and  nenjamiu  1‘elton. 

file  lirst  court  held  in  Waterloo 
was  a Term  of  tlie  (Jeneral  sessions  of 
the  I*eacc,  May  12,  1818.  and  was  pre- 
sided over  hy  Justices  John  Saire.  John 
Burton  aiul  Henjamiii  Hendricks  and 
were  HO  held  until  Ma'cli  21),  1822, 
when  an  act  was  piescd  by  the  Legis- 
lature which  provided, 

‘Th  at  the  several  coiirls  of  the 
comuiou  pleas,  general  sessions  of  the 
peace,  circuit  courts  and  oyer  and  ter- 
uiiner,  hereafter  to  lie  lioideu  in  and 
for  Hie  Coiiiily  of  Seneca,  sir.  11  bo  held 
alteniale'y  at  llie  court  liouso  in  the 
town  of  Ov'id,  and  at  the  court  hoire 
in  the  town  of  Junius;  and  that  the 
next  May  term  of  the  court  of  com- 
liioii  pleas  an<l  giuieral  sessions  of  llie 
peace,  ill  and  for  said  county,  shall  tie 
held  at  the  court  house  in  ihe  town  of 
Ovid;  and  all  wrils  and  proce.ss  what- 
soever, rtturnalile  in  said  courts,  at 
the  next  day  May  term  thereof,  shall 
be  taken  and  deemed  retuinahle  at  the 
said  court  house  in  Ihe  town  of  Ovid; 
and  all  persons  who  are  or  .shall  he 
bound  or  recpiired  to  appear  at  the 
said  next  May  term  of  the  said  courts, 
or  either  of  them,  by  bond,  recog- 
nizance, or  otherwise  shall  be  taken, 


deemed  and  con.sidercd,  to  I i>  houn.'. 

and  leipiirod  to  ■ at  (lie  eoni  t 

house  111  Ihe,  Idwii  Ilf  Ovid,  r.f.iresnid. 
and  llie  lirst  eireiiit  cmirl.  and  ii\<*r  and 
terminer,  lo  he  lieii!  tor  Ihe  said  comuy 
sliall  he  liclil  at  the  eoni't  house  in  the 
town  of  .Inniiis  ” 

“ I'liat  from  and  iifier  the  jnssago  of 
this  act,  there  sliall  lie  two  jury  dis- 
tricts ill  the  county  of  beneca,  the  lirst 
to  comprise  the  towns  of  (;overi,  Ovid 
and  Ronmlus,  and  lliesei  ond  the  towns 
of  F.ayette,  Jniiiiis,  Oalen  and  Wolcott; 
and  tile  clerk  of  .said  countv  shnll  keep 
the  names  of  llie  .Iiirors  in  sncli  disirieis 
separate,  and  I lie  jurors  shall  he  drawn 
for  ciicli  court,  fmin  the  jury  district 
in  which  llie  eoiirl  is  lo  he  held.” 

•‘'I’liat  it  shall  not  lie  lawful  for  the 
aiipei visors  of  ihe  eaid  county  lo  sell 
the  court  house  in  ihe  town  of  Ovid, 
or  the  lot  of  land  on  which  the  saiue 
siimds,  aey  law  hcretofoie  made  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding  ” 

'J’lie  comiiy  conri  until  the  adoption 
or  the  Constitiuiini  in  1810  was  divided 
into  two  liianches,  one  known  as  the. 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  wliich  had 
jm i^(ti•  tioii  of  Civil  Matti'rs  and  a 
Criminal  Coiii  t called  (ieneial  Sessions 
of  the  Peace;  liie  other  court  lo  wiiich 
we  have  the  honor  of  referiiiig  to  is 
the  Snriogale’s  Coiiri. 

May  31sl  180'.),  Ih  iijaniiii  I'elton  was 
a|)poiiiti;d  //r.st  judge  and  served  mail 
1812.  lie  eaiiie  to  the  town  of 
Uiysses  ahoiil  1802.  He  served  as  a 
caplain  of  the  Itevolnlinn.ary  War  and 
died  in  llhaca  alioiil  1830. 

O'iv'er  C.  Comstock  was  appointed 
fir.st  judge  May,  1812,  and  served  nn- 
April  13,  1816.  Judge  Comstock  was 
a man  icpresentiiig  tlirce.  professions, 
a doelor.  lawyer  and  minisler.  He 
served  Seneca  conniy  as  Memhor  of 
Asscmhly  and  as  a representative  in 
Congress  aflerwards  served  asChaiilain 
of  t'oiign  ss.  .Iiiilge  Coni.stock  was 
horn  ill  Warwick.  lv.<-iit  County',  Ithdld 
Island.  Ho  died  at  the  home  of  hi» 
son  in  Marshall,  CInllionn  Countyi 
Miehigan,  January  11,  18C0. 

Judge  Comstoca  was  fiinvenh->l 
April  13,  1815.  by  John  Knox  ’ 
served  until  June  18,  1818.  Jn.!.» 

Knox  died  August  1,  1853,  aged  &>  -• 


29 


.*  v.  n'y  years.  Ho  was  a man  of 
loin'h  leariiiiig  and  it  lias  lieeii  said  of 
loin  lhal  lii.s  success  was  largely  due 
to  Ins  iiiagiielic  piir.-oiialily  and  judg- 
in'lit  ilisidayed  in  Ills  hiisinoss.  (;om- 
moll  si  use  was  Ins  niolto  in  eoiidilcting 
cases  ralln  r than  coinmon  law,  and  he 
like  most  of  the  early  practitionor.s  took 
great  ilcliglit  ill  aiding  a young  man 
rather  Ulan  discouraging  liiin. 

On  .Inne  18,  1818,  John  MeJj  an, 
Jr.,  was  appoiiiled  to  .s.aid  po.sitioii  and 
served  until  .laiiiiary  30,  1823. 

luiiher  .Stevens  suceeded  .lohn  Me 
Lean,  Jr.,  .lamiary  30,  1823,  and  served 
nnlil  March  13,  1833. 

March  13,  1833,  .le-sae  Clarke  w.as 
appoiiiled  to  Unit  li  in'in  d position  and 
served  until  July  1,  1817.  .ludge 
Clark  was  horn  in  IScrkshire  .Couniy, 
Ma.s.i  , wlicie  he  acqiiin  d.  chit  lly 
through  his  own  etiorts  as  a teacher,  a 
liberal  edncatioii.  He  caiiin  to  IVater- 
loo  ill  181  1,  aiiil  co.iiiin-iiccvl  the  |>ra''ticn 
of  law,  and  so  'ii,  hy  his  siiperior  tal 
enls  and  education  lose  to  an  einiatile 
pruminenee  and  sm  cess  in  his  pio- 
fe.ssioii.  At  the  eiccih'ii  under  llie  Coii- 
stimlion  of  1821  III*  was  chosen  one  of 
the  senalors  for  Ihe  wesU  rn  disirn  t 
He  died  Mav  20,  1819. 

hi  July  1847,  theieimof  Jaiiie.s  K. 
Iticli'iiilsoii,  the  liist  ehclive  couiiiy 
judge  of  the  ciinty  of  .S.-ueca  com- 
menced. Hes.  rviil  mild  January  1, 
1852.  .Iinlgtt  llicliardson  was  Irorn  at 
West  Itiii  lingloii,  ( )tsi-eo  county,  in  this 
Slate,  (l.'toher  3,  1803,  and  died  at 
Waterloo,  October  9,  1875.  15  ing 

my  lather  1 tlniiglil  1 wollhl  liiUch 
rather  spread  uiioii  this  paper  the 
tlioiighls  of  the  memliors  of  tlie  Mar 
of  the  (hinnty  of  Seneca  rather  than 
my  own  esliniale  of  the  man,  but  to 
my  litter  astonisliinent  I find  tlial  |lie 
r<  cortls  of  the  pi  oci'O'line  of  the  eoiiit.s 
of  this  conniy,  from  the  time  my  fatlK-r 
was  elecleil  to  the  piesi  nl,  contained 
memorial  articles  relating  to  every 
ju'lge  who  has  departed  this  life  ex- 
ve|>t  .lames  Iv  Uieliardson.  I lind  in 
»ii  issue  of  the  Waterloo  O iserver 
the  wc.  k that  my  father  died  that  the 
h.eiiibcrs  of  the  bar  asseinhled  at  the 
k « of  Judge  Hadley  and  they  theu 
' --re  Jmige  Hadley,  William  li.  Bur- 


ton K q.,  and  Charle.s  A.  Hawley,  K-q  , 
a I'ommiUee  to  draft  anil  pie-  lit  resol- 
iiliKiis  lo  the  next  t<  rm  of  i imri  I 
cannot  liioieve  that  the  eonimitlee 
failed  to  do  their  duty  as  1 I.elieve 
Judge  Itiehard-oii  wa.l  honoied  and 
resjiecled  tiy  all,  and  the  only  excii-e 
1 can  lind  is  that  llie  cnniily  cici  k was 
too  tiled  at  Unit  time  to  iee"td  the 
pr.  eei  iling-  of  the  eommiilei!  and  the 
Com  I in  aihqiliiig  their  kind  words. 
1 do  lind  III  tlie  edition  of  the  Water- 
loo ObHOrver  above  referred  to.  the 
following : 

“Jiidge  .lames  K.  Itichaiilson  was 

hoi  n III  O: -I  go  conniy,  in  IbliC.  la 

ohc'lii'iice  lo  tlie  wi-h*  s of  hi.s  fatl.er. 
win)  was  a phiHiciaii  < f not.-  in  ihat 
coiiiity,  he  studied  meilicin.-,  but  on  ths 
Vciy  day  that  he  attain'  d the  age  of 
of  twenty -one  years,  he  rilinqoistied 
all  idea  of  following  that  proii-ssiou 
wliicli  was  disiiislefnl  lo  liini.  caiii';  lo 
Waterloo  and  coiiimi  iic-il  r*  ading  l.aw 
in  the  i llic''  of  MeSsi.s.  .'innuiel  Clark 
and  Daniel  Uiigghs.  .■sh'-rilt  after  he 
vvas  ca  led  t ' the  bif,  lie  b it  for  the 
west,  hilt  K tmii'  d to  .New-  I'ork  Slate 
ill  a year  or  two  afterwards,  opening 
an  I Ihco  at  .Sodiis,  Way  ne  couniy.  and 
continued  pr.'ictii  iiig  law  in  ihul  coniry 
for  live  year.s.  Mr.  bMiiii- 1 Clarke, 
the  same  nil  ler  whom  he  lunl  sin. lied 
law,  tliL'ii  oil'ered  him  a psitneiship  ia 
his  Inisiii'-s.s  in  W aterloo  winch  the 
(hti'eased  aceepted,  aniDlie  has  ever 
since,  resi.led  her''.  In  p'dilics  .Mr. 
llieli.aidsoii  was  always  a v- ry  sirong 
lt''liiiblican,  aii'l  for  many  years  he  c-  u- 
trihnleil  Very  ilargely  lo  tin- Seiietia  Falls 
Coiirier,  a faet  not  geiiersily  known. 
He;was  eli-'-tfd  eoniiti  jnil'e  at  the 
first  election  under  tin*  new  co'islit- 
nlion  of  187C.  ami  in  the  tivoluld  ca- 
pacity of  judge  and  Mirrog  iie  h'*  earned 
for  liiiinelf  a trii'-  record  of  lione-ly  and 
nprigliliii-ss,  am!  liern  we  may  use  the 
exp.'^i-ssioii  iiihile  to  us  y c-ter'lay  by  one 
of  tlic  oldc->t  of  llie  liar  in  .8eneca 
Comity,  ‘ that  he  was  an  tioiieat  and 
upriglit  man  ns  ever  liV'd,  iir-  fesa- 
ionally  or  o'hf-rwise.”  H.;  made  a 
mo.at  excel!,  nt  surrogate,  alwayaer.re 
ful  and  accomnif dating,  he  was  per- 
fectly competent  and  was  reuiarkalde 
for  the  methodical  way  in  which  bis 
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aperd  were  always  kept.” 

-Tuilj^e  liicliat'ilson  was  siioceoiled  by 
aim  E who  serveil  fr-'Mi  Jnii- 

ary  1,1852  to  January  1856.  Jiulf^e 
reley  dieJ  iMarcli  30,  1875.  He  re- 
iired  bis  aeideuiioBi  eiluoaiiou  at  the 
vid  Academy,  under  the  tuition  of 
’illiaiu  rvin,  after  >vnieb  ho  piis.sed 
rcugb  a full  coures  t study  at  Yale 
ollege,  where  be  grauv  \'.ed  in  1835. 
e then  studied  law  iu  tbis  village  at 
le  tlBce  of  Hon  John  Minnaid 
.bout  the  year  1836  or  ’37  he  located 
; Monroe.  Michigan,  but  returned  to 
vid  iu  1839.  In  the  campaign  of 
?40.  he  was  a very  ac'ive  Harrisou 
an — was  chaiunan  of  the  town  coui- 
liitee.  In  1842.  be  was  supervisor  of 
le  town  Id  1848,  be  acted  with  the 
Free  Soil”  party,  and  In  1857  was 
ected  Judge  of  the  county  by  the 
niied  vote  of  the  Ueinocratlc  and 
ree  Soil  Partv,  running  uii'ety-seven 
Dtes  ahead  of  his  ticket  in  this  town, 
Le  represented  this  district  iu  the  first 
epabheau  National  Convention,  and 
as  the  prt  sidenlial  elector  for  this 
istrict  in  1860,  and  again  iu  1864  and 
lected  to  Congress  in  1870;  was  a 
•ustee  of  U illard  Asylum  and  I think 
resident  of  the  board  from  its  tirgau- 
atiou,  until  after  he  was  elected  to 
'ongress.  when  he  resigned.  In  every 
ation  of  life  he  was  always  to  be 
listed.  In  all  public  enterprise  he 
)ok  an  active  part,  aud  when  money 
as  to  be  raised,  he  was  geuerady  at 
ie  head  of  the  list.  He  was  an  uii- 
oniprisiug  foe  to  slavery  ; the  black 
lan  h.ad  no  truer  friend. 

Sterling  G.  Hadley  succeeded  Jmlge 
eeley  and  served  until  1860.  Juilge 
ladley  was  born  in  the  town  of  Goshen, 
.itohfieUl  Countv,  Conn,  August  26, 
812,  and  died  at  Waterloo,  September 
. I9(il.  Ills  early  years  were  jiassed 
11  ditierent  places  where  the  family  re- 
ided,  and  he  fitted  for  college  at  Egre- 
30nt  Academy.  In  1833  ho  entered 
Jniou  College  at  Schenectady,  N.  Y., 
roiii  which  he  graduated  in  1836,  and 
fterward  he  taught  in  the  Avon 
ipnngs  Academy.  April  1,  1837,  he 
ame  to  \Yalerlon,  where  ho  since  re- 
ided.  He  read  law  with  Hon  Samuel 
lirdsall  aud  was  admitted  to  the  bar 


in  1839,  after  which  he  was  in  paiiner- 
ship  with  his  foriuer  preceptor  for  lojr 
years.  Later,  forming  a p.aiiiuT3i;i,, 
witli  John  McAllister,  he  contunud 
with  that  gcnilemen  under  the  firm 
title  of  McAllister  & Hadley,  niitil  the 
death  of  tbe  former.  For  ten  year* 
he  v,ia8  Justice  of  the  Peace,  but  re- 
signed upon  his  election  as  County 
Judge  and  Surrogate  for  a term  of 
four  y ears.  Nor  did  his  public  service 
end  here.  On  the  Democratic  ticket 
he  was  elected  a member  of  the  Lower 
House  of  the  Legislature.  The  Gover- 
nor tendered  him  the  appointment  of 
Stale  Assessor,  which  po.^ition  he  held 
for  several  years,  and  wliich  took  him 
into  every  county'  of  the  slate.  He 
was  also  president  of  the  Board  of 
Managers  of  the  State  Hospital  located 
on  Seneca  lake. 

In  1859  George  Franklin  was  elected 
county  judge;  ho  was  re-elected  in 
1867  aud  agaiu  iu  1877  and  served 
fourteen  years.  Judge  Franklin  was 
horn  in  ttie  town  of  Hector,  December 
8.  1819  and  died  in  the  village  of  Ovid 
April  24,  1886.  He  was  an  upright, 
conscientious  man.  a father  aud  friend 
to  the  young  practitioner,  more  than 
willing  to  aid  him  in  his  work  and  we 
do  not  think  that  the  worth  of  Judge 
Franklin  and  tlie  loss  that  was  sus- 
tained ill  his  death  can  be  any  better 
expicbsed  than  was  done  by  Hon.  Gil- 
bert U’ilcnxen,  Frederick  L.  Manning, 
Cbarles  A Hawley,  William  C.  Hazel- 
ton  and  John  E Richardson,  a com- 
mittee appointed  Apiil  28,  1886  by 
the  Seneca  County  Bur  to  express  their 
thoughts  on  the  occasion  of  the  death 
of  Judge  Franklin  which  reads  as 
follows : 

•‘In  the  death  of  Hon.  George 
Franklin  the  bar  has  sustained  no 
common  loss.  Three  times  elected 
Judge  aud  Surrogate  of  Seneca  County 
he  discharged  the  important  duties  of 
the  office  with  rare  fidelity  and  abilitv. 
He  possessed  and  deserved  the  confi- 
dence of  the  bar  and  the  people  for 
he  was  a judge  without  fear  ami  wi’b- 
out  reproach.  He  bad  an  eini-''0-.^j 
logical  aud  judicial  mind  amt 
cisions  were  almost  uniformB 
and  correct.  He  was  not  tech..—** 
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t-<cd  his  judicial  action  upon  broad 
t d iqnitable  [ninciples. 

,\s  a lawyer  he  won  the  admiration 
Sid  ngaid  of  his  brethren  and  of  his 
clients  as  well. 

He  was  a man  of  wide  and  varied 
attainments.  The  classics  were  the 
delights  of  his  leisure  limits;  aud  he 
was  intimately  acquainted  with  what  is 
best  and  brightest  iu  English  literature. 

Hut  we  who  have  known  him  so 
long  and  so  well  delight  to  remember 
him  not  only  as  the  just  and  upright 
judge  and  tbe  able  and  honest  lawyer 
but  to  recall  the  charm  of  his  manner, 
the  warmth  of  his  heart  and  his  unusual 
accomplishments  in  social  life.  We 
shall  cherish  the  memory  of  his  genial 
presence  and  in  all  the  years  to  come 
shall  feel  our  los.s. 

We  tender  to  his  family  and  to  the 
community  where  he  was  best  known 
and  loved  and  honored  our  sympathy 
ir  ais  hour  of  sorrow.” 

Gilbert  Wilcoxen, 
Frederick  L.  Alatming 
Cliarles  A.  Hawley 
IVilliam  (t.  Hszelton 
John  E Uiehnrd.con, 
Committee. 

Seneca  County  Court  May  25,  1889. 
Presented  and  read  in  open  court  and 
motion  orderev  entered  upon  the  min- 
vtes  of  the  court,  and  .so  entered. 

Abram  Wilson,  Dep.  Clerk. 

In  1863  Jo.siah  T.  Miller  was  elected 
and  entered  upon  the  duties  of  the 
office  and  served  the  people  until 
January  1,  1868.  Judge  Josinh  T. 
Miller  was  born  in  April  1820  in 
Parry  Co.,  Pa.;  he  came  to  Seneca 
County  at  an  early  age  and  in  18.50  and 
1859  served  the  county  as  District  At- 
torney; in  1860  he  was  appointed  on 
the  staff  of  Governor  Seymour  and  in 
1869  he  reDiesented  the  county  in  the 
Assembly;  and  iny  feeble  words  can 
ttof  express  the  loss  to  the  Bar  of  the 
I'onnty  of  Seneca  in  the  death  of 
lodge  Miller  as  do  the  proceedings  of 
committee  appointed  to  do  honor  to 
• • memory  and  for  that  reason  I give 
fall  the  proceedings  of  the  County 
-rt  as  shown  by  the  record. 


“In  re  the  death  x 

of  ( 

Hon.  Josiah  T.  Miller  ) 

In  honor  to  the  memory  of  Josiah 
T.  Miller  ileceased.  the  ‘ following 
resolutions  were  introduced  by  Jaeper 
N.  Hammond,  Attorney  at  Law,  Sen- 
ecr  Falls,  N.  Y., 

\\  HKiiEAS,  1 he  Bar  of  .Seneca 
Comity  are  grieved  to  learn  cf  the 
death  of  lion.  Jo-iah  I'h -mpson  Miller, 
at  his  residence  in  Waterloo  in  the 
early  morning  of  Tuesday  the  25  h 
instant,  and 

Whereas.  We  deem  it  fi'iing  that 
we  shou'd  in  a pu'dic  manner  record 
our  deep  sot  tow  for  the  death  of  a 
man  who  for  so  ninny  jear.s  has  been  a 
leader  of  this  bar  and  has  had  J-i-ily 
coiiferrid  upon  him  so  many  of  its 
honors.  W’e  his  brethren  in  the  pic- 
fession  of  tlio  law  have  tlierefore, 
Resolved,  That  wn  bow  with  rever- 
ence and  res'griation  to  the  decree  of 
Provid.Mice  tli»t  has  deprivi  d us  of  a 
per.soiial  and  profes.-iioiial  friend,  and 
in  comtnen  with  the  conuniinity  at  large 
mourn  his  io.se,  we  recognize  Judge 
Milter’s  distinguished  piofes.sional  abil- 
ity and  profound  and  thorough  learn- 
ing in  the  law. 

To  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of 
his  profession  he  brough’  a Inch  sense 
of  )>rofessi<  nal  honor,  and  a wealth  of 
legal  learning  and  resource.  Gui  led 
by  a strong  sense  of  ju-^ice,  he  was 
fearless  in  the  niaiiitainanoe  of  matured 
opinion.  Asa  judge  he  was  atile  and 
upright,  ever  teinperiug  justice  with 
nieri-y.  Ho  won  the  respect  of  the 
Bench  ami  Bar  and  with  all  with  whom 
ho  associaic<l.  And  it  is  further 

Resolved.  'I’hat  while  we  are  proud 
of  those  profe.s.sional  at'ainments  and 
honors  of  our  departi  d friend  which 
in  a lartro  sum  ate  public  properly  we 
gratefully  reconl  the“e  private  l ei-'Onal 
attritiutes  which  made  so  very  pleas-mt 
our  intercourse  with  him.  X genial 
and  courteous  gentleman  he  tri-aied 
with  coiisideration  the  opinion  ami  re- 
spectfd  the  qualities  of  his  equals  in 
position  at  the  B-tr  and  to  its  younger 
members  he  was  a constant  and  valued 
friend  ever  ready  to  help  by  wise 
counsel,  and  direct  them  with  the  treas- 
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urrs  of  tiis  ]arg:o  exi'crionce. 

To  ll'p  lowly  he  was  a eonslaiit  bpiie- 
. fach'r  aod  no  poor  man’s  ohu'c  with 
. justice  in  it  was  t ver  ileolincd  l»y  linn. 
And  it  is  further 

liesolvcd,  That  to  Ins  stricliPii  family 
We  tender  i ur  sincercst  sympatiiy  in 
th'-ir  prcHt  horeavoment. 

Hesolcrd.  Tlint  tins  liar  at  lend  (ho 
tunetal  of  oiir  Irii  inl  in  ii  body  and 
that  these  resolutions  t>e  piesenled  at 
the  next  term  of  the  Suptemo  Court  in 
this  ooniny,  and  to  llie  next  term  of 
the  Seneca  Comity  Com  t,  and  l-c  puh- 
■ lished  iu  the  comi'y  I’ii.ss  ami  copy 
t'f  the  same  snitiihly  cnpros'od  be  pre- 
. seated  to  tlio  family  of  the  decoas"d. 
j William  H.  lUiiton 

Jasper  N.  Hammond 
John  Laiidon  Kendip 
Coin  of  Son.  Co.  liar. 

Tiipse  resolinioiis  were  adoniod  by 
and  spread  upon  (he  minutes  of  the 
co.irt  Ncvomiicr  11,  1SS4. 

Gill'ori  Wileoxen  was  elected  county 
jiulpe  in  1871  ami  served  for  six  years 
and  is  one  of  lh«  two  ex  county  jmloi's 
who  IS  periidttcd  to  b”  wiili  us  to  day. 
Jiidpe  Wileo.xeii  w’.as  I'om  m the  town  of 
SniithtioId.'Madi.soii  Co  , M.  V.,  Seiiiem- 
hor  25,  1&‘28  Ho  moved  to  Senoe.a 
> Falls  in  181)9  nnd  prailnated  from 
I Hamilton  College  ju  1852.  On  leav- 
, iiisr  c.ollecc  lie  sciccicd  the  legal  pio- 
I fe^'ioii  and  immcli'nelv  entered  the 
I ofli)'0  of  Hu,'  l,•lte  .Inilgo  iMiller  at  Son- 
’ eea  Falls^  ami  wa.s  ailmiilrd  to  praetico 
in  1851  hilt  did  not  coinmenee  ilie 
' piactiee  of  h's  profession  mitil  1800; 
a.s  an  a'toriiey  and  counselor  he  has 
won  great  distinclion  for  his  learning 
and  ability;  ami  con'rary  to  ilio  usual 
avocation  of  an  aliorncy  lie  lias  been 
pre'idoiit  of  the  Seneca  Falls  S'ivi')g.s 
llsuK  for  more  tnan  twenty  \ear.s. 
Piior  to  h's  elrclioii  as  comity  imigo 
he  reprcs''iiicd  his  town,  Seneca  Fails, 
iu  the  Hoard  of  Snp‘’rvis<ir,s. 

In  1883  Peter  It.  Vum  Aiikcn  was 
elected  county  jU'lge  and  served  .six 
vers  and  is  tlie  second  cx-jiidge  living. 
Judge  Van  Aukeu  was  born  in  Cnilder- 
land,  .\!b'ii)y  Comity,  N.  Y.  He  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  at  Tmy,  in  1S59, 
from  thence  he  went  (o  Phelps,  On- 
tario county,  and  opened  au  ollice. 


Ho  took  up  liip  residenco  at  .S'dc-x 
FaPs  in  ISO]  and  from  I8t’)2  i')  i.s.,j 
was  III  l)n-,iniss  wiln  the  late  Judge 
M’I'er.  lionig  a very  learmd  m ui 
ability  was  apnre cial-d  by  Hie  eleet"is 
Horn  iho  tact  Hiat  Ijcfero  being  rlc'icd 
to  lb"  ollico  of  couniy  jmlge,  Im  was 
lionoreil  by  Ins  town  in  liavmg  bi'eii 
clio.scii  Sniiervisor,  Memhor  of  ilio 
Hoard  of  Hdueaiion  and  .InsHeo  of  the 
Peaeo  and  lii.s  di  parinro  to  Kueliester, 
lii.s  present  home,  ivas  rcgreilid  by  all 
wlio  know  him. 

William  C.  Hazelioti  was  elected 
comity  jndec  in  1889  and  servcti  milil 
January  1.  1890.  ■Judge,  H'lzi  lloii  was 
born  ill  Tcni|  klns  louiiiy,  Se|)teinbcr 
1,  1835  nnd  <li<  (I  111  the  town  of  Ovul, 
ill  I his  comity  5lareli  2,  1898.  He 

followed  the  life  of  a faimer  nniil 
alioat  185,5  when  he  entered  the  ollice 
of  H'lna,  ilei'r.s  & llowvd  of  Ithaca 
ami  w.,:s  a-imiiti  d in  Hu'  Oar  in  1858. 
In  1802  he  was  ch'cts'il  disiriei  attorney 
of  the  eoiinly  and  served  three  ^car.s. 
In  1808  he  w.'is  ri*  eleeual  ami  s'’.rvcd  a 
third  l*•rIn  in  1880  In  1873  ho  was 
cleel.i  (I  mi  111*1,  r i f a>>S''mldy.  He  w.as 
a good  lawyer,  ever  airivuig  to  ninke 
the  f'let'i  of  any  nrotnr  sn'>niilied  lo 
him  eoi  rl■^pllml  witii  the  law  in  tlio 
niai|,>r  so  Hod  if  he  btoiig'ii  .an  nc'ion 
bo  would  liavc  the  law  nnd  fnci.s  both 
on  his  .side 

III  Novemher  1895  ,Ielin  F,.  Richard- 


son was  elected  lo  sm  cecil  ,)ml;,e  tlnz-rl- 
h'li  ami  served  for  si.x  3'eiirs.  Ami  iu 
November  19(11  ibe  electors,  eoiilrary 
to  eiisio'ai,  re-elciMed  him  to  suecoial 
himself. 

John  E.  Rich.arilsoii  w.as  horn  Septem- 
ber 10.  1840  in  the  village  of  Waterloo 
in  Ihis  eouiilv  ami  aft'anled  the  eiunoion 
s -hool ; in  1800  he  enii-re.l  Iho  ollicn  of 
the  late  ,lmlge  Hadley  and  there  gained 
the  nidiments  of  his  legal  education. 
Fioni  .iiidgo  ll  idlcv’s  ( nice  he  went 
to  the  Alliaiiy  Law  School  gradunliiig 
tliere  in  1808  .since  wliich  time  In)  ba) 
been  iiracliciiig  in  the  village  of  his 
liirth. 

In  the  early  day.s  of  ilie  Cenit  <f 
Common  Pleas  and  Hie  Coiirl  of  • 
sions  lliere  were  a“soei.aied  wi'h  i ' 
first  judge,  justices  of  the  p, 

•were  at  times  called  judges  an  I - ' » 
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t.'i'  -0  were  Harry  V.  Saekett,  Clover 
.s'liith,  John  Sayre,  William  Moltoii, 
.l.inx".  Van  Homo,  Jared  oaiidford, 
U 'h,.ri.Swiirthon','I'omkiiisC’  Dclevan, 
John  Sutton,  Jacob  L.  Larzclere 
I’homas  White,  Jolin  MayiianI,  David 
Hiurmigbs,  Thomas  C.  Magee,  Abra- 
iiam  Sebriiig,  John  Hurtou  and  lleiija. 
min  Hendricks 

Tho  only  o'bcr  court  which  would 
come  under  the  subject  of  the  Judiciary 
ot  tlie  County  of  Seucca  is  the  Surro- 
gate’s Court. 

The  fir.st  Surrogate  appointed  was 
Jared  Saiidfcrd  and  the  fir.st  court  held 
was  in  the  town  of  Ovid,  nnd  the  tir.-'t 
will  admitted  to  jirohato  was  iliat  of 
Issue  Hagerruan  of  Ovid,  June  7,  1804. 
And  the  first  letters  of  ndministrarion 
we.ro  issued  June  10.  1804,  on  the 
estate  of  David  Kelly,  late  of  the 
town  of  Ovid,  N.  Y.  ,Iared  Sandford 
-,vas  appointed  Ajiri!  2,  1804  , and  .served 
uiilil  April  14,  1811,  bo  was  re-ap- 
jiointed  April  6tli,  1813  and  served 
until  February  28,  1815. 

John  Sayre  was  appointed  surrogate 
February  14,  1811  and  served  mitil 
1813.  .Judge  Sayre  was  bom  in  (he 
town  of  Ih'oming  C.'ove,  Orange  Co.  N 
Y..  July  21,  17(17;  he  died  March  4* 
1848;  Seiitcmber  2,  1800  he  was  chosen 
Supervisor  of  Uomulus  luid  re  elected 
year  after  year  uiiiil  1808  ; he  was  re- 
elected stipervi.sor  in  1830  31  32.  In 
180-4  he  was  elected  the  first  member  of 
assembly  and  re-elected  in  1808  .ami 
again  in  1831  ; lie  served  as  treasurer 
of  tlio  county  from  1817  to  1821. 
For  many  yenr.s  lie  was  as.sociate  judge 
of  the  SeiK'ca  County  (.’ourts  and  was 
tlie  first  ]io.st master  of  Uonmlns. 

William  Tboinjison  was  chosen  sur- 
rogate I'ebrnary  28,  1815  and  servcil 
until  April  3,  1819,  bo  was  re-ap- 
pointed  March  31,  1821  and  served 
until  December  3,  1827. 

Judge  Thompson  was  born  in  Still- 
water, Saratoga  Co.  N.  Y.,  ISIareh  4, 
1785,  he  graduated  at  Union  College, 
Si'hoiiectady.  N.  Y.,  in  1806.  After 
coniiiletiiig  his  college  studies  he  en. 
'•T‘  d the  office  of  liis  hrollicr  .Tames 
who  was  practicing  law  in  Milton, 
'xrategft  L’o.,  N.  Y.  In  the  spring  ot 
'12  he  found  his  new  home  and 


pitched  liis  tent  in  the  town  of  Ovi-l  in 
tlii.H  einmty.  It  is  said  of  him  “Not 
gicoly  of  gain,  he  did  not  use  liis  in. 
Uuenee  as  a l .wyer  in  ihc  premoiion  of 
strife,  but  often  eomiciicil  amicahle 
setPement  of  dilficullics  between  con- 
b-nding  parties.”  Though  not  seek- 
ing  prefoi  incut,  bo  was  more  than  once 
called  to  represent  bi.s  county  in  the 
Legislative  Halls  of  the  state,  and  by 
liis  acknowledged  ability,  ami  p.'.pular- 
ity  succeeded  to  the  Spi'aker’s  chair. 
He  died  November  l.S,  1871. 

Lutiicr  F.  Stevens  was  appointed 
surrogate  April  3,  1819  ami  served  as 
such  until  .March  31,  1821. 

December  3,  1K27.  Samuel  Dirdsall 
was  aiipointed  surrogate.  .Judge  Hird- 
•sall  was  bom  May  14,  1791  a^  Hills, 
dale,  Coliimoia  Co  , N.  Y.  In  the 
yar  1817  he  iiiov.al  to  Waterloo  and 
for  more  than  half  a ceti'ury  after  set. 
tling  in  Waterloo  liis  posiiiou  wa.s  one 
of  prominence  and  inllii-ncc  aal 
ainoiig  the  many  liouorahlu  positions 
filled  by  him  were  Ma.ster  iu  Chancery ; 
Division  Judge  Advocate;  with  the 
rank  of  Colonel;  Couii-cll  ir  in  the 
Siiprcnie  Court;  Surrogate  of  Seneca 
Comity;  District  Attorney  of  the 
couiitv;  po.stninslcr  at  Waterloo  ami 
Member  of  Congress.  He  died  on  the 
8ih  day  of  February,  is~2. 

Jcheil  H.  Halsey  was  appointed 
July  22,  1837  as  Judge  Hird-all’s 
successor.  He  died  December  5,  1867. 

.John  Morg-m  who  was  .appointed 
surrogate  March  2,  1813,  was  the  last 
surp’gaU)  .appointed,  lie  serving  until 
July  1st  1817,  at  which  tbiic  Hie  oifi.res 
of  the  county  judge  and  surrogate  were 
consoli dated  and  the  duties  of  each 
performed  by  the  county  judge. 

This  conclu-.les  the  Jmliciary  of  the 
County  of  Soiicc.a  from  the  fouiela'ion 
cf  the  county  to  the  prc°ciit  but  it  docs 
not  seem  right  that  I should  conclude 
this  paper  without  referring  to  the 
Hon.  John  Maynard  and  .\ddison  T. 
Knox  who  were  long  residents  of  this 
county  an-I  held  the  position  of  Judge 
of  the  Supreme  Court  which  was  not 
part  of  the  Judiciary  of  Seneca  Comity 
any  more  than  of  other  coimtii  R com- 
prising the  Supreme  Court  District  in 
which  they  presided. 
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.Juil;;c  Adili^on  T.  Knox  was  the 
of  John  1vik>x:ukI  the  thin)  in  hirtli 
jf  seven  chil'.lren ; lie  was  born  in  a 
! louse  near  the  ‘•Kiii<;iioin”.  lie  was 
ft  eiii'ple  from  birili  ami  as  liia  mother 
ifteii  remarked  •‘i5eing  a cripple 
\di!isou  always  had  his  own  way  and 
hat  is  the  reason  he  has  sncli  an  over- 
leariii*;  disiiositiou.”  Judge  Add  Knox 
,s  he  was  familiarly  called  was  cl-cted 
11  Noveu.bi  r 1859  ; he  was  an  excellent 
awycr  and  proveti  himself  an  honor- 
.ble  and  eoiiipetent  judicial  ollicer. 
Ic  died  May  11,  1862  and  Hon.  James 
Smith  of  Canandaigua  was  ap. 
loin'cd  his  successor. 

Judge  Maynard  was  elected  Juno 
847  aud  served  until  March  24,  1850 
leiiig  the  date  of  his  death.  Ami 
ud-e  Henry  \V.  Taylor  was  aiHiointcd 
s his  successor.  March  27,  1850. 

Trior  to  May  23,  1884,  moneys  he- 
onging  to  infants  aud  others  were  left 
vhli  the  Surrogate  of  the  county  for 
iivcstuieiU  and  the  surprising  part  is 
hat  they  were  never  rcquiretl  to  render 
n account  for  those  moneys  only  to 
iif.“i'ts  who  might  attain  the  age  of 
wenty-one  years.  Simply  turning 
ver  to  their  successors  iu  ollicc  the 
aoncy  in  securitie.s  which  tliey  had  on 
.and”  Iu  May  1881  an  act  was  pr.ssi  d 
ly  our  Legislature  directing  the  Gen- 
ial Term  of  tho  Supremo  Court  to  ap- 
point some  suitable  person  to  examine 
1 he  books  and  accounts  and  vouchers 


of  the  Surroiratc's  Court  rei  ving  to 
tliese  trust  fiiiid.a  and  directing  that 
tho  surrogate  Him  the  ani’iuiu  so 
fouinl  in  his  haiid.s  over  to  the  eouiily 
treasurer  and  from  tiiat  time  the  county 
treasurer  nud  not  the  surregaie  has 
been  tlic  (iciio.sitary  of  these  fiiiuls  and 
although  the  surrogates  were  not  rc- 
(luiretl  to  render  an  account  of  these 
I'unils,  y’et  whou  the  accmiutant  ap- 
pointed by  the  Supreme  Court  ex. 
amiiu’d  tho  aecouwt  of  the  surrogates, 
ho  reported  all  moneys  were  accounted 
for  and  that  there  never  had  been  one 
cent  losts  iu  the  acts  of  said  surrogates 
of  our  couiitv’. 

For  many  of  the  biographical  facts 
contain,  d in  this  paper  I am  indebted 
to  lion.  Di  idrieh  Willcrs,  cx-Sccre- 
tary  of  State  and  in  closing  I wish  to 
express  my  th.auks  fo,  ihe  help  lie  li.as 
given  me. 

To  the  oflicers  of  this  association 
who  have  honored  me  as  their  clioice 
to  prepare  this  paper  1 can  only  in  this 
feeble  way  express  my  appreciation 
and  wish  that  health  and  strength  had 
been  sparttd  mo  that  I might  have 
presented  to  them  a more,  acceptable 
paper,  but  I assure  them  that  situated 
as  I have  been  since  I was  notified  of 
their  desire  I have  done  the  best  I could 
and  liopo  that  its  contents  will  bo  of 
beuclit  to  tliera  iu  the  further  progress 
of  their  historical  work. 


Our  Predecessors  in  Seneca  County 

The  Sachem-O-ja-geght  and  the  Cayuga  Indians. 


By  F'recl  Teiller. 


It  was  an  early  hour  of  the  aftnruoou 
of  tho  21st  of  Oetober  1794  wlitm  an 
aged  chief  or  Indian  sachem  of  tlie  Cay- 
uga Nalicn  arose.  15id->re  him  burned 
the  coiiueil  lire  of  the  six  naiioiis. 
From  his  place  at  ll;e  head  of  the  inner 
circle  of  tile  council,  he  gazed  around 
upon  a vast  gathering  that  eiwireled 
him  a.s  it  stretched  away  in  ever  widen- 
ing circles.  This  council  was  the  Inst 
general  one  over  held  by  the  United 
States  with  the  Six  Xations  as  a wtiole 
and  it  was  the  largest  concourse  of  tlie 
ditlerent  tribes  oomprisiiig  its  ddli-reut 
uation.s,  except  tlie  -Mohawks,  tliat  has 
ever  since  been  gatliercd  togelbcr. 
besedes  tlic  Cajiiga.s  and  tlie  other 
allied  nalion.sof  the  Iroquis  Confederacy 
were  a iiunibcr  of  tho  conqiier-jd  and 
dependent  tribe.  Tlie  Senecas,  how- 
ever were  by  far  the  most  numerous. 
Tlic  nunilicr  iu  attandcncc  amounted  to 
very  nearly  two  thousand  red  men. 
The  treaty  was  lield  a few  miles  to  the 
west  of  us  at  Canandaigua,  from  where 
the  council  was  convened  could  be  seen 
tlio  waters  of  that  beautiful  lake  sp.ark- 
ling  in  the  sun  surrounded  by  the  bar- 
baric colorings  of  the  wild  forests  in 
their  Indian  summer  frost  tints. 

'The  aged  chief  w lin  had  arisen  to  his 
feet  to  answer  on  lichalf  of  the  Six 
Nations  the  conoratiilatory  and  intro, 
duetorv  address  made  by  the  Indian 
Commissioner  Col.  Tickerieg.  on  the 
day  previous  at  the  opening  of  tho 
Kfnnd  council  was  O j i-gcght.  lie  was 
cnnimonly  called  by  the  whites  “Tho 
Ti.sli  Carrier”  ami  sometimes  “Old 
lish  ('arricr.”  lie  was  the  hcad.sm.'iii, 
'r  chief  sachem  of  the  ten  civil  magis. 
tr»ics  of  tho  Cayuga  Indians  and  tho 
••■niiir  at  tho  timo  of  tlio  fifty  saclieins 
' -o  governed  tho  civic  affairs  of  the 


Six  Nations.  The  ancient  scrolls  of 
jiarchmcut  with  the  wampum  altached 
that  arc  now  in  tho  custody  of  the  lie- 
gents  of  iho  University  of  itic  State  of 
Now  York  are  tho  origin.al  sta’e  treaties 
tliat  released  to  the  S’ato  of  New  York 
the  lands  that  coini/cse  the  present 
county  of  Seneca  Ttiese  are  itio  title 
deeils  to  ilic  lands  that  are  onr  birili- 
right  and  ujion  which  have  been  built 
tlio  homes  of  oursc-lves  and  people  for 
one  hiindri  d ye.His  If  you  will  ex- 
amine the  sigmaturcs  with  the  lotums 
and  sign  inaniicl.s  attached  thereto  30U 
will  find  on  the  part  of  tlie  red  man 
that  the  first  nemc  in  all  casi  s liy  rea.soa 
of  his  rank,  his  standing,  and  his  sen- 
iority signed  to  them  to  heO  ja-gcghl.. 

Of  tlie  means  used  by  the  C miinis- 
sionersof  the  State  of  New  York  to 
persuade,  cajole,  circumvent  and  to 
filrnosl  forcibly  wring  from  the  C-ayuga 
Nation  and  from  tliis  unlettered  man 
O-Ji-gegnt  their  lands  it  is  the  purpose 
ot  this  article  to  treat.  To  this  savage 
harliM-inn  who  stood  out  rdone  agaoi't 
onr  sovereign  state  aud  who-e  01. r-  vi.ice 
making  conformation  impos'ible  al- 
most tilocked  tlie  tr.'-aty  that  completes 
onr  elifiin  of  title  to  the  bcaii'ifnl  rivers 
anil  vale-',  glades  and  lakc.s,  on  which 
are  built  up  tho  conirnniiities  that  we 
here  lo-nigbt  call  home,  your  attention 
is  asked. 

Before  listening  to  tho  remarks  of 
this  Cayuga  chief  or  sachem  we  will 
belter  underst.and  Ihoiii  if  we  go  hack  to 
Fetirnary  of  this  same  year  1791  to  a 
council  that  was  a preliniir.ary  of  this 
the  larger  one.  It  was  cal'id  at  the  in. 
stance  of  the  Federal  Government  at 
Hufl'alo  Creek  for  the  purpose  (if  cou- 
cilating  the  feelings  of  the  Cayuga  and 
Seneca  Indians  One  of  the  serious 
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questions  tlist  confronted  tlio  yonn.r 
•‘Hepiiblic  of  tlie  'I'Jdrtcen  Kircs”  as 
they  were  called  by  il,e  Six  Nations 
was  (he  In.lian  proldeii).  Tlie  v.  xcd 
question  of  bouudarj  lines  liad  settled 
tiown  into  a stern  determination  on  tlie 
part  of  the  allied  Indian  tribes  of  the 
west,  that  the  Ohio  river  should  mark 
the  ulinosl  while  frontier  settlements. 

In  this  (hey  were  openly  abettial  liy 
J hay-en-d.a-naoa  (Joseph  Brant)  the 
Inditing  eliiet tain  of  the  Mohawks  and 
his  entire  Mohawk  following.  This 
' powciftil  nation  who  had  espoused  the 
cause  of  the  British  in  the  Revolution- 
' ary  war  had  retired  to  (’anad.a  on  lands 
' assigncil  to  tliem  by  the  crown  after 
/ the  Revolutionary  war  on  tlie  Benins- 
. ul.ar  northwest  of  the  Ni.agara  river, 
t Many  of  the  young  men  and  warriors 
of  the  Cayugas  muI  S-  neens  were  also 
» upon  the  warpath  in  the  west.  (Jen.  St. 

! Clair  had  been  defeated  in  a pitched 
I battle  on  (he  Miamis  and  It  was  do. 
sirable  to  prevent  the  Cayugas  and 
Seneoft  Indians  from  joining  the  l)e!i. 
gerents  en  masse.  Th.  se  ellorts  liow- 
ever  were  crowned  with  but  iiaitial 
success. 

The  government  di^trihuted  on  lliis 
occasion  a liberal  quantity  of  pre8<'iit3 
iDcluding  clothing.  The  place  ofmeet- 
ing  so  near  the  frontier  of  Canada  was 
such  however  that  it  was  lar.^cly  under 
he  control  of  British  oflieers.  Col. 
John  Butler  of  ^VJomiIlg  memory  was 
tonspieuoiis  in  his  endeavors  to  thwart 
he  deMgns  of  (he  United  States  com- 
mssioners.  Joseph  Brant  and  Red 
acket  wore  the  principal  .«penkors 
uter  much  discussion  of  niimnrous 
iroposiiions  it  was  adjourned  with  the 
dea  of  cal'ing  a general  council  to  he 
cld  later  in  the  year.  Rumors  wore 
ccordinglv  sent  out  suniniomng  the 
nlire  Six  Nations  to  a council  To  be 
eld  at  Canandaigua  in  the  following 
utumn.  This  great  and  memorable 
oiincil  whicli  convened  was  the  result. 

Ill  the  meantime  the  State  of  Penn- 
ylvania  prepared  to  extend  her  settle- 
lents  to  Presque  Island  on  the  shore 
fLako  Erie.  This  greatly  exasper- 
ted  the  Six  Nations  who  claimed  this 
Tritory  as  exclusively  their  own. 
he  Six  Nations  were  about  to  take  the 


jiel.l  under  the  le.uhiKM,,  j,„ 
Rrant  wi.eii  Presi  b ut 
torfened  and  pi.  v.n  ed  1'.  mrsviva,"’ 
f om  any  fur, her  prose  mum.  "I 

designs  at  (hat  lime. 

The  Indians  co..,mB,sio.,er.s  «„ 
poi.itedto  represe.it  dm  Uniied  Slabs 
at  Can.mmaigua  were  (>,|.  I'mkerii... 
CHllod  ( an  net  saniy  by  .be  In.liaiis  and 
C.eiieral  Israel  Chapin.  'pi.u 
named  was  a great  friend  to  the  In- 
dians and  upon  bis  .1,  ath  the  followimr 
spring  a eoniicil  w, -.a  held  in  honor  0“ 
bis  memory  April  ‘AS.  I7i).5  at  which  a 
request  was  made  that  lii.s  son  Captain 
i.snie  Cl.apin  mig|,t  be  appointed  in 
his  place.  There  were  also  in  alien- 
deuce  at  this  eonnei)  by  special  invit- 
Rlioiyif  the  Indians,  six  quaker  friends, 
Uiiee  iron)  eaeli  Pennsylvania  and  New 
Jersey,  i i.e  Onioda.s  who  were  the  lirst 
to  arrive  on  the  iph  of  October  went 
inlo  eoiincil  upon  mattersprclainim-ex- 
c.u.sively  to  their  own  nation.  OiP  t|,o 
lourleenth  the  Onord.agas  and  Cayui-as 
arrived  and  on  the  same  day  IIo  iia  ye 

wus  or  Farmer  Brother  arrived  at  the 

head  of  a large  d.  legation  of  Senecas 
Ihey  were  received  by  the  Indians 
ilres.sed  and  painted  with  all  (he  bril- 
lianey  and  beauty  of  their  wild  fan- 
tastic tastes.  On  the  IStli  Svgo  ve- 
wat-baor  Red  J.aeket  ami  Oa  l,io-di- 
(Hih  or  Ce.rnph, liter  and  several  other 
Scncca  chiefs  arrived  each  with  larire 
ticlogations.  “ 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  ]8tli  the 
commissioners  and  friends  were  sum- 
moned by  a son  of  ('ornplantor  to 
'll  lend  (he  formal  opening  of  the  coun- 
cil. J'bc  oHiccrs  and  ibeir  interiircters 
were  snrroumlo.i  by  a dark  a.s.sombIa<re 
as  the  eoinicil  fire  was  kindled  and  the 
pipo  of  peace  went  around.  'Piie  In- 
dians are  very  deliberate  in  council  and 
It  w-as  not  until  the  20tli  the  business 
ot  the  council  really  began. 

Upon  that  occasion  Col.  Pickeriii"- 
performed  the  ceremony  of  condoN 
ment  with  (he  Delewares  for  the  lo.s.s 
of  one  of  their  bravos.  He,  in  wonts, 
took  the  tomahawk  from  the  liead  of 
the  victim  who  had  boon  miirdi'reii  by 
ft  vvliitc  man  and  cov’cred  the  grav«< 
with  leaves  so  tlint  no  one  could  fcc  it 
in  passing.  The  hatchet  which  he  ItuJ 
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tsk'  n from  ilic  head  of  tlie  victim  was 
t.iirlcd  beiicaili  a pine  tree  which  i/i 
; -r'ls  was  torn  up  fi.r  that  purpose, 
llawng  jilaced  the  halchct  in  a deep 
Ii  do  and  covered  it  over  with  stones, 
liio  tree  was  replanted  on  top  so  that 
die  iiistnimcut  of  death  could  never 
he  (liscovi  r(!il.  The, eolomd  then  wiiiod 
tlie  blood  from  their  heads  and  the 
tears  from  (lieir  eyes  and  oiiened  the 
])alli  of  peace  wbic.h  llic  Indi.an.s  were 
invittal  to  keep  clear  at  one  end  and 
tbir  United  Statc.s  at  the  other  as  long 
ns  the  sun  sltonc. 

It  was  for  the  purpose  of  answer 
iug  Ibis  addre.xs  of  Col.  Pickering  of 
wbicli  llw^  above  was  Uk?  i>rclimiiiary 
that  on  beh.alf  of  the  Six  Nations,  O ja 
geglit  had  ari.scii  in  tlie  council.  Draw- 
ing the  blanket  around  liistall  and  erect 
tlii'ugb  nge<l  form  with  all  die  natural 
grace  of  a native  Indian  be  nddres.sed 
liimvelf  to  the  eo.nmission  on  bi  ledf 
of  bis  couiitryineii.  The  iiaiional 
govi'i-nmeiit  has  preserved  nott.dng  in 
its  nrcliives  in  regard  to  this  eomicil 
except  the  bare  tii-aly  itself.  But  f-'-om 
other  sources,  :i  portion  of  iho  outline 
of  liic  in'ci  [irelcr’s  remarks  have  bi  cn 
saved.  After  delivering  the  belt  of 
wampum  by  wbioli  bo  liail  been  sum- 
moned to  the  counci!. 

He  gazodrelros|'e,ctive!y  at  the  re  . 
lations  llial  bad  existed  between  the 
intruding  white  man  and  the  Si.x 
Nations  “Win  n tlio  while  man  (irst 
came  and  landed  on  our  shores  the  In- 
tliuns  saw  that  lliey  were  rm-ii  and 
must  have  soinetliing  to  subsi.et  upon. 
'J’liey  therefore  pitied  them  and  gave 
them  s<  me  land  and  when  lliey  com- 
plained that  the  land  bial  boconie  too 
small  for  them  tlie  Indians  still  pitied 
tlieui  and  from  time  to  time  gave  them 
more.  'J'idings  were  carried  bnek  and 
still  more  came  among  us,  yet  we  did 
not  fear  tin  m.  We  took  them  to  be 
friends  ior  they  called  us  bro’licrs. 
At  length  ft  great  council  fire  was  kin- 
dled at  Albtiiiy  where  a silver  cliain 
was  made  whicli  was  kept  bright  for 
inanv  years  until  the  United  St.ates  and 
the  Croat  King  over  the  waters  difiered. 
'I'licn  their  brothers  in  Canada  talked 
to  the  Indians  and  they  let  the  chain 
fall  out  of  their  hands,  yet  it  was  not 


their  fault  but  tlie  white  people  f< t (liis 
land  over  which  our  while  liroHi.-rs 
quarrelled  was  created  l.y  the  Cr.ai 
-Spirit  for  the  use  of  bis  red  cbil.lren. 

Ill  the  war  that  ensue. 1 tlie  minds  of 
our  people  were  very  miea.sy. 
Wo  were  una'de  to  agne  am) 
oiir  council  was  divided  A p.srt  of 
our  pno|)le  stood  by  the  eouneil  of  the 
tliirtci-n  fires  while  thegri  ater  portion 
held  fj.sl  by  the  treaty  bi  lls  whii  h were 
lie!d  by  the  King  nero-s  the  gia-at 
watcr.s.  He  rclVir..d  biit-rly  to  the 
abaiidf  nment  of  licr  Indian  allies  by 
the  Britisn  at  tlie  ch  so  of  the  war  ami 
that  ill  the  treaty  of  pence  no  provisif/u 
of  any  kind  htid  been  made  f<T  Ibjm. 
He  reerqii'ulaleil  (be  hi-torj-  of  the 
negotiations  with  the  wliltepeople 
afteiwarils  ami  referiingio  the  ri-aties 
of  Fort  Siaiiwix  com p'-ained  of  the 
many  grievnnci-s  they  bad  suir.-red  jisr- 
tieularly  in  the  cunailment  of  their 
territory  Tlie  Indians  felt  that  at  tlic 
first  trea'y  at  Fort  Stanwix  In  1784  the 
commi-siom  rs  had  been  too  gra'-ping. 
In  the  .sub-eqnent  treaties  every  (Hurt 
bad  been  mrole  to  ib'ccn  thein  of  their 
hinds  until  now  “we  have  hanlly  a 
pbic.e  left  on  whieli  to  spreail  our 
blankets  but  still  you  arc  not  s-nti-fe  d ” 
In  concluding  ()  jn  geght  stated  that 
uotw'itb.sianding  tlicir  iiiniy  causes  of 
complaitit  now,  that  they  had  taken 
bold  of  the  chain  wiUi  tlie  fii'teen  fire.s 
lie  pledged  the  Six  Nations  to  hold  on. 

In  the  aliovc  speech  C ja-gegbt  coin- 
jilains  of  the  eui  tailnn  nt  of  the  lands 
of  the  red  intin  by  Uie  various  tre.ities. 
Let  us  take  up  llic  treaty  of  1781)  by 
which  most  of  the  lands  compo-,mg  the 
present  county  of  Seneea  were  released 
to  tlm  state.  The  exception  beirg  ilie 
lands  of  the  wc.st  Cayuga  retcivi.tion 
bounded  oil  llie  east  Ity  ('ayiiga  Lake, 
north  by  the  Seneea  river,  west  by  the 
reservation  road  and  south  by  the 
town  of  R miulus. 

It  was  detcrmiii"d  by  the  Stale  of 
Now  York  to  hoM  a eouneil  with  the 
Indiana  in  Soiitcm'ter  1788  at  Fort 
Schuyler  and  agents  and  ritimefs  were 
sent  out  by  ibo  New  Yoric  Indian 
commissioners  to  induce  the  Indians  to 
attend.  It  was  intended  to  make  li.is 
as  imposing  as  poasible  and  great  pre- 
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paratioDS  were  made  for  this  embassy 
to  the  lii.lian  country.  I shall  quote 
almost  liberally  from  an  article  of  ilio 
late  (leo.  Conover.  The  board  of  com- 
missiouers  and  their  retinue  started 
from  Albany  on  the  23rd  and  did  not 
arrive  at  Fort  Schuyler  until  the  28tli 
of  August.  A wilil  romantic  scene  was 
soon  presented  Governor  (Jeroge 
Clinton  pitched  his  marquee  and  was 
surrounded  by  man  y who  had  been  cou- 
spieuous  in  the  Jlevolution  and  were 
then  leading  men  in  the  new  stale. 
They  were  surrounded  by  tlie  camp- 
tires  of  the  numerous  representatives  of 
the  Six  Nation^  amounting  to  tbousands. 
Indian  traders  were  there  from  New 
York  and  Canada  in  large  numbers 
with  their  showy  goods  and  trinkets 
and  fire  water,  ready  for  the  sale  of 
good.s  on  the  espousal  of  either  the 
iiiterest  of  the  state  or  the  lessees. 
PromiiU'iit  lessees  from  Albany,  Hud- 
son and  Canada  were  in  the  crowd 
secretly  and  insidiously  endeavoring 
to  thwart  the  object  of  the  council” 
hearing  that  one  of  their  principals 
John  Livingston  was  present.  (lovcmor 
Clinton  ordeed  him  to  leave  in  three 
hours  and  retire  to  a distance  of  forty 
miles. 

The  lessees  were  a company  who  liad 
leased  from  the  Indians  a considerable 
portion  of  their  lands  for  a term  of 
999  years.  The  laws  of  the  IJnitod 
Slates  and  the  Stale  of  New  York  pro- 
hibited the  sale  of  their  lands  by  the 
Indians  without  the  approval  of  the 
governuieut  and  the  slate.  To  evade 
this  the  lesses  had  leased  nearly  the 
whole  of  western  New  York  for  the 
above  term  whieh  prac'ically  amounted 
to  a sale.  The  prominent  lessees  were 
John  Livingston  and  Dr  Benton. 
Their  object  was  the  erecticn  of  a new 
state  west  of  the  reservation  lino  siiu- 
ular  to  Vermont  which  had  recently 
been  split  oil' from  tlie  eastern  part  of 
New  York  and  been  admitted  to  state 
hood. 

“Governor  Clinton  finding  tliat  the 
Ca3Ugas  and  Seneeas  had  held  back 
Sent  messages  to  Kama  de  sajja  now 
Geneva,  to  burry  them  forward.  They 
fouud  Dr.  Benton  a prominent  lessee 
and  his  agents  surrounded  by  Indians 


dealing  out  liquor  and  gotals  per.uvl 
mg  them  that  either  New  York  wnull 
cheat  them  out  of  their  lauds  or  eu'e 
put  them  to  death.  Many  of  them 
were  iiudeeeived  and  started  oil  the 
journey  but  so  great  had  been  the 
beastly  intoxication,  that  hut  few  went 
further  than  Scaw  yacc  (.South  Water- 
loo) being  to  unable  proceed  and  but 
few  reached  the  council,  one  Cayin/a 
dying  on  the  road.”  " 

On  the  9th  of  September  tlie  council 
was  opened  by  a speech  by  Goveuor 
Cliutoii  and  after  a few  days  negoti- 
ation, a treaty  was  concluded  with” the 
Oiioiutaga,s  whereby  all  their  lands 
were  secured  except  certain  reser- 
vations. Negotiations  with  the  Onei- 
das  followed  and  after  some  days  a 
like  treaty  was  procured  from  them. 
The  council  had  now  continued  for 
twenty  live  days  It  heoame  now  im. 
portaiil  in  order  to  secuie  the  balance 
of  the  Indian  lands  to  procure  a treaty 
with  the  Cayiigas  and  Senecas.  Rev. 
Samuel  Kirkwood  was  desjiatehed  to 
these  tribes  to  inform  them  wliat  had 
been  done  and  to  prepare  the  way  for  a 
council. 

Seth  Reed  and  Pelcr  Ryckerman  who 
were  both  noted  linlian  traders  located 
at  the  Indian  village  of  Kaiiades.aga 
were  engaged  to  aid  in  getting  the 
attendance  of  the  Indians  at  Apiany. 
Both  of  these  traders  were  committed  to 
the  interests  of  the  les.sees.tlio  lands  and 
set  oil'  to  them  by  the  stale  eoiniuis- 
sioners  in  this  treaty  which  they  aided 
n securing  will  show  how  they  came 
to  change  their  .ninds.  Reed  and 
Ryckerman  responded  as  soon  after 
these  arrangements  had  been  completed 
as  possible.  First  sending  Janies 
iMnmiiiig  Rcrd  to  Albany  with  a letter 
saying  that  they  would  be  in  Albany 
tlio  latter  part  of  January  with  the 
Indians  and  adding  that  the  lessees  kept 
the  Indians  so  continually  intoxicated 
with  liquor  Hint  it  is  irapnssililo  to  do 
anything  with  them.  It  was  not  un- 
til February  1889  that  Ryckerman  was 
able  to  collect  a snflicient  number  of 
Indians  and  reach  Albany. 

The  council  was  accordingly  opened 
on  the  19th  with  the  Cayugas  and 
some  Ououdagas  and  Oueidas  being 
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^ ...  pre.'ciit.  None  of  the  prominent 
*»wi;.'as  either  saclicms  or  warriors 
present.  A c 'iivcitcd  Cayuga 
p Jim  known  as  Goi  d I’oier  or  Dom- 
ii:ic  Peter  was  the  principal  speaker 
tor  the  Cayugas.  Prcicnt  at  the  coun- 
i-,l  was  a consideiatJc  number  of  their 
wonu'ii  wlioiu  Good  Peter  c.illed 
governesses  and  of  whom  he  said, 
‘•Onr  ancestors  consider  it  a great 
transgression  to  neglect  the  council  of 
the  women,  jiariicularly  the  gov- 
criiesscs  whom  they  consider  the  mis- 
tresses of  the  soil.  They  said,  who 
brought  us  forth?  Who  cultivate  our 
lamL?  Who  kindle  our  fires  and  boil 
our  pots  but  the  women? 

On  the  2oib  of  Fc.oniary,  1789,  the 
treaty  of  Albany  was  concluded.  In 
the  first  two  clau.ses  of  this  treaty  they 
ceded  and  granted  to  the  State  of 
New  York  forever  all  their  lands  ex- 
cept the  east  and  west  Cayuga  Reser- 
vations containing  one  hundred 
square  miles,  exclusive  of  the  waters 
ot  Cayuga  lake  and  the  place  cal.ed 
Skayes  on  the  Seneca  River  and  a 
competaiit  piece,  of  land  on  the  south 
side  of  said  river  at  the  said  place 
sullicicnt  for  the  said  Cayugas  to  laud 
and  cncami)  on  aiul  cure  their  ec's. 

The  third  clause  givc.s  the  Cayugas 
and  their  posterity  forever  the  right 
of  hunting  in  every  part  of  said  ceded 
land  and  of  fishing  in  all  the  waters 
within  the  same. 

The  fourth  clause  names  the  con- 
sideration on  the  part  of  the  state 
which  was  $.5,000  in  silver  (the  re- 
ceipt whereof  the  Cayugas  do  hereby 
acknowledge)  and  a further  payment 
the  following  June  1st  at  I'ort  Scln^y  lci 
of  $1625  00  and  an  annuity  of  $600 
per  year.  The  state  settles  with  Peter 
Ryckerman  in  tlie  same  clause  for  his 
share  in  procuring  llic  treaty  by  pay- 
ing him  out  of  lands  set  aside  for  the 
Cayugas  as  per  the  following  clause— 
and  as  a further  consideration  to  the 
Cayugas  the  people  of  the  State  of 
New  York  shall  grant  to  their  adopted 
child,  Peter  Ryckerman  whom  they 
have  expressed  a desire  shall  reside 
near  them,  to  assist  them  and  as  a 
benevolence  from  them  the  Cayugas 
t'j  him  and  in  return  for  services 


rendered  by  him  to  their  nation,  the 
said  tract  of  one  mile  square  at  the 
Cayuga  Ferry,  excepud  out  “f  t.ald 
lands  reserved  to  the  Cayugas  for  llu  ir 
own  u.-e  and  ciiUivaiion.  Rickcimau 
was  also  graii'cd  in  the  fourth  clause  of 
the  treaty  16  000  acres  of  land  ad- 
joining and  on  the  west  side  of  $cneca 
Lake,  surrounding  a house  lately 
erected  and  now  in  o:cupalioa  liy  the 
said  Peter  Ryckerman.  There  is  ex- 
cepud  out  of  this  370  acres  which 
were  granted  to  a wliito  man  who  mar- 
ried a"  daughter  of  a Cayuga  named 
Tliynowas.  It  was  Ryckcriiiaii's  en- 
deavor to  beat  his  partner  out  of  any 
participation  in  tliis  land  tliat  has 
placed  so  many  documents  on  file  at 
Albany  and  given  so  much  I'ght  on 
this  ticaty. 

The  closing  four  lines  of  this  treaty 
were  evidently  ad. led  to  modify  if 
possible  somewhat  the  known  hostility 
of  O ja-g'  gilt  to  releasing  any  of  the 
lands  Of” ih°e  Cayugas  to  the  -tate.  They 
read  as  follows.  Notwithstaudiiig  '-he 
said  reservation  herein  above  specified, 
to  the  Cayuga.a,  it  is  declared  to  bo  the 
intent  of  the  parlies  that  the  Cayuga 
called  the  Ki-h  Carrh-r  shall  have  a 
mile  square  of  the  said  reserved  lands 
for  tin;  sejisratc  use  of  him-elf  and 
his  family  forever. 

The  signatures  to  the  treaty  are  re- 
markable on  the  pan  of  the  r»d  man 
from  the  fact  that  it  is  signed  by  hut 
fourteen  Indians  and  twelve  govern- 
esses. Nine  of  these  signatures  were 
signed  by  but  one  Indian  Kan  is  ta- 
c»iH  whose  mark  i-s  a steel  trap.  Iho 
peculiar  marks  and  totems  are  inter- 
esting. B.!sidcs  Governor  Cdnton  and 
Lieutenant  Governor  Van  Cortland  on 
the  part  of  the  state  are  Ezra  L.  llom- 
medien,  Abram  Ten  Brock.  John 
Hathorn,  Samuel  Jones,  Peter  t.ans- 
voort  and  Egbert  Benson. 

There  was  great  indignation  on  the 
part  of  the  rest  of  the  Cayugas  as  soon 
as  it  was  known  tliat  a trc.aty  had  l-cen 
entered  into  and  negotiated  by  so  small 
and  uninfluential  a part  of  their  nation. 
As  soon  as  the  runner  with  the  tidings 
of  this  treaty  arrived  at  Tey  o heyho- 
co  Is  (Buffalo  Creed)  where  quite  a 
number  of  the  Cayuga  warriors  and 
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cliicfs  with  (Iicir  followors  were  in 
caiii|)  for  tli(!  winter  iinni'iliMfc  [jro- 
piiiaiions  were  mido  to  roliirn  to  tliis 
neieliborliooil  'I'tic  fcolinir  was  very 
biitur  ami  rankml  very  6t;oni'  in  tlicir 
iniTsds  that  the  ('a3’ti.;!is  had  not  b'  Cu 
treated  fair  in  tiio  matter  of  this  treaty. 

O je.-eejriit  at  tlic  head  of  Ids  people 
drove  the  sniveyors  from  the.ir  lands, 
destroyed  the  ^takes  and  refuse  1 to  t)e 
oppressed.  Kvery  me.ans  to  panify 
him  was  without  avail.  When  the 
first  (iay  of  June,  came  it  was  felt  to  be 
a vital  necessity  that  the  sionaturcs 
of  some  of  the  more  ])romineiit  war- 
rinrs,  cliicfs  and  sachems  of  the  nation 
should  be  sceurct!  to  an  article  ratify- 
iufj  the  treaty  of  the  previous  year. 
It  seems  that  on  the  22  id  of  June  tliis 
fact  was  accomplished  for  we  fiiul  on 
that  date  the  Cavogas  had  come  for- 
ward to  Fort  S'anw'ix  ami  received 
their  annuity  and  also  the  further  sum 
of  one  ihoumnd  dollars  as  a benevolence 
and  We  th'-  said  Cayngas  in  consider- 
ation thereof  do  by  tin  sc  presents  fully 
freely  and  absolutely  ratify  and  c in- 
firm the  said  agreement  and  cessien. 
This  was  signed  by  twenty  four 
t^aetu'ms,  chiefs  and  warriors  of  tin 
Cayuga  Nati<m  of  ludims'.  The  first 
signature  being  ()  ja  geght  alias  Kidi 
comer,  tlio  next  Sliogoyegluvatha  or 
Ked  Jacket,  and  tlic  names  I’f  tiie  letul 
Ing  men  of  the  Cavuga  Nation  follow, 
omong  the  leading  witnesses  was 
J ’sepli  IJeant.  W.  L.  Stone  in  ins 
iife  of  llrant  speaks  of  him  as  h iving 
been  a gi'cal  and  life  long  fiieiul  of 
Aid  chief  of  the  ('ayngas.  Xcw  York 
refers  to  the  1781)  treaty  ns  having  been 
made  at  Albany  on  that  date  and  con- 
firmed by  subsiqnent  arlic'cs  maJc 
at  Fort  Stanwix,  June  22.  171)0. 

'J'heir  reservation  on  the  east  and 
west  shores  of  Cayuga  Lake  were  soon 
sill  rounded  by  settlers.  Leases  were 
made  to  the  whites  in  some  instnnees 
and  in  others  sipiatters  swarmed  in  and 
took  pos'cssion.  15y  re.ason  of  their 
lease  of  ferry  privileges  to  John  Harris 
and  Janies  Bennett,  a highway'  was 
opened  whieli  was  Iravidled  liy  all  who 
made  use  of  the  ferry.  Tlicre  was 
another  class,  the  felons  and  ontlaws 
who  sought  refuge  there.  There  was 


a provision  in  the  treaty  by  wliieli  the 
stale  hound  itself  to  clear  the  ri  -oT. 
viition  from  intruders  on  said  reser- 
vation without  the  consent  of  the  said 
Cayugas  and  tiic  Cayugas  on  tliiir 
part  to  the  Stale  in  the  appreliemling 
of  intruders,  felous  auil  cllcmlers  to 
ilio  end  that  iliey  mtiy  tie  brought  to 
justice.  It  was  necessary  on  a uuiuher 
of  occasiotis  for  the  stale  to  summon 
a sherilt’s  posse  to  clear  and  drive  out  hy 
main  forte  ilie  intruders,  so  that  t'lo 
I^ttytJgiis  could  retain  and  enjoy  the 
rcsiiiuc  of  the  lands  that  remained  to 
them. 

Tlic  treaty  of  1789  was  no  sooner 
rntili  d in  the  lollowiug  ye  ir  than  long- 
ing eyes  were  turned  to  the  fair  Lands 
that  yet  r 'iii'Jned  to  tlic  Cayugas.  It 
was  not  long  b.'iore  i.r.ete-led  parties 
wiio  afierwards  obtained  a sliaro  in  its 
di'tributioii  ba-gau  to  talk  of — is  the 
tiVHiy  aft- rw.ards  uegoLia’ed  st.ites — 
••m'ke  the  limis  of  the  .said  res-jr- 
voration  more  productive  of  nnmial  in- 
come to  ilio  C'lyugas.’’  It  was  not 
uutil  July  27,  179o  tliat  eomiiii.ssinncrs 
on  the  part  of  t .C  state  coiicUuh'd  a 
treaty  at  the  Cayuga  F'erry  whereby 
llic  Cayuga  Nation  rcleasc'd  to  the  state 
all  their  lands  except  two  small  reser- 
vations on  tiio  east  si'le  of  ilio  lake. 

It  is  not  the  piirjiose  of  this  article 
to  go  into  the  details  of  this  treaty  as 
it  was  touched  on  in  the  ai  ticlo  on  the 
Early  Ferries  a’.il  the  Cciiesoc  High, 
way,  ihe  Samuel  and  John  Hams  and 
two  additional  articles  culilled  the  Cay- 
uga Treaties  soon  to  Hjipoar  in  tiic 
Grips  Hi'tory.  The  negotiating  and 
coiieludiiig  of  the  i eat y' met  the  deter- 
mined  ojipo-si turn  of  O ja  geght  and  it 
was  not  uiiiil  all  of  hi.s  followers  had 
been  won  over  and  he  had  stood  out 
alone  fur  many  days  that  it  was  coii 
siimaled.  The  mile  square  reserved 
to  G-ja-gcght  ill  the  1789  trcaiy  lie 
evidently  refused  to  reh  asn  as  per  this 
clause  ill  the  irealy  “one  oilier  jiiee.! 
of  land  one  mile  square  .at  ‘Canuga’  f r 
tlie  use  of  an  lii'iian  sachem  of  ’h*' 
said  nation  called  Fish  Can  i-'f  ard  f r 
the  use  of  his  jiost*  rity  forevir.  ’ 

The  two  small  rcsorva  i m.  «>f  i--’ 

miles  and  one  mile  sq  iare  on  >'.*■ 

side  of  Cayuga  Lake  wc.-o  ' t"'''* 
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jiilre|ias<  d ))>■  'he  Stale  on  MnySO,  1807. 
I'lie  r<  ■e  rviilion  eoutaining  the  [lulian 
sjii I iig  and  village  at  Cimiga  se  ined 
to  O-ja  geght  was  exehangi  d for  an 
aniiiiiiy  of  §o0  jier  year.  Tins  was 
{laid  to  Ids  heirs  U()  lo  Aiigu-.l  2,  1841 
when  by  Chajiter  294  of  the  laws  of 
that  year  it  was  extinguished.  O ja- 
geght  was  .ail  old  man  at  the  dale  of 
the  1789  ireatie.s  and  alter  the  loss  of 
so  mueh  of  liieir  Lauds  he  lived  most  of 
his  time  with  ilio  iMohawks  in  Canada. 
He  liosvever  atterw.ards  visited  a num- 
ber of  limes  the  territorii'S  that  tor 
three  eeiitiiries  had  i<e"n  llie  homes  of 
his  peojilo  Ho  ivas|M4'  out  and  sigried 
the  treaty  of  1.80/.  rio  re  is  a trad- 
ition that  diiroig  .a  aiibs' qneul  pilgrim- 
age to  the  gra'cs  if  loj  people  at 
Caiioga  he  died.  The  name  and 
saehenisliip  is  .still  kept  up  among  the 
. remnants  of  the  Cayuga  Nation. 

The  Cayuga  Nation  of  IiidiniiR  were 
one  of  tim  e composing  the  Five  Nations 
After  the  adojiiion  of  the  Tiisoanuas 
who  were  a conquered  iriOe  .speaUmg 
a similar  dialect  whom  these  natiotis 
feund  in  Not  tli  Carolina  into  their  eon- 
feilerae.y  it  iiecamo  more  widely-  known 
as  the  Six  Naijoiis.  I'liis  league  was 
called  liy  the  French  the  Iroquois  and 
was  Ihe  most  jiowerful  and  wichdy 
known  of  any  of  llm  Indi’iii  tribes  on 
Ihe  continent  In  the  f.ancifnl  and 
figurative  language  which  they  made 
use  (<f  they  teri'H'd  ilieir  formation  ('lo- 
di-iio-snn-nce,  the  long  tionse)  winch 
.signifies  a long  house  having  [lailitions 
and  sepaiide  tires.  Tliis  was  the  an- 
cient way  these  jieoplc  had  of  building 
their  bark  house, s large  enough  to  ac- 
commodate a niimlier  of  families. 

The  home  domains  of  the  Si.x 
5 Nations  .stretched  the  entire  length  of 
I the  F/mjiii'c  stale.  'I’tie  first  lire  the 
i I'xlreme  western  one  was  ilio  .Senecas, 
j They  were  known  as  the  hill  jieojile 

I *iid  were  the  fiercc.st,  the  most  jiop- 
i iilous  and  furiii.slied  the  mo.st  warriors 
) and  wareJiiefs.  They  were  d‘'.sigiiated 
»'  tlin  keepers  ot  Ihe  weslerii  g'-te. 
Hie  fifth  lire  at  the  C'ist  end  was  tlio 
'lohawks  ami  tliey  wen;  the  guardians 
f the  I'nsierii  door.  On  this  tribe  dc- 
’ >'ved  ttie  naming  of  a warcliief  and 
••  lolleeliou  of  tribute  was  one  of  their 


duties.  The  tliird  tire  was  the  great 
council  tiic  of  the  hjix  Nations  and  was 
in  cliargo  of  the  O londagas.  Ths 
cimneil  lire  was  jiul  out  ivneii  ttie  <)n- 
ondag.a  council  house  was  di’.siroy  c<l  by 
Count  Fionlenac  in  1096.  It  wa-.  again 
put  out  ill  the  sjiring  of  1777  amt  again 
for  the  Last  time  in  1779.  It  was  never 
afterwares  ndighted  in  die  old  p'ace  in 
die  council  town.  Of  the  fifty  eachems 
who  governed  tlic  civic  alfiirs  of  the 
Six  Nations,  fourteen  belonged  to  the 
Ononilagas.  The  head  or  eliief  sachem 
was  with  tlicm  the  naiuc  'I’o  do-ilo-ho 
and  ilic  title  going  with  the  offiee,  also 
the  llo-iio-wc-na-to  or  national  wam- 
pum keeper  was  an  hereditary  oftice 
that  W.H3  confined  to  die  Onondaga?. 
The  waiiipiiin  represented  the  hi.stnry 
of  the  cations  which  was  talke.l  into 
it. 

One  of  the  in'eresling  f-afiires  at 
the  unveiling  of  die  Ile-d  .Jacket  .^Ionu■ 
munt  at  Canoga  on  O 'tob“r  14.  1891, 
was  the  pri'senre  of  ('liief  Sachem 
Skanawati  the  ollimal  keeper  of  the 
wampum  liclt.s  or  records.  He  exhib- 
lied  a Large  wampum  belt  and  ex- 
jilainod  it.s  use  and  die  manner  of  keep- 
ing the  records  of  die  Coiift-doracy. 

The  second  lire  w.as  tint  of  the  Cay- 
iig.Hs  They  were  the  emtodian?  of 
the  Ah-so  qiia-ta,  I lie  peace  jiipe  '1  hs 
Cayugas  were  de-igned  at  the  c.uncil 
tires  as  the  So-inus-ho-gwa  to-war 
which  signities  the  gr.  at  pip".  In 
addition  to  llie  apple  and  (leacli  orchards 
and  clearings  of  corn  were  large 
fields  of  eiillivaled  loliaeco  snnonnil- 
iiig  the  C.aynga  cattles  or  settlements. 
It  wa.s  their  right  to  apjdy  Ihe  lighteil 
brand  from  the  conm  il  liii'  to  the  cal- 
umet at  the  national  coiiiicil.  The 
smoking  of  tip:  jicace  jnpe  and  Die 
passing  of  it.  aroiinil  the  einde  from 
hand  to  hand  was  the  preliminary  or 
formal  method  of  opening  all  councils. 
In  the  geneinl  council  it  went  first  to 
the  Ononilagas  and  ciinic  around  to 
the  Cayugas  last  in  whose  keoiung  it 
iTimiined  until  the  next  council.  The 
rudely  drawn  figure  of  a calumet  jilaced 
opposite  the  n.ame.s  of  tlieir  chiefs  was 
their  ollicial  signature  and  it  was  their 
totain  and  their  itioignia  as  a nation. 

Upon  one  side  of  the  council  fire 
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were  hnn?  th«  On^'iidagos,  Seneca  and 
Mohawks  for  they  were  the  fathers  of 
the  league,  on  the  other  side  were  the 
Cayu‘as,  Oneidas  and  Tuacsroras  for 
they  were  brothers  but  children  of 
the  first  three.  The  C.ayngaa  were 
formerly  a part  of  the  Seneca  nation  at 
some  remote  time  in  the  tlim  recesses 
of  tradition  in  whicli  the  early  trail  of 
the  Cayuftas  are  lost-  \Vhen  the  Seneca 
bunting  grounds  around  the  (ienesee 
became  too  thickly  settled  for  easy 
subsistance  a band  tinder  the  leadership 
of  some  favorite  chief  inigrnicd  to  the 
outlet  of  Cayuga  lake.  In  time  they 
grew  in  numbers  and  became  distinct. 
They  were  formerly  known  nuder  the 
title  of  the  (Jwe-u-gwek-o-no  which 
means  the  people  of  the  mucky  land. 
This  referreci  to  the  Montezuma 
marshes  where  their  first  settlements 
were  marie.  The  Oneidas  in  a like 
manner  were  originally  a part  of  the 
Mohawks  and  became  a distinct  nation 
in  a similar  ntanner. 

Few  who  to-day  occupy  the  lands 
that  formerly  belonged  to  the  Six 
Nations  realize  llte  c.xtcnt  to  whicli 
they  carried  their  eouqnests  outside  of 
tlieir  home  territories.  The  limits  of 
this  paper  will  admit  of  but  one  ex- 
tract or  two  from  well  known  writers. 

Morgan  in  his  league  of  the  Iroipiois 
say.s,  ‘-No  frightful  solitude  in  tlio 
wilderness,  no  impregnable  rcetss  in 
the  frozen  north  was  proof  against 
their  courage  and  daring.  By  the 
year  1700  they  had  snbdneil  and  lield 
in  subjection  all  the  principal  nations 
which  occupied  the  States  of  New  York, 
Delaware,  Marylatid,'  New  Jer.sey, 
Pennsylania,  Virginia,  Ohio,  Ken- 
tucky, Nortliern  Tennessee,  Illinois, 

■ Indiana,  Michigan,  a portion  of  the 
: New  Plngland  states  and  a principal 
I part  of  C'anada.  Over  these  nations 
' the  haughty  and  itnpcnons  Iroiiuois 
• exercised  a constant  snpervi.sion. 

Chauncey  M.  Depew  in  his  eenten- 
. nial  address  at  the  lutndredtli  anniver- 
sary of  the  State  of  New  York  referred 
to  this  incident.  A tribe  of  Manhat- 
. tans  bed  sold  some  of  tiicir  lands  to 
the  white  settlers  without  the  consent 
I ofjthe  Iroquois,  this  was  contrary  to 
: their  agreement.  A single  Mohawk 


w.srrior  tep*  k.«  nn  rr  r - « •.  t • m.; 
to  it.  .'^'imniot  ieg  ■!  « • ....  j 

to  a (Ollin-il  |i<>  In  f . I : ,f 

that  was  respon-ible  for  the  tt»-  ^ I 
pointed  out  to  him.  H*;  i-.-tr-ip  , 
buried  liis  toniali.awk  in  hi<  h:\  n 
scalped  him  and  hanging  his  tiill  b|eei. 
ing  scalp  to  his  girdle  strode  cut  ftorr. 
the  terrified  and  snlnnisKivo  assembl v." 

DeWitt  Clinton  say.s  of  them,  “They 
were  the  Romans  of  the  west.  Their 
conquests  if  we  consider  their  mimber* 
and  circumstances  were  not  inferior  to 
that  of  Rome  itself.  They  ran  in  con- 
quest further  than  the  Greek  arms  ever 
carried  and  to  distances  which  Rome 
surpassed  only  in  the  days  of  its  cul- 
minating glory. 

On  November  6.  1768  the  boundary 
line  between  the  Six  Nations  and  the 
State  of  New  York,  New  Jersey, 
rennsylvariia,  and  Virginia  was  fixed 
by  a treaty  at  Fort  Stanwix  between 
tlie  officials  of  these  states  and  the  Six 
Nations,  on  behalf  of  ourselves  and 
of  our  several  dependent  nations.  The 
Cayugas  signed  by  their  seal  or  totum 
the  crude  drawing  or  picture  of  a cal- 
umet. 

'J'hc  Cayugas  though  situated  far 
inland  were  so  favored  by  nature  that 
tliey  could  by  several  water  routes 
that  centered  in  their  territories 
ipiickly  asseniiile  and  go  forward  on 
tho  warpath  in  any  direction.  Their 
remote, secluded  territories  on  the  other 
hand  in  the  midst  of  a stnpeiulons  for- 
est scenery  would  seem  to  be  the  ori- 
ginal abode  of  sylvan  happiness. 
'I'lieir  principal  villages,  sctllcinents 
and  encampments  w^roon  both  sides 
of  Cayuga  lake.  At  I lie  Canoga 
Springs  was  tlieir  village  of  the  name 
Ca-no  gcli  .signiling,  oil  on  the  waters. 

The  Spring  was  considered  liy  the  In- 
dians to  be  iiosscsseil  of  medicine  prop- 
cries  and  capable  of  driving  away  cer- 
tain evil  spirits  fliat  brongnt  disease. 
Red  Jacket  was  born  near  this  spring 
somewhere  about  the  year  1760.  Hi* 
mother  was  a Cayuga.  The  order  of 
descent  in  Indian  lineage  was  throng., 
the  female  line  and  althongli  the  fiih^r 
was  a Seneca  the  sou  of  tho  mother 
was  a Cayuga.  You  will  find 
name  signed  to  most  of  the  Cajtija 


>..-f lilies.  Mis  title  to  the  wolf  clan  was 
tiuin  his  mother  and  Ihongh  culleil  by 
loiiie  writers  a prince  of  ihe  turtle 
cisii  because  liis  father  was  of  that 
clan,  an  Indian  would  never  call  him 
fo.  In  the  mile  square  reserved  to  O- 
ji  geght  were  a numlier  of  their  burial 
places.  The  Indian  has  always  had  a 
great  veneration  for  the  graves  of  his 
fathers  and  it  was  a reproach  to  the 
Cayugas  that  they  did  not  retain  even 
a place  to  bury  their  dead. 

Another  village  of  the  Cayugas  was 
Ge  wa-ga  means  a promintory  running 
out.  It  was  on  the  other  side  of  the 
lake  near  Union  ISpiings.  A little 
further  south  was  their  jiiincipal  vil- 
lage where  the  council  house  of  the 
Cayuga  Nation  was  situated,  Ga-ya- 
ga  an’. ha  wliich  means  inclining  down- 
ward. It  is  said  it  refers  to  the  re- 
flection of  heaven’s  dome  in  the  watersj 
, another.  Indian  word  more  fully  ex- 
pressing it  being  Ga  o ya-di-o,  wliere 
the  heavens  rest  upon  the  earth.  Ca 
the  site  of  Ithaca  was  Ne-o  dak  lie-at 
meaning  at  the  emi  of  the  lake. 
Where  Aurora  is  situated  was  De  a- 
weii  dote,  constant  dawn.  The  Cay- 
ugas were  the  keepers  of  the  southern 
gate  of  the  Confetleracy,  a place  where 
I all  the  rivers  and  trails  came  together 
Ta-  yo  ga,  at  the  forks.  These  names 
show  that  the  Cayugas  were  not  in- 
sensible to  their  beautiful  surroiinJ- 
iugs. 

Their  name  for  the  Seneca  River 
was  Swa-geh,  flowing  away.  Tliis  was 
jthe  name  of  the  river  from  Seneca 
jlake  until  it  empied  into  Lake  On 
tario.  Coining  up  the  river  however  it 
was  the  Onondaga  until  Onondaga 
lake  was  passed  Cayuga  river  until 
Cayuga  lake  was  passed  and  tlieu 
Seneca  River  This  point  on  the  Sen- 
ica  river  where  we  are  gathered  to- 
light  was  the  carrving  place  or  por- 
»ge.  It  marked  the  somewhat  elastic 
oundaries  between  the  Cayugas  and 
ienecas.  The  site  of  Seneca  Falls 
tas  called  Sha  se  once  which  means 
Tift  flowing  or  tumbling  waters.  As 
56  principal  trail  of  the  Six  Nations 
5io  ran  east  and  west  through  our 
'lilage  it  is  probable  that  there  has 
■«?er  been  a time  since  the  Indians 


inhabited  this  country  that  there  ha* 
not  been  a colleclioii  of  b»ik  cdifin-j, 
tepees  or  wigwams  of  this  migratory 
race  scatUM-ed  tliiongli  tlic  forests  ou 
either  aide  of  the  river  at  tins  point. 
Niimeious  evidences  were  fonnU  here 
of  former  Indian  occupation. 

Scoy  ya.se  west  of  ns  seems  to  have 
been  a cosmopolitm  setileinent  com- 
posed of  migratory  bands  contributed 
from  all  of  the  Six  Nations.  Tnese  as 
tliey  journeyed  east  or  west  on  the 
trail  or  carried  around  tlie  rapids 
pitched  their  habitation,  tarried  for 
tlie  fishing  or  social  interchange. 
'I'here  was  always  as  a consequence 
encampnieiiis  all  along  the  river. 

Mere  in  this  very  heart  of  nature 
along  these  lieaiitifnl  streams  aud 
around  tliis  land  locked  expanse  of 
minored  waiers  dwelt  our  jiredecessors 
the  Cayugas  happy  under  the  smile  of 
the  Great  Spirit.  'Ttie  waters  were 
teeming  with  li-li  and  llie  forests  with 
game.  Tliey  chase  alternated  with  the 
couicil.  llo-di  os  Sell  tliey  called 
them  which  signifies  advi-'iiig  together. 
There  was  tlieir  local  festivals  and  ob- 
servances as  well  as  tlieir  general 
gatherings  at  tlie  Onondaga  council 
liousc.  “If  for  Instance  the  Cayugas 
lost  a sachem  or  chief,  a i iiniiei'  was  sent 
out  will]  belts  of  iiiviiatiou  to  the 
acfieins  of  the  league  and  llie  jieoplas 
at  large  to  assemble  around  their  coun- 
cil tire.  As  soon  as  the  runner  had 
reached  the  trails  of  iha  Uuondagas  it 
was  taken  up  by  them  and  circulated 
through  their  nation  and  one  of  the 
Oiiomlagaa  fastest  runner  took  up  the 
message  and  passed  it  ou  to  the  Oneidas 
aud  tliey  in  a like  manner  to  the  nutijos 
at  the  east  In  the  iiieaiitiuie  another 
Cayuga  runner  had  reached  Can  a 
di  sa-ga  the  chief  Seneca’s  village  and 
was  it  being  circulated  through  the 
Seneca’s  villages  by  their  runners. 
Tlie  belts  and  strings  of  wainpnm  sent 
out  couveyed  a mess.age.  The  name 
of  the  deceased  calls  for  a couucil. 

Tlie  name  aud  appeal  fell  not  iu  vain 
u[)oii  the  ears  of  llie  Iroquois.  There 
was  a potency  iu  the  name  itself 
which  none  could  resist.  It  pene- 
trated every  seclusion  of  ihe  forest, 
and  reached  every  Ga-no-soh  hunter 
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upon  (ho  hillsiiio,  on  tl;o  nifirt:in  of 
ibe  Ifiko,  or  in  (!»«  (li'i'p  >olilii(|i's  of 
the  v\<ioils.  No  wni  rii.r,  wii-c  ninn  or 
chief  fnih'd  to  liciir  or  wiilis(ni,i|  iho 
cull.  A principle  williiii  WHR  nddri'S'ed 
which  ever  responded,  respect  and 
veneraiion  for  the  sachems  of  the 
leaeiie.” 

For  these  councils,  and  (lie  festivities 
with  wliich  they  were  conelnded  the 
Ho  ile-no-sau-ute  ever  retniued  a 
passionate  fondness.  No  itn-lemency  of 
sesson,  nor  remoteness  of  residence, 
DO  frailty  of  ago  of  sex  ollered  im- 
possible ohsirnctiou.  To  that  hardy 
spirit  wldcli  induced  the  Irorpiois  to 
traverseiho  wai paths  of  tlie  disiant 
south  and  west  ami  to  leave  their  hunt- 
ing trailsnpon  the  l*<)tnmac  atid  the 
Ohio,  the  distance  to  the  eonncil  witii- 
ia  their  immediate  territories  would 
present  no  considerahle  himlerances. 
From  the  ^lohawk  to  the  (iteneseo  they 
forsook  their  hnntitig  groiimls  and  their 
encampments  and  pul  themselves  up- 
onthe  trail  for  the  council  tire.  Old 
men  with  gray  hair  aiid  tottering  steps, 
young  men  in  the  vigor  of  youth,  war- 
riors inured  to  the  hardsliiits  of  in- 
cessant strife,  children  looking  out 
upon  life  for  the  first  time  and  women 
with  tneir  infants  enclosed  in  the  ga- 
oo-ha,  baby^frauie,  all  performed  the 
journey  with  singular  rapidity  aud  en- 
durance. From  every  side  they  bent 
their  footsteps  toward  the  council,  aud 
when  the  day  at  rived,  a large  con- 
course of  warriors,  chiefs,  wise  nien 
and  sachems,  from  the  most  retuote 
as  well  as  the  subjacent  parts  of  their 
territory,  greeteil  each  other  beside 
the  council  fire  of  the  Cayugas. 

There  was  one  itecularify  of  the 
council  only  that  the  limits  of  this 
article  will  permit  calling  attention 
to  aiid  that  is  the  ruling  of  the  ma- 
jority over  the  minority.  No  majority 
could  force  the  minority,  that  would 
be  the  curtailing  of  their  liberties. 
They  must  all  be,  as  they  expressed  it, 
of  one  mind,  otherwise  everything  fell 
to  the  ground.  When  the  Six  Nations 
went  into  council  in  regard  to  support- 
ing the  British  in  the  Itovolution  the 
Uneidas  could  not  be  brought  to  agree 
with  the  majority.  Hence  all  were  at 
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w h-  t!  II-  Ml  It,.,  tr.  ,1  . r 
to  III),  stale  the  ( n .,  , 

I lad  ( ) j i ecj/i.i  r.  fii  . .1  I.,  . 
in  Jorilj  the  treat  v 
been  |•.■llilie.l. 

IVople  or  classes  of  i.copl 
leave  their  foolpiinl!-  upon  tin 
they  inhabit.  K.i-t  of  ,,s 
loft  thcir.s,  “upon  (ho  slreain  im.i  n,. 
hound  coasl”  where  lirst  they  landed. 
Nearer  the  Diilcli  left  theirs  about  the 
Hudson,  a lordly  yet  a sleopv  going 
region.  About  and  around ’( 'av  iga 
J.akc  has  always  ro.sie  1 a benign,  pin- 
toral,  restful  pro.«enco.  It  breathes  of 
ho.spitality  and  the  open  door  of  wel- 
come. The  snmnier  clouds  that  curl 
like  a lialo  above  it  ever  seem  like  the 
vaporings  that  had  just  left  the  bowl 
of  the  As-o-qiia-tu,  tlic  calumet,  the 
peace  pipe  of  the  '"'ayngas.  Peace 
aud  sweet  content  have  ever  hemmed 
it  in. 

Thy  surface  wide, 
cut  bright 
Tlie  farther  shore 
fades  blue 
In  tender  tints  of  n celestial  hue 
Yon  hark  like  cockle  shell  so  frail  and 
slight 

SuspeiidtHl  floats ; blaitk  space  and 
bright 

The  rich  toned  shadows  fashion  it 


a glass, — transpar- 
like  rainbow  tips 


again 

Reverscil  bencatli  thy  burnished  plain. 

Submerged  wide  heavens  down  so 
snowy  (White 

Draws  magnet  like  each  shade  of 
nalives  soul. 

Fields  square  of  meadow,  hills  of 
mossy  turf 

The  woodland  mass,  the  tree  trunks 
gnarled  girth 

The  worlds  sharp  struggle  to  soaic 
seUl.sh  goal 


Floats  oil  beyond  horizons  utmost 
knowl 

Becalmed  lies  every  joy  that  is  of 
heaven  or  earth. 

Wlieii  the  hazes  of  Indian  sunnner 
mantles  our  lovely  lake,  the 
Uayuga  wraps  her  robe  of  royal  tv- 
rian  purple  about  her.  I'» 
and  tones  are  such  as  the  luo-t  loid.) 
potentate  of  the  cast  might  tuvy. 
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llK-M- m-ignia  (bat  n.o  (Jayngas  ever 
k-'pl  MMpend.-d  from  the  ridge  pole  of 
tb.  ir  Imrk  caliiiis  or  Imiig  ever  at  band 

m (be  fobls  of  ibe  wigwam  still  casts 

lit.  .spell.  Like  a wbiie  winged  bciic- 
thc  ion  Ibe  ealiimet  curls  its  incense 
above  im.  Ga  o-ya-de  o,  the  heavens 
rest  very  near  Ibe  carlb.  Almost  all 
we  CHii  hope  for  when  we  reach  that 
golden  shore  that  lies  beyond  earth’s 
tionbles  lies  .spread  before  us  here 
1 eace  quiet  rest. 

Note— The  limits  of  tins  article 
will  not  permit  of  tlie  inserting  of  a 
quantity  of  malerial  relating  to  0-ja- 
geght.  There  are  a number  of  ex- 
tracts from  the  diary  of  Thomas 
Morris  (son  of  Robert  Morris)  giving 


a minute  description  of  some  inter- 
esting cere, noni-s  at  T.o-h 
wImcI.  Ojage^bl  pr.  sid.  d.  and  his 
(Iho.nas  Morri.,’)  adoption  into  the 
Six  Nations,  also  to  tlie  delegates  of 
-he  fity  chiefs  of  the  Iroquois  to 
hiladelphia  at  the  instance  of  George 
Washington  and  theirsuhsrquent  con- 
Jerence  with  O-j, -geght  at  Butf.Io 
Creek;  all  pointing  to  the  great  in- 
fluence exercised  by  him  over  the 
councils  of  (he  Six  Nations,  neither 
can  any  reference  be  made  to  Logan 
and  other  intluemial  chiefs  of  the 
Cayugas  without  making  the  article 
too  voluminous. 
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The  Seneca  Falls  Fire  Department 


BY  MAJ.  PRYCE  W.  BAILEY. 


Allbough  the  village  of  Senecft  Falls 
was  incorporated  Apiil  22,  1831,  there 
are  no  records  obtainahle  of  the  iran- 
I sactioii  of  any  business  under  that  act 
I until  the  year  1837. 

Previous  to  1832  it  is  presumable 
that  the  fire  protection  of  the  village 
consisted  wholly  of  the  bucket  brigade. 
Sometime  iu  that  year,  accoidiug  to 
I the  uiemoiy  of  our  oldest  fireman, 

1 Mr.  James  Sanderson,  the  reliance  on 
I the  bucket  only  was,  as  decided  by  a 
! few  of  the  energetic  citizens  of  that 
t day,  an  iuiliective  fire  department  for 
such  a thriving  community  as  Seneca 
I Falls.  So  a few  of  these  up  to-date 
I young  men  managed  to  procure  from 
somewhere  an  engine  of  a very  prim- 
itive sort,  as  measured  by  the  seeming 
perfect  engines  of  this  day,  uo  more  so, 
perhaps,  than  ours  will  appear  to  our 
successors  seventy  years  hence. 

This  engine  was  a square  box  with, 
what  appears  to  have  been  from  the 
description,  a rotary  action  pump  set 
inside  it,  and  from  which  a shaft  ex- 
tended outward  to  each  side  of  the  box  ; 
windlais  cranks  were  attaclied  which 
were  operated  by  the  firemen.  The 
rising  main  of  the  pump  was  a ficxible 
leather  tube  with  a nuzzle  ou  the  top 
end.  The  captain  stood  on  the  box 
and  directed  the  stream  toward  the 
file.  The  water  was  carried  to  the 
machine  by  the  bucket  men,  or  women  ; 
the  box  being  filled,  the  crank  meu 
would  pump  uutil  it  was  emptied,  and 
rest  while  it  was  again  being  filled. 
This  operation  was  repeated  until  the 
emergency  was  passed  by  the  complete 
consumption  of  the  structure. 

The  officers  of  this  fite company  were 
Captain,  Henry  Wolsey  ; Lieut.  Charles 
L Hoskins,  brother-in-law  to  the 
Captain  and  father  of  Mr.  L.  S.  Hos- 
kins: Dr.  Thomas  Swaby,  a brother  of 
the  late  Dr.  W.  A.  Swaby,  was  a mem 
ber,  A.  N.  Beardsley  was  also  a 


member.  As  a matter  of  note  there 
were  no  “city  fatheio”  to  proviJe  a 
home  for.  this  powerful  engine,  so  it 
was,  that,  after  the  fire  had  consumed 
all  property  within  reach  and  the  fire- 
men had  patted  each  other  ou  the  hack 
in  eoiigratulatioii  over  the  excellent 
service  each  had  done  and  the  bucket 
brigade  weary  with  their  exertions, 
all  repaired  to  their  homes  leaving  the 
engine  wtiere  it  was  last  used.  Per- 
haps on  the  following  day  a firumau 
mure  interested  iu  tiie  uiachiue  than 
were  ids  fellows,  an  t possibly,  with 
more  time  thau  they,  would  drag  it 
into  some  backyard,  there  to  remain 
until  again  wanted  to  frighten  a fire 
and  kindle  enthusiasm. 

All  freeholders  were,  by  law,  re- 
quired to  keep  on  baud,  for  fire  uses, 
a number  of  leather  or  wooden  buckets, 
proportionate  to  their  assessment  on 
the  tax  roll,  and  ou  an  alarm  being 
rung  were  to  report  at  the  fire  with 
them  whether  iu  day  or  night  At 
the  fire  two  lines  were  formed,  one,  the 
males,  to  pass  up  the  buckets,  the  other, 
the  females  to  pass  back  the  empty  ones 
to  be  again  filled  from  the  river,  wells 
or  cisterns  as  the  case  required. 

Ou  the  south  side  of  Fall  street 
there  were  a number  of  residences, 
where  now  is  the  block  of  stores;  these 
were  lower  down  than  the  present 
sidewalk  line,  and  their  sole  water 
supply  for  all  uses  was  the  river;  the 
water  was  drawn  up  by  rope,  bucket 
and  windlass  For  the  north  side  of 
the  river,  both  business  and  residential 
part,  this  was  the  source  from  which 
water  for  fire  protection  was  obtained- 
fbe  engine,  after  a fire  on  the  north 
side  of  Fall  street,  had  been  put,  by 
the  aforesaid  interested  one,  in  one  o- 
tho  backyards  iu  the  rear  of  *■ 
stable  and,  in  the  course  of  time^ar^ 
the  usual  process  ol  cleaning,  the  :c». 
of  the  stable,  the  engine  became  coe-- 
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plctely  buried  under  a warm  coat  of 
manure.  About  this  time,  one  bois'er- 
0U9  windy  evening  the  firemen  were 
congregated  in  one  of  the  few  village 
grocery  stores,  when  one  observed 
that  this  would  be,  or  was  a bad  night 
for  a fire,  and  snggc»ted  that  it  would 
he  well  to  lo  k for  the  engine;  wiien 
Dr.  Torn  Swaby  spoke  up  saying, 
“Give  yourselves  no  uneasiness  on  that 
account  gentlemen,  for  I already 
have  two  men  with  dung  forks  hired 
to  go,  in  case  of  fire,  and  dig  out  the 
engine  as  soon  as  the  alarm  Is  given.” 
With  this  assurance,  the  party  gave  no 
further  thought  to  the  tempestuous 
night  nor  to  tlie  possihility  of  danger 
arising  therefrom.  This  state  of  fire 
department  affairs  presumably  con- 
ttnued  for  the  following  four  years. 

The  charter  adopted  by  the  Board  of 
Trustees  in  .lamiary  of  the  year  1837, 
provides  for  the  organization  of  a fire 
department.  Article  ."53  of  that  instru- 
ment authorizes  the  Board  of  Trustees 
to  require  the  inhabitants  of  the  village 
to  provide  and  keep  ready  for  instant 
use  a ppeeitled  mirnbcr  of  fire  buckets. 

An.  54  says  that  the  board  sliall  pro- 
cure fire  engines  and  other  apparatus 
for  the  extinguishment  of  fires  and 
provide  fit  and  secure  houses  and  other 
places  for  keeping  and  preserving  the 
same;  and  they  shall  have  power  to 
organize  tire,  liook,  ho«e,  ladder  and 
axe  companies;  to  appoint  during 
their  pleasure,  a chief  engiueer,  and 
two  assistant  engineers  of  m depart- 
ment, and  a competent  number  of  able 
and  reputable  inlinbitnnts  of  said  vil- 
lage firemen  to  t.ake  the  care  ami  man- 
agement of  the  engines  and  other  ap- 
paralus  and  impleiMcnts  used  or  pro- 
vided for  the  extingiiisliinent  of  fites; 
also  to  make  rules  and  regulations  for 
their  government ; and  to  impose  sucli 
reasonable  fines  and  forfeitures  upon 
laid  firemen  for  a violation  of  the  game 
'9  they  may  deem  proper;  and,  for  in- 
•apacity,  neglect  of  duty  or  misconduct 
’0  remove  them  and  appoint  others  in 
■heir  place. 

Art.  56,  Every  fireman  who  shall 
•ave  faithfully  served  as  such,  in  said 
'•ilage  including  as  well  as  any  period 
■^fore,  as  after  the  passage  of  this 


act.  ten  enn^ecutive  years,  shall  be 
hereafter  exempt  from  serving  in  the 
militia,  except  m eaxe  of  war,  invasion 
or  insurrection  ; and  the  evideiic.e  to 
entitle  such  I erson  to  the  einnpiion, 
as  provided  in  this  section,  shall  be  a 
ceriilicaie  under  the  c''rpor.atc  seal 
signed  by  the  president  and  clerk. 

In  .July  1637,  the  board  authorized 
and  accepted  the  organization  of  Fire 
i-iigine  Co.  Xo.  2,  to  consist  of  forty 
able  and  res|)eciable  men  and  by  resol- 
ution appointed  William  H.  Arnett, 
foreman,  and  Charles  1.  Hoskins, 
clerk,  the  following  named  persons 
Were  chosen  firemen;  Jatnos  B G- 
Downe.s,  John  W.  Dickin«on,  William 
R.  Goetchins,  ,Iohn  T.  Andrews^  \V.  A. 
Sacket,  H>  nry  Hayden  and  FMwin  M. 
Conklin,  These  eonstiiuti  d (he  nucleus 
of  a large  and  efli':ieut  fire  company 
not  No.  2 Engine  Co.  only,  hut  also  of 
the  pre.seut  splendidly  equippe-l  de- 
paitinent  of  our  village. 

The  intended  organization  of  a large 
department  w.as  clearly  indicated  in 
the  adopting  of  the  aiiic.ipa  of  the 
charter,  in  the  a|ipoiMtrn<-nt  of  a chief 
engineer  and  assistants  and  ilcfiping 
their  dniies,  specifying  the  lime  for 
the  cice’ioii  of  comiiany  officers,  plac- 
ing the  eotnpanies  umler  the  command 
of  torrinen  amt  j)roviding  for  the  sn- 
pression  ot  insubordination  by  the  im- 
position of  a fine  of  eight  shillings  for 
each  oftense  reported  to  the  board  by 
the  chief. 

“.Sextons  of  churches  and  watchmen 
of  shops  were  appoiiHed  firemen,  who 
when  a (ire  occiirs,  to  repair  with  all 
haste  to  the  ehiirehes  and  snops  and 
diligonllv  riiig  the  bells  Ihcieof  until 
the  danger  is  passed.”  Mix  persons 
from  the  firemen  shall  lie  aiifiointed 
Axe  Men,  to  lake  charge  of  the  axes, 
and,  on  presentation  of  a ccrlifioate  of 
the  formian  to  the  ofl'ert  that  tliey 
have  good  axes,  th«  board  shall  pay 
each  man  twelve  sbilliiigs  They  are 
to  attend  at  all  fires  with  their  a.xes 
and  shall,  bo  umler  the  direcdon  of 
the  trustees  ami  fire  waid"n.s,  or  any 
thrre  of  ttiem,  Tlcy  shall  cut  down 
and  remove  any  building,  erection  or 
fence  for  the  checking  of  the  progress 
of  the  fire.  Any  axe  men  failing  to 


I »•**■» 


1 


•#  1-'—^  ^ 
iwt  M 

*>..4.  ♦»  »•  *-«0  ■'  ' ■<* 

M ajM » *• 

..  .’  • 

* aa(  *•••  ./»-r.'yM  »♦  l*it‘l»  •»  » ♦• 

^ •»«-.•*"  w»*  tiu-^t'f— 

..  ».«»•  ^4  .f»''  <"•»•  •> 

. .'I  ‘ •»» ' 

»■  •»««••  Mt  t ilA  -••• 

r-'  « I**#  *W» 

*../.»»»  4 •^.♦O  Hif*  .***i»(-» 

1%  '*■411  V ' * ■'  ' ^ 

^4)I||I  3|*,.-|.  N?1  (»*'^ 

,*  « t .- •<*»*••  ' « 

If  4>««  l#*ft-.  «|J  f*  f'  ■**"* 

Wl|  *’  ' ■»•(•/  I # <4f 

<rt*  •!(«•«■»*  4*^  •%.V«*  * 

^ »Ui-  *i»  ^ ' •'“  • 

>»»***  < ^ 

« ••  a^^tntvvs.  **.*«■»♦* 

►•  ft  "*  ■■■  • ■ r’’*  *^' 

••  «rM  " ••  «*4 

^irf  •»  4« -«  » ii<Mt  » 

MT -Wl*  mil  4*  I •* 

4Mmm49»  ^4> — iii*~  i-  ^ < *4 

|MM«i*i».  < •*<!  •r/  ii-  *»*•"  o’***  ■*  ' ►" 

^ 4^4  »i  • ,».  ••i  ^ -«•.«•  > 

^ wit  '•  i»  ^ - . •••  • *'  • ' 

rrjt-  t . ♦■  ■ 

m0  0Ai  (»■  »»i  *'t»l4  WPIfc 

^ 1^  St  44< 

^ •,  .U  tu  *^1  - 

«ril  .t-*!*-.  4 f .,,4  ^ • 

t(.  » • .*f»1|  ''4  • ' * "* 

Pt..,  . , ' irtir  r*-  •••'  ••'  '";' 

I .-.#4  •<#•1  --  I* 


.^i»M  «<<8t 

»^ir  ««ptl 


1 

- • •-»  ‘I- 


i«^f«  t.*-i  4 w*'#  im  ^ 

h\0»m  i I'PIlif  ^ ' •" 

,4-;;f  ..*  mil  »IMliWii>»  ^ 

I %•(►*  ' **••  ‘•••'— • 

a 1 •■■  • ■‘-  *- 


Vtaps  ■ I nfi.  f.»* 

»•*  ■’*'  * _“* 


fwiwulil* 

.t*t  WfVVI 
••  tfV** ’•'*•• 
i««  -Jo* 

f4ni* 

’.-••I 

-:*  'A^  ^ *■*.  Hnp«4i 

«fiC»  »> 

4l  ♦ iMi^  t 
■ ilH**  I**'  •*•* 

I • r44»»  ( 


.....  • •• 

, . 1^.  . •r^k  ‘ • 

4 «4  «»t>  ^ *1'  »»«*4  •' 

,.  i . ► ..it  ••!  •*!.  •I'f 

, , • ' *Jl  '■•  •^'»*  .*» 

’ •■ 

wi  * .*•  •■n.^  • < •'»•*»(•  '*• 

,1  .«•«■  *« 

^ #1*  i-"  •'  ^<^*** 

•*  » ♦•  ‘U**  ijmT  «<H  w 

,.i  « »-lC4/4.TI.*  •'  ••14  ‘^•if 

•-  m '-m  -f  ^ 4 

• fmurf>  rt*ii  *ir*  X**  **Wk  w 


jft:.mlt£q3Ci 


-T3U  •>  Cirt 


■ -ni  • .*  .Wl  ^ut*# 

..  ......  IM,1  4tt  Mil -Mil*  tui  /!«» 

...  *’.4iK.*^r  »4#lt#  TlKP^rt-l  t# 

M %» ' .-  ii  M Mf  MM 

lp|ii*  tt  «p  |i  # 

wit  Uii^  4 ,4  4ti.«  ».# 

riMi  4IV« 

Wf  t 'Mil  *>sml  |S*<J  .•  U li* 

VI  bw*  4M  «MI  h-  ' *4*  • 

• %m  %liMnbl  V ^ iW 

aeiftmwn  mt4  tH  kMMi  , .i  » mM 

d *4f  , flli*''-*  "f  .4*  <«  ' . tt ' • • >• 

f |Mlk  |ttmEi«t  ,y»H  •»'  - <hi4  otaWI 

♦ Ii  Mn  • • • * '•*<1* 


•td  • 4*  44*t,«  : '■•^ 

mti  . »mi» 


iBMi  .«4tw« 

• I ,«i*l  f4  *1.4 

,kP*MI  44*  s**'.  ' 4^1  tm  ...  Hi 

■>t4ii|«^  »4i4*->  <w  * **C4>"**>  t 

44  ••*.  iwl;.  *1  "*  <•►  •i^*|4( 

k«M  < ' 4 «•  MP  'N#  44'  4lp< 

4^1*  Wl  M V*i.*  ■'.♦  4^  » iWtl 

|4t  44>t«  IM  \ -T-  -J  mmmI  • «..W 

444«M  U*  ■ I,  4* 

44»tMlbw  '* 


t .• 


- 'ct 

'A* 

kiiA-Bi 


\il 


• 4^  «>  • t4 

«w  ■•-•jc*# 


4\ 

P 

> pNmm4  ' ^ ^ 

' «tt  4*  1 

M ^truuoilhw  4 M 


41  1*  • <»f 

—mi  4-t  IvS'^  • '«»«i  VM 

§ Wj-^  ^•>n4'»in 
V*  •^*  •41  t4M  -.4444  .J 

..■•«4*  4v  ; itA  4 t*  •.  4t*tl 

_ rl  mw  .U^4  •*  tiM»V  1 

jm  •♦•••^,  •»44 

J0m  . . .titt  |4  4 

m»  ' • Tt«  rrrm>m  ^■4 

••  «f»  4 

•*  lli  . < -<**'■  * n 

..  -.  ♦i_,,  ^ 

.4'«  ••04  Mini  UMMVHa'M 

it4Miiif  «49'4~ ' 

♦.  ultjU  1^ 

t4» 


• ■•♦a  4mm  t.  41*41  »4 

^ . 


W*  r 

<■  I*#-- 


( 

. i 

<1  4t> 


“•3 


.4*  at  ,i4«  «/a4ii 


1tXXS.t 


t— ft 
■ ittl  *4X  « 

' •»  VI  ,il  41  <4 

.«.«  I I*«»  1 

• jf^SC  « t/  Jl 

.».!  . 4| 

«^44» 

. • vawiftilof 

•.#4-VtM«4t 

4 >♦■••■  I.  JhiVl" 

«♦  4^  ■ .'.4t  4C.V«U  . 

A 4ip  H • »-■•■  .5*.  -A  I 


ft*  4 


•A#  J 


ftUb 


4S 


atlcnd  with  his  nxe  or  rr-fiising  to 
obey  tho  orilors  of  the  odiccrs  in  cnm- 
mniid  Ktuill  pay  a fine  of  $l  0(».  Axo 

m»ii  nu,  rxi'iupt  Infill  i-l.'imiiijf  o,„„. 
niil|,''ii  ritul  wofliiii^r  on  oiiMiinn. 

A fiMilii-r  i xpaii.sloii  of  the  (ii'piut. 
nil'll.  wriH  lii'(4(iii  hy  ilui  lioaiil  In  iHtlH, 
to  lint  t'Mi'iit  Ilf  iloiiiiliii({  n hiilllei.  ill 
timiihiir  of  nil’ll  from  !iiiioii;l  Ihe  lini- 

lonii  to  tiiUo  lilt  erii II  mill  iiniiiaeeiiii'iit 
of  ilui  liooliM,  lailili  i’M  itinl  uiipli'iiii'iitM 
foi  iiiiliiijr  jn  (hii  exiiiifjiiiiMhiiii'iit  ot’ 
tiii’H.  'I'hoy  Hluill  tin  oxi'iiipt  rioni 
other  Ill'll  iliitli’H  hilt  ^hlll|  lie  i,i,i|,,i- 
till’  I'oiiinmii.l  of  ri  Coiiiiiinii  'Iho 
iihovii  liiipli'mi  iiiH  Ill'll  to  liii  lii'pi  ill  „ 
sooiiKi  phu'ii  ili'Hifpininii  hy  the  piesl- 
il'  lil,  mill  nIiiiII  Iiii  Iiim|iii|iIi  i|  oiiou  eaell 
nioiilh  hy  llio  ehiol  onypiiiii'i' 

1 tie  eiiinp'iiiieM  ns  ntiove  ilosiftnaicd 
simll  ho  known  us  Hook  Sc  LinJilei' 
Co.  No.  1,  Axe  Co.  No.  I,  Engine 
Co.  No.  2.  All  criinpuiiies  hei'i'nfter 
orgmized  shall  take  iniriiln’i's  next 
above  in  their  order. 

All  citizciin,  when  .•»  fire  occurs  in 
the  night,  nre  ordered  to  place  a 
lighted  candio  at  tho  front  door  or 
window  of  their  rosidonce.'t,  where  it 
shall  renmiii  until  the  lire  i.s  ex. 
lliigiiiHlii  il  ninl  (he  (ireoien  retniii. 

Any  person  who  may  repair  lo  fi 
lil'O.  shall  he  oliediont  to  tho  oi'ilersof 
till)  chief  engineer  in  ihc  cxtingiiish- 
nieiit  of  fires  mid  removal  of  goods. 

A refusal  (o  ohey  will  ho  piiinshed  |,y 
the  mipMsiiioM  of  a line  ef  live  dullats 
{$n.00_) 

At  fires  a trtislcn  .shall  wear  ii  w'iiite 
Imml  on  his  hat.  'I'he  chief  engineer 
Blinll  wear  a leather  e:ni  painted  while, 
witli  a gilded  froiit  aiel  the  word 
‘ Cliiof”  painted  Iheicon.  Ho  shall 
also  carry  a sife'iking  trumpet  painted 
Waek,  with  ••Chief”  painted  in  while 
:hcroeii. 

A foreman  of  an  Engine  Co.  wlicn 
)ij  diuy  shall  wear  a black  leatlier  cup 
I'llh  white  front  iiiece  with  the  word 
r orcin/iii  * UMti  niimbi'i’ 
tainted  in  black  thereon. 

A foreman  of  tlio  H.  and  L Co.  shall 
'ear  a cap  like  that  jireseriln’d  for 
itgiiie  foreman,  with  mimbcr  of  eom- 
liitiy  and  his  initials  on  front  piece. 

A foreiuau  of  u hose  company  shall 


woar  a cap  like  that  proscribed  for  H. 
& 1.  forcnian. 

A foreiiiMii  of  the  nxo  company  sli’dl 
wear  a e.'ip  like  (Inn  inesi'nlmil  for  Jl. 
Si  I.,  |■|lr('m:m  except  that  an  axe  slnil 
be  patiiied  in  hlaek  on  the  tronl  pieee. 
It.  Ill  III  ulna  limy  of  the  chn  | to  reporl 
tdi  vii'lailoiirt  of  tlienu  oidmaiieeH  In  the 
ileard  of  'Pnislees. 

Constables  mu  I'npiirod  to  waleh 
out  for  fires  and  lo  give  alarms, 
keep  ilie  si  reef  iniint'ers  of  the  I'hh  I’s 
and  I heir  iisshsiaiits  eonspiciously  pnsii'd 
in  the  ivtUt'/i  liouac ; iiinl  when  an  alarm 
I'l  iiieiiuli  il  iHMIfy  IliiiLO  pei  HOiia  ill  iiin  o j 
iil’O  to  Wiileli  Ihe  jiri'mises  ufier  llm 
eiigiiu's  have  ri'tiiined  lo  tlnir  houses 
litter  till!  llm  In  it IhI lug iiImIiiIiI. 

By  resolution  of  the  heard,  (ioorgo 
11.  Mci  lai'v  was  iippiiiiited  chief  en- 
gtneer  in  Uie  year  l«f7.  Mr  AleClary 
who  had  the  lioiior  of  the  lir.st  appoint- 
m -nt  as  chief  wa.s  a noted  inaniifa'jlurer 
of  that  day  mid  owned  and  ronduclcd  a 
foundry  and  machine  shop  on  the  pro- 
pet  l.y  now  occupied  by  tho  liigersoll 
paoer  mill. 

i he  No.  2 engine  was  purchased 
froin  Lewis  !s('ol)e,  a bniider  (-f  tho-so 
goods  at  U.oclieHiei , N.  Y.  Tiio  engine, 
Hook  & l.adilcr,  A.xo  and  llo.se  coni- 
piinh's  weio  liuiiMed  on  a let  uwiuhI  by 
AiihiU  Haseoin,  Mitmited  between  llio 
ycncea  lloitso  mid  the  ravine  on  15'iyard 
street  (ofiposite  llio  jirescnt  bomse  of 
No.  d slcmnor.)  Mr.  It.iscom  slipu- 
hilod  lliai.  (he  bouse  was  ft  lie  inovi  d 
I'll  if  the  lot  .sl.inihl  be  wold. 

Alltel  N.  Beard, sley  was  appointed 
toreman  of  tlie  combined  11.  & Ij  and 
.xo  eompaiiics  in  August,  IbtJV.  Une 
ini’tilh  later  Silas  Hewitt  w;is  made  a 
lireman  tind  appoinietl  foreiii.m  of  tho 
Jiliove  conibin.'iliuii,  vice  Betirdsloy,  dr- 
chned.  During  tiie  year  lbo7,  tin;  fol- 
lowing, iiaimnl  were  ii|HH)inted  rnemo'i 
and  til  limited  lo  No.  2 Engino  company. 
.ImiieH  A Adair,  doslitia  Alarlin,  Cco. 
Ed.son,  .J'lliii  Kneir,  William  1’  I’olltu'd, 
Cliarlcs  Jjowry,  Frank  1’.  J.iilham, 
Jacot)  Cl.'ii'k,  H.  C.  Silsiiy,  Sieplnoi 
Bishop,  Wiliiam  L MeKec,  Jolin  II. 
Wlioelcr,  t).  A.  Campbell,  C-  S.  Ho.s- 
kins,  O.  C.  Waisoii,  11.  O Chirk, 
(Icorge  Hocknell,  Ira  A.  McBaiii,  Al- 
fred S.  Alilluv,  J,  11  Johuson,  Guorgo 
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Steelier,  Jacob  II.  Corl,  (Icorge  Hall, 
.John  Cro.ssct,  W.  S.  Finley,  1’.  Van 
Ness,  Ira  Stockman,  Selh  A.  Thomas, 
U'chard  Strudder,  E.  J.  Thomas,  S.  B. 
W'eHIColt. 

Ill  June  ISllH,  tlie  (’apDiiii  nf  No.  2 
was  aiillmrizeil  to  proeure  a hose  cart 
for  Ilfs  company  ; this  Is  Llui  llr.sl  imiii- 
lloii  of  a volilolo  for  tills  put  [lose. 
Tim  Hiniill  ipimitily  of  hose  that  Imd 
been  III  use  was  earriod  on  tho  engine; 
but  vvheii  Captain  AnioLl  was  ordered 
Id  piirclia.se  160  feel  of  new  hose  at  a 
price  not  to  exceed  51 180,  it  lieeiime 
necessary  to  have  a nmro  convenient 
plmiii  ih.'iii  the  ileek  nt  lliu  engine  to 
t'lll'i'v  It 

in  order  lo  meet  llio  expeiiHo  of  Hits 
iiniisital  ineroase  of  the  deparlmuiiL  the 
following  geiillcuieii  iidvaimed  tflO.fiO 
e.'ieh:  I'lbeim/.er  Ingalls,  William  11. 
King,  Silas  Keeler,  Henry  Wolsey, 
C.  L.  Hoskins,  fV'illiam  L.  Caylord, 
J.  Bcimc.tt  & Co.,  Edward  S.  Lathmii, 
Sludtou  Wood,  Mathias  B.  Bellows, 
Johu  S.  (lay,  (larreit  V'.  Sacket  They 
were  reimbursed  witii  iuterest 
The  hose  cart  was  made  by  Van 
Ness  & Willet  nt  n cost  of  iJOl.UO. 
Tlio  ttix  liiidgct  for  this  year  Ifis  nii 
ilom  of  $100,01)  lo  1)11  riiiseil  for  the 
iinprov'emeiit  of  fhu  lire  departmeiil. 

In  .March  of  this  year  Gooi'f^c  H. 
IMe.EIai'y  wii.s  removed  I'loni  Hie  poti- 
tien  of  cliieC  engineer  and  Edward  S. 
Jjalhani  was  appointed’ to  the  vaetmey. 
Ill  July,  1800,  Samuel  Keevc,  W.  1! 
Jjatiu'op.  William  Cain,  Henry  Sey- 
mour, Gbadiah  Latlimii,  W F.  (oiy- 

10. pi,  1).  Sacket,  were  nppoiiiled  (ire- 
men  of  No.  2 l''.ngiiic  Co. 

In  Sciitomber  a niotioii  prevailetl  in 
the  board  of  Irustces  to  disband  tlic 

11.  Sc  L.  Co.  until  suitable  and  proper 
npptiratns  is  obtained,  iiiul  Ceorge 
lloe.knell  xvus  npiioinled  and  author 
i/,ed  to  procure  proper  impicmonis  for 
the  company.  '1  boy  seem  to  have 
been  procured  by  Henry  llockiicll  at  a 
billed  co.st  of  .$2;). 09. 

Ira  Slowell  was  appointed  lo  the 
II.  Sc  L.  Co.  aud  IVm.  E.  Williams  to 
the  Engino  Co. 

The  U.  Sc  L.  Co.  sccius  to  have  been 
a troublesome  member  of  tho  depart- 
ment from  the  day  of  its  organizatiou. 


In  February  of  the  year  1810,  J.  S. 
Bristol  wa.s  «p])ointed  lo  make  a 
tlioroiigh  iiivo.-tigniion  of  the  H.  & L. 
anil  report.  His  report  was  prolmbly 
an  oral  one,  for  in  IIiIh  .same  inontii 
lln'l’ii  Wi'ie  adililiiinal  li|II«  In  ine 
amount  of  .'ll  102. ().•)  pr,,.,, Ml.  d niid  paid 

lor.  on  aecomil  oi  11  Sc  L.  wagon. 
Captain  Hewlil  wiii  direeled  lo  llnd  a 
plliee  tONloKi  the  pieseiil  iiiifIniMlieil 
uiid  imperfeel  w.'igon  ami  iiiiph'meiils. 

In  November  of  ilms  year  I'klwiiid 
S.  Lalhain  and  (ieorge  H.  Meflary 
were  appointed  as  a eemniillee  lo 
Inive  the  H.  A'-  L wagon  ooinpletml 
and  pi'ueiiru  11  lioiise  I'm  ||.  'I'lm  e.,iii- 
niiBi'O  dill  ll’i  work  mm,|  the  wa.giin  was 
housed  near  the  l''raiiklin  lloiise. 

In  I'libimuy  of  llil.s  year,  1811,  (lie 
following  lilllw  were  imdiied  and  paid: 
I'M  ward  .S.  I.allniin  to  material  and 
labor,  H.  Sc  L.  house,  .'$11. It;;  Silas 
Hewitt  to  ladder.  $:;0();  C.  D.  .Myn- 
derse,  to  ropes,  etc.,  $1().S.8. 

In  .lamiary,  1812,  the  H * L.  Co. 
is  ordered  lo  parade  with  its  iip|)ar.atus 
on  the  first  Thursday  of  each  month, 
and  i.s  repuired  to  put  its  apparatus  in 
good  seiviceabic  order  under  pain  of 
disbandiiienl.  The  lesiilt  of  tlie.se  or- 
ilei's  we  Iiinl  a resulutimi  passcl  Uy  ||io 

board  ill  .Inly,  ilisbanding  the  11.  A I.. 
Co.  and  its  inember.s  lie  given  cerlill- 
cnli'S  for  Hie  lime  si  i veil. 

This  year  marks  Hie  cxliiictioii  of 
one  eoiiipany  and  the  liirth  of  niiothei'. 
On  (be  o.Mli  of  .Inly,  1812,  Keseiie  Lu- 
giiie  Co.  .No.  ;i  was  organized  for  Hie 
imi'P'ise  lus  given  in  the  npidicalioii  of 
its  (illici't'S  to  the  hoard  of  tmsiees  for 
aceeptance,  ‘ lo  aid  more  clVeetimllv  in 
earrying  into  operation  an  aet  estab- 
lishing !i  lire  deparlmcut  in  the  village 
of  .Seneca  Fails. 

The  names  iiresented  to  Hie  board 
were  U.  G.  Noyes.  Arza  L.  Biirril. 
•las.  Sanderson,  Jr..  Win.  11  Arimtl, 

C.  Ixonyon,  George  U.  Chase.  W.  E. 
Maynard,  Charles  I’lattcn,  .John  W. 
Conklin,  David  R.  Gnnhl,  Chns  B. 
Keeler,  Isaac  VaiiTassell,  Tliomas 
Cnrr,  Joint  Leach,  .Joliii  C.  Lhcc.  Gco. 
A.  VniiCloef,  Win.  Keith,  James 
Dennison,  Bnynrd  Miller,  Wm.  Clark, 

F.  J.  Mills,  Rteplien  Baker,  Alfred 
Wood,  II.  J.  Elliot,  Wm.  Lnngworlhy, 
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Washburn  Race,  I).  C.  Bloomer.  .J.  V. 
Chaiiib«  rluiii,  A.  K.  Cli.aiiiberlaiM,  I. 
II  Arnett,  John  H.  Davis,  O.  S Lat. 
ham,  James  N.  Uiuierhill.  II.  Qii.-ieken- 
bush,  M.  II.  Chrysler,  James  Bellows, 
L).  V.  Sacket,  John  Miller.  Claience 
Twist,  A.  Iv.  Townsend,  F.  F.  (hirr, 
Klwjird  Mynderso,  Divid  Colo,  E.  j’ 
Tyler.  Wulsteiu  Failing.  M.  J.  Smith, 
Isaac  Pitcher,  W.  Mngary,  C.  E. 
Wheeler,  Peter  A.  Dsy,  Eugene  Ilern- 
Ion,  Barney  Travis,  J.  H.  Cool,  Joseph 
Dsborn,  Henry  Carpenter,  S.  U. 
Woodluill.  Smith  Briggs,  C.  C.  Cole- 
onan,  Gabriel  Scott. 

This  company  was  accepted  by  the 
ooard  of  trustees  and  an  engine  house 
was  esiablished  on  Canal  street  in  the 
rear  of  the  Baptist  church.  A little 
later  the  company  was  reorganized  and 
strengthened,  and,  by  re.solulion  of  the 
ooard  an  oiler  of  .$-135  was  made  for 
•he  engine  house.  Tlio  next  luovo 
toward  properly  housing  tho  eompany 
which  was  made  was  the  appointment 
of  a committee  consi.sting  of  Silas 
Hewitt,  O.  S Latham  and  J.  P.  Fair- 
child to  select  a projter  site  for  a house 
in  the  2nd  ward  (.at  this  time  the  vil- 
lage  was  divided  iuto  two  wards,  the 
north  side  of  tlie  river  being  the  1st). 
A site  was  selected  by  this  comiiiittee 
near  the  southeast  corner  of  Biidge  and 
Bayard  streets.  A house  was  built 
thereon,  costing  $288.  Mr.  O.  B. 

; Latham  was  the  builder. 

As  before  stateil.  the.  engine  Xo.  2 
was  bnill  by  Lewis  Seelye  of  Roch- 
ester jso  No. 2 Wanted  a iiiaidiiiie  ef|nally 
|asJgcod  and,  if  po.s.sible,  a little  better. 
So  ill  May  1841  tho  hoard  asked  for  an 
appropriation  of  $.')()0. 00  to  pay  for  a 
iinaclinie.  W illi.Hin  11  King  w.as  ap- 
pointed, a cniiiiiiitlee  to  iiujuire  into 
the  merits  of  cngine.s  now  made;  after 
receiving  .Mr  King’s  report,  the  presi- 
dent was  authorized  to  conir.aet  with 
Mr.  Seelye  for  an  engine  like  tliat  he 
had  built  for  No.  2,  at  a price  of  $800- 
Tho  chief  engineer  is  again  ordered 
to  inspect  the  H.  & L outfit  and  re- 
port its  condition.  In  April,  1845  is 
made  the  first  mention  of  a reservoir, 
this  is  in  a resolution  of  the  board  ap- 
pointing a committee  to  notify  Mr. 
Asa  Fuller  of  the  faulty  condition  of 


the  one  built  by  him  in  the  lir-t  ward 
Reference  is  also  made  to  a by. Irani  a* 
tllH  Stone  Mill  through  tt,,.  puni.-nt  of 
the  bill  of  William  Bnitless  ,'er  r.  t.iir- 
ing  it.  ‘ 

Again  in  June,  1845,  Ceorg..  Ho,;k. 
noli  and  ,J.  \\  . Dickiiihon  are  apisiinted 
to  examine  tho  condilion  of  tiie‘h,>oks 
poles  and  ladders  of  tlie  H.  & L.  ouifii! 
Birdsall  Holly,  the  inventor  of  the 
eliptie.al  rotary  pump  and  engine  which 
contributed  more  largely  to  inakiiitr 
Seneca  Falls  a world  wide  celebrated 
fire  apparatus  building  village,  than 
any  other  event,  was  appointed  a fire- 
man in  September  1846. 

Ill  October  1847.  President  J.  K. 
Brown  and  Jr  P.  Fairchild  were  auth- 
orized by  the  board  to  purchase  a lot 
for  No.  3 engine  house  and  to  con. 
tract  for  the  moving  of  the  house. 

At  the  aiiiuial  meeting  of  the  de- 
partment. William  H.  Arnett  was 
de.siguated  chief  anil  was  instructed  to 
use  his  inllucnce  with  the  board  to  in- 
duce it  to  accept  the  H.  & L.  Co  as  a 
member  of  tlie  department. 

In  May.  1848,  $40.00  was  appro 
priateil  for  the  tivo  engine  couipaiiics, 
to  he  paid  ill  quarterly  iiistHlliiieiits  of 
$5  00  to  each  company.  It  is  to  be 
justly  presumed  that  this  pittance  was 
to  cover  the  cost  of  the  supplies  only. 

During  this  year.  No  3 went  through 
tlie  process  of  reorganization  for  the 
purpose  of  weeding  out  the  worthless 
members.  The  records  show  tii.at. 
during  the  six  years  of  its  existence,  it 
had  performed  a deal  of  arduous  duty 
under  many  discoiiri.oing  cmiditions. 
sucli  as  noil  attendance  at  the  regular 
meetings,  the  inipossiliility  to  rnllect 
fines  and  dues  from  the  negligen’.  and 
insubordinate  niember.s.  ^o  i:  was  re- 
solved to  disband  and  reorganize  under 
the  following  pledge,  to  wit.  “Wo  die 
undersigned  do  liereby  agree  to  live  up 


to  our  code  of  by  laws  ma<lo  for  our 
internal  government;  and  wedofuriher 
tiledgo  ourselves  to  bo  guided  by  them 
ill  all  cases,  initiation,  lines,  etc,  etc, 
Thomas  Carr,  E.  Norcott,  Byron 
Beebe.  U C.  Bloomer,  E.  J,  'Tyler, 
George  Hall,  C.  C.  Brown,  James 
Bellows,  William  Wilbur,  C.  C. 
Coleman,  W.  H.  Foster,  Walton  Jones, 


Charles  J McKee,  James  H.  Underhill, 
George  Stevenson,  John  F.  Wheeler, 
C.  B.  Keeler,  Jr,,  H Hadley,  R.  Aspell, 
Thomas  Lusk,  'T.  J.  Crosoy,  William 
Crawford,  Robert  R.  IVrry,  E.  Craw- 
ford, Charles 'Twist,  bnmnol  A.  Steven- 
son, 11.  W.  Seymour,  Henry  Bellows, 
John  Lercb,  William  Gunn,  Bradley 
Miller.  Leonard  Egleston,  William 
Arnett,  Walstein  Failing.  G.  R.  Chace, 
A E.  Chamberlain. 

A new  uniform  was  adopted  as  fol- 
lows: Hat  of  glazed  oil  silk,  red  flaimel 
shirt,  dark  trousers  with  India  rubber 
buttons 

No.  3’s  records  “Wo  were  ehal- 
lenged  by  No.  2 and  we  beat  them  to 
deinh.”  'Thus  giving  evidence  of  tho 
eflect  of  the  recent  re-orguiii/.ation  and 
tho  weeding  out  of  the  ci  nijiauy  all  of 
the  unserviceable  material. 

In  April  the  taxpayers  meeting  voted 
$100  for  contingent  fund,  and  $150 
for  new  bo.se,  and  directed  Chief  Ar- 
nett to  sell  all  old  hose  an<l  apply  tlie 
proceeds  to  tlie  purcliase  of  additional 
I new  ho.se.  In  July  the  No.  3 engine 
was  moved  to  a lot  on  Cayuga  street, 
a part  of  the  Daniels  j-roperty,  and 
adjoining  what  is  now  Story’s  store- 
house. 

Again  in  April  of  this  year,  1850, 
an  appropriation  of  $200  is  asked  lor, 
to  be  applied  to  the  purchase  of  a new 
11.  & \j.  wagon. 

Tlie  recently  adopted  new  charter 
maKes  it  obligatory  for  the  chief  and 
his  a.ssislants  to  see  that  11.  & L.  ap- 
paratus is  alway’R  in  order  for  instant 
u.se  ; also  to  coniin.'iiid  at  all  tires  until 
the  flames  are  extinguished;  and  they 
are  empowered  to  eoiiipel  obedience  on 
the  part  of  all  suliordinate  ofilcers  on 
pain  of  suspension  of  tho  olleiidcr  and 
to  appoint  one  to  supersede  the  sus- 
pended one  and  report  his  action  to  Hie 
board  at  its  next  meeting. 

In  Jiiue  of  this  year  the  chief  was 
ordered  to  report  tho  condition  of  No. 

3 engine,  slate  its  requirements  for 
putting  It  in  good  serviceable  order; 
this  report  was  evidently  made  at  once 
because  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  board 
be  was  directed  to  send  the  suction 
hose  of  this  engine  to  New  York  to  be 
repaired.  In  August  the  suction  hose 
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was  received  repaired  at  a cost  of 
$59  75.  So  we  are  left  with  the  im- 
pression that  the  engine  was  deprived 
of  its  suction  hose  for  at  least  one 
month. 

In  March  1861,  Carlton  W.  Seeley 
was  paid  .$12.50  for  barn  storage  of 
tile  H.  & L.  ontht.  A committee  cca- 
sisiiiig  of  ilessrs.  'Thomas  Carr  and 
James  Bellows  made  an  oral  report  of 
the  present  condition  of  that  apparatus 
that  was  continuously  rising  to  trouble 
the  hoard. 

'Tlic  brothers,  lienry  and  Perry 
Siowell  were  appointed  firemen  in 
Ajiril  1851. 

In  June,  H.  W.  Seymour  and  Bellows 
were  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
coiidiiiou  of  the  fire  department  fund 
in  order  to  ascertain  whether  it  would 
warrant  the  purchase  of  new  hose  for 
the  engines. 

In  .September  Thomas  Carr  super- 
ceded  W.  II.  Arnett  as  chief  of  the 
lire  department. 

On  Gc  ober  12,  1852,  the  whole  fire 
dcpai fluent  turned  out  to  attend  the 
funeral  of  Slihnan  Brim,  a brother  of 
A.  W Brim. 

In  February,  1852,  the  H.  & L.  com- 
pany, or  rather,  the  outfit,  comes  up 
again  in  tlie  appointment  of  a com- 
mittee to  ascertain  the  ajiproximate  cost 
of  putting  the  implements  in  order  for 
use;  in  respomsu  to  the  report,  the 
committee  is  empowered  to  iirociire 
ropc.s.  etc,  and  proviile  a building  to 
keej)  them  in. 

In  June.  1854  the  Board  of  Trustees 
relaxed  its  fight  grip  on  the  n.oiiey 
bags  and  vo’cd  tlie  magnificent  siiiii  of 
$50  for  the  proper  celebration  of  Inde- 
peiideiicc  (lay  liy  the  fire  deiianmcnt 
A special  tax  meeting  was  called  in 
this  month,  in  re.sponse  to  the  pravers 
of  a largely  .signed  [letition.for  tlie  jnir- 
poso  of  voting  the  sum  of  $2,800  to  be 
applied  to  tlie  purcliase  of  two  firs'- 
class,  12  inch  cylinder,  engines  with  all 
modern  improvements,  and  1,000  feet 
of  best  quality  liose.  As  a matter  of 
course  the  appropriation  carried  with  a 
rush,  because,  at  about  tliis  time,  the 
active  rivalry  of  competing  builders  of 
fire  engines,  had  given  a sudden  im- 
petus to  a spirit  of  strife  for  excellence 
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I OD  tho  part  of  tlio  lire  companies 
I Ibroughout  the  country,  l)y  the  pre- 
I sentiiig  of  cheap  prizes  to  l)e  competed 
' for,  with  (heir  engines.  So,  the  lire- 
I men  of  Senena  Falls  desired  to  be  put 
I in  possession  of  nothing  siiort  of  tho 
I best,  and,  as  the  spirit  of  strife  was 
I rampant,  the  companies  inereasod  their 
I membership  until  they  embraced  the 
j adult  male  population  of  tho  village, 
i The  necessity  for  properly  organized 
and  drilled  hose  men  heoamc  more  ap- 
parent, and  action  was  taken  by  the 
board  ordering  that  twenty  men  be 
detached  from  each  engine  company 
and  drilled  as  hose  men  by  a com- 
petent eflicer.  This  action  of  the  au- 
thorities led  to  the  forming  of  a hose 
company  in  Ajnil,  ISot,  wiiich  was 
named  Yankee  Hose  Co.  Its  first 
foreman  was  Charles  ,1.  Martin,  who 
helil  the  position  a short  time  and  was 
succeeded  by  William  II.  I'ollnrd. 

lu  August,  the  Continental 

Kngine  ('ompany  was  aci-eihed  by  the 
village  and  was  ilesiguated  “Con- 
tinental No.  1.”  'I'his  eompanv  look 
tho  iietter  ef  (he  two  old  engines. 

The  two  new  engines  made  hy  I’mt- 
ton  & Co.  of  W!il*'iford,  N.  Y.,  were 
delivered  in  August  ar<l  wme  aeirerlol 
proviiled  certain  mcessary  alter.ititms 
were  made  in  them.  The  jn'esidont 
was  then  authorized  to  ord<-r  from 
button  it  ('o.  two  hose  carts  at,  a price 
of  .■?2U8  for  the  two.  If  three  trnmpet.s 
for  the  chief  and  his  assistants  could  he 
gotten  iv  the  transaction.  AVo  got  the 
! carls. 

For  the  following  two  years  tlie 
I trustees  were  seemingly  kept  busy  au- 
diting lulls  for  alterations  ami  repair,s 
to  the  engines  and  hose  carts,  but  all 
sue.li  bills  were  charged  to  the  aeeonnt 
of  button  & Co.  and  were  presumably 
allowed  by  them  in  tlic  linal  settle- 
ment. 

In  Pebruary,  ISoG,  .'?lbO  was  voted 
for  a reservoir  fund.  The  chief  was 
directed  to  ascertain  if  the  old  red 
storehouse  could  be  rented  for  Conti- 
nental Kngine  Co.  This  company  had 
taken  the  old  engine  of  No.  2,  and  the 
president  was  requested  to  advertise 
the  No.  3 engine  as  for  sale.  In  May 
of  this  year  E.  J.  Tyler  was  ordered  to 


pnrclinse  200  feet  of  good  lioo  f.  r N'>. 

1 from  button  it  Co. 

In  Oiloher  Clii<u'  I.iieius  C.  i;:  . i.. 
father  of  llie  I.hic  cx-seniitnr  (lioti.,  hi 
den  (I  out  the  three  eiigim'  e< mp  .•  i- 
to  )>Iay  for  prizes.  ,\t  thi-  m lu  • 
toninamcnt  No.  1 e-ipturiil  tin-  lii-i 
prize  by  ruimmu  wi.li  tluir  engine 
twenty  rods,  nitnehing  the  sm  li.  ii 
hose  and  throwing  water  ibrongh  lifty 
feet  of  hose  in  ! minute,  2.‘>  -eenmls. 
This  was  consiib  red  an  i-xeelb  nt  e\. 
hibition  of  liie  ee'iTiiy  of  aetieii  uuii 
perfect  drill  of  me  eoinpany. 

H.  W SeyiiK  iir  w:  s appointed  etiief 
vice  Gibhs  who  had  left  town  in 
November.  Oj  Deeimber  2S,  D'.’j.'i, 
the  whole  depaeinieiit  turned  out  to  nt 
tend  ihe  funeral  of  ex  etin  f liib'us, 
who  h.id  I'eeii  aeei  iitall)  killed  at 
W’liitehall,  N.  Y. 

On  Fehrnary  12,  ]8o(l,  in  tax  meet, 
ing  the  eitizens  voted  an  iipproprialion 
of  ^‘JOD  f(ir  resL'rvoirs  and  oiileied  that 
two  he  huill  during  the  year. 

Ill  .May  of  this  yiair  the  old  N’o.  3 
engine  and  the  vilbige  hear-e  Were 
put  up  at  anciion  sale.  .!■  11.  C<hj1 
tioiighl  Hie  engine  at  %tliti).  Ttu-re 
being  no  one  present  wlio  ihonehi  he 
neeileil  a lii'arsc  it  was  not  sold. 

Ill  August,  18,')(),  E.  Kdsoii  was 
awardi  ii  a eontracl  to  build  two  re.ser- 
voirs  id  .■sTO  eaeb. 

Coniinenlal  Kngine  C'’.  was  au- 
thorized to  have  sueh  alterations  made 
in  their  imgine  as  will  permit  the  water 
to  bo  iukeii  in  at  ilic  front  jiart  of  the 
inaehine. 

In  Septnnher,  in  preparation  fora 
o-reat  water  throwing  tom  naincnt,  so 
called,  the  three  engines  were  put  in 
tho  l)(  si  possililo  condition  at  Cowing 
& Co.’s  works,  which  had  Mr.  II.  W. 
Seymour,  attcorougli  lircinan,  ns  super- 
intendent. 

Following  Ibe  iniprovemcnl  of  No  1 
engine  it  [lecame  iicecssary  to  increase 
its  membership  for  although  the*  en- 
gine was  classed  as  No.  2,  its  cylinders 
had  bei'ii  enlarged  to  such  an  extent  as 
to  be  but  1 8 incli  loss  in  di.ameter  than 
the  first  class  engines,  so  the  companj 
presented  to  the  trustees  for  acceptance 
the  following  list  of  names:  George 
Stevenson,  VVm.  W.  Norton,  C.  B. 
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baiidolph.  Charles  J’arker,  J.  M-  Gif- 
ford. T.  J.  Rohinson,  R.  Ridley,  b.  F. 
I’eck,  A.  S.  Auld,  Thomas  bHriuett, 
C.  b.  biiisic,  Hiram  Almy,  George 
Niles,  John  A'oungs,  Randolph  Hewitt, 
./ohn  iMeAi'lhiir,  Charles  Davi.s,  b.  IV. 
Usher.  Win  VanKirk,  Cliurlos  Rinker, 
I’oier  P'oeck,  jr.,  Ma3'nar(l  Stout,  Cscar 
Moore,  George  CowiiiLb  J.  Y.  Churc- 
hill,  C.  VV.  Coltmaii,  G.  A.  Seliyler, 
Wiliiam  W'il.soii,  Garrett  Bogart,  .J.  8. 
Moore.  Jjiuvis  Tripp,  R.  Miller,  llenry 
Man  warring,  Richard  Cun  aii. 

On  Augii-t  22,  1857,  it  is  reeordid 
that,  tho  animal  meeting  of  the  lire 
department  was  held  in  G^od  Tem- 
jilars  hall  of  the  W'oodwi  rlli  lilock, 
iiorllieast  corner  of  Ovid  imd  b.ayaid 
streets. 

In  April  l.S.n.S,  llhi  No.  3 engine 
lioiise  was  rented  to  a Mi,-s  Sanborn, 
to  u.se  as  a school  house,  f»r  six 
shilling.'5  per  week. 

All  aiiuual  department  meeliiig  was 
liehl  in  Concert  Hall,  now  Ry.nn’s 
furniiure  rcpisitot),  on  August  22, 
1858,  for  the  purpose  of  selecting  a 
chief ; heoaiise  of  some  dis.agreemeiil. 
Captain  U’.  R.  Oocfi-hiii.s  of  No.  2 
inarclied  hi.s  men  out  of  (he  hall. 
'J’liose  reiiiaiiiiiig  elected  .laeob  II. 
Corl  to  the  position.  Coil  ih'elined  to 
accept.  'I'he  silnalion  regarding  the 
imtller  was  re:  orled  to  the  piesiileiit 
who  taen  apiiointcd  Kdwin  .1.  Tyler  to 
the  j)laee.  'i’ylcr  filled  Hie  posiiion  for 
two  months  only  win  n .Simon  W'.  Ar- 
nett was  appointed  to  fill  out  the  re. 
maimler  of  tile  year  hut  w ho  filled  the 
place  acci'plahly  until  1807. 

On  Oeloher  0.  18.51),  the  department 
eoinsistiiig  of  “Conlincntar’ ,No.  I, 
‘vSeneea  Chief”  No.  2,  “Rescue”  No.  3 
and  Yankee  Hose  No.  1 imssed  in  re- 
view before  the  president  and  cliief,  and 
at  terwai’d.s  gave  e.'chibilions  in  water 
throwing,  and  returned  to  (heir  quar- 
ters; ill  the  evening  had  a grand  loreh 
ligiit  parade. 

A report  of  a eommitteo  made  to  the 
Board  of  'J'ru.siee.s  rela'ive  to  the  piir- 
chase  of  the  “Idvery  Stable”  premises, 
which  had  been  m.ade  by  the  board  of 
tho  precceding  year,  showed  that  a lot 
could  be  purchased  and  a brick  engine 
house  built  thereon  for  $800  less  than 


the  livery  stable  purchase  could  be 
fitted  up  for.  The  commitiec  recoiu- 
nicnded  the  repudiation  of  tlie  pur- 
eliaso  and  that  the  amount  now  paid 
he  cliM-ged  oil  to  profit  and  loss.  'I  ne 
matin-  was  referred  back  to  tiie  rom. 
mitleo  with  iiiairiictioii.s  to  make  the 
best,  terms  possible.  J he  i.llair  was 
aiiiic-ihly  Settled  after  a time.  'I'lio 
livery  .stable  referred  to,  is  the  old 
building  on  the  c.ast  side  of  Bridge 
street  opposite  the  Franklin  House 
barn. 

So<  n aft*  rwards  a lot  wn^  bought 
for  .8175  by  the  cominitlee,  and  the 
touiidaiioii  lor  the  future  building,  and 
the  reservoir  25x18x5  1.2  deep  was 
coiilraeted  for  .$1011  and  Ihe  wors  ad- 
V.'iliced  with  I'n'pldily.  Oii  FebluarvO, 
1800.  Silsby,  My:i(ler-.e  it  (.'o..  siib- 
liiitled  to  the  tru.-jteea  a propo.sal  to  fur- 
nish the  village  a siiihH  steam  fire 
engine,  t.>  be  drawn  by  men  for  the 
sum  of  .82.500  and  ahso  prcijio-eil  lo 
furnish  an  engineer  lo  run  it  at  tires, 
and  ke.'p  the  engine  in  ri-pair  for  tme 
year  for  an  additionnl  sum  <.f  .81.50. 
boll)  itropo.siiioiis  w<re  Mihmilled  to 
the  aiiniial  tax  nn-i-ling  whieii  was 
iiehl  in  .Miin-h,  and  Ijo’.h  the  hid..,  were 
aeeci.ted;  ami  a furih*  r iq  |.r opn.-iti.,,,  of 
^88.5  for  ;de;  ar!ijn  III  maiiiiainain  o was 
voted.  Ill  May,  the  steann  r was  de- 
livered. Tile  tiii.'tees  ordi-i-fd  tint  it 
bo  kept  in  the  lioime  of  So.  1,  and 
Ihtil  engine  coniiiaiiie.s  Nos.  1 and  .‘I  be 
consolidated  into  oue  eonipany  of  .-ixlv- 
seven  mni ; and  the  No.  2 engine 
olb-rod  for  sale. 

In  November  l.ShO,  No,  2 enejne 
eoinpany  dishanded  and  gave  up  (heir 
i-ngiiie  to  the  village  afier  an  eventful 
exis'enee  of  twenty  three  ye.-irs. 

On  (he  morning  of  .January  21,  bSGl 
Capt*iin  W . R.  (lOelchiu.s  w.as  ftnind 
ilr.-wiied  in  Hie  Dey  race  n-ar  the 
Iiresi  nt  location  of  the  Climax  Specialty 
Cos  Works  He  had  be<-ii  the  fere- 
man  of  the  No.  2 engine  conqinny  for 
eighteen  years  He  mas  a ii.od.  1 fire- 
man of  lho.se  early  days,  faithful  to 
every  trust,  loyal  to  his  cemrades  and 
a vigilant,  indef.'itigatde  foreman  who 
preferred  the  caplnincy  of  lii.s  company 
to  promrdion  to  a higher  grade  to 
which  he  had  many  tiuies  been  urged. 
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In  Maroli  of  this  year,  the  tiustees 
recomnienilcd  (lie  appropriation  of 
i3,100  for  the  purpose  of  bmlding  two 
engine  houses,  one  on  oncli  side  of  tlie 
river;  but  tlie  recomuiendation  was 
DOi  favored  by  the  taxpayers  and  it  was 
voted  down. 

In  May  18G1  the  Board  of  Trustees 
resolved  to  issue  exemption  certificates 
to  all  firemen  who  volunteer  for  the 
war;  this  was  the  practice  for  the 
succeeding  four  years. 

In  August  1861,  a corupaBy  was 
organized  and  accepted  under  the 
name  of  Excelsior  Hose,  No,  3.  The 
following  named  persons  C(  uiposed  the 
company:  John  Arnett,  Theodore  Pel- 
ham, Patrick  Burns,  Owen  Burns, 
M.  McCabe,  M.  L.  Waldo.  William 
Burns,  Michael  Knight,  D.  T.  Knealb, 
Thomas  Mackin,  Edward  Kiley,  Pat- 
rick Sullivan,  R.  Sawyer,  Thomas 
Markey.  Thomas  Yoe,  Thomas  Me 
Grain,  Joseph  Adams,  Charles  Mar- 
shall. The  life  of  this  compmv  was  a 
short  one.  A majority  of  the  members 
were  in  the  army  or  navy  inside  of 
six  months  after  the  company  was 
organized. 

in  October  the  department  turned 
out  to  attend  the  funeral  of  Corporal 
McClure,  a uicmber  of  a recruiting 
squad  fi'r  the  regular  army,  who  had 
been  murdered  in  the  village. 

In  February,  18G2,  the  board  formed 
& plan  to  raise  J2,(i00  from  taxes  and 
add  to  it  $1,500  from  the  general  fund 
for  the  purpose  of  building  a brick  en- 
gine house  oil  the  north  side  of  the 
river;  four  months  thereafter  a con- 
tract was  let  to  Edward  S.  Latham  to 
build  a house  in  accordance  with  plans 
submitted  by  him  for  the  sum  of 
S1.C94. 

Ill  April,  18C3,  a contract  was  let  to 
Kirliy  & Vaudorder  to  build  a brick 
engine  house  on  tlie  south  side  of  tho 
river  for  the  sum  of  $1,289;  as  a 
reservoir  and  foundation  for  this  build- 
ing was  already  made.  The  No.  3 
engine  company,  Henry  Churchill, 
foreman,  took  formal  possession  of 
this  house  in  August,  1863. 

Ill  November,  1864,  Chief  Thomas 
Carr  reported  to  the  trustees  that  he 
bad  sold  tho  No.  2 engine  to  the  vil- 


lage of  Groton,  N.  V.,  for  the  nun  of 
$50t). 

A third  attempt  to  maintain  an  H.  & 
L company  was  made  in  .Jimuarj  1806 
by  appointing  twenty  men  for  this 
purpose  to  servo  under  the  command 
of  llic  foreman  of  Yankee  Hose,  No.  1. 
From  this  time  to  1868  there  was  no 
extraordinary  activity,  nor  many 
changes  in  the  department. 

The  year  1868,  was  a busy  year 
caused  largely  by  a series  of  su])posed 
incendiary  fires.  In  February  of  that 
year  the  authorities  voted  to  purchase 
a second  steamer  which  in  July  was 
delivered  to  tho  No  3 company.  It 
was  christened  “Phoenix.”  James  Des- 
mond was  appointed  engineer.  In 
order  to  bs  up  to-date  and  in  readiness, 
a bed  was  ordered  for  the  No.  3 engine 
house  and  the  ciigince.  was  supposed  to 
occupy  it.  All  of  this  preparation  and 
pree.aiitioii  was  followed  up  by  the  oll'er- 
ing  of  a reward  of  $500  for  the  arrest 
and  coiiviclion  of  the  per.>-on  or  per- 
sons who  had  burned  so  many  build- 
ings GtiC  perion  was  caught  in  the 
act  of  setting  tire  to  the  building  across 
the  canal  fn-m  the  I’hocni.v  Mill.s,  but 
the  niC'lics  of  the  law  were  too  large 
to  hold  liioi  for  coiivic'.ion.  But  the 
inociidiariiiii  was  checked. 

Ill  .laminry  1869,  a movement  was 
made  to  consolidate  the  engine  and 
ho.se  companies  to  forty  mcinbi'r.s,  in 
order  to  iiicrca.se  tlie  efficiency  of  tho 
department,  and,  at  the  same  time  re- 
duce the  expense  of  maiiiUiinaiice. 
Tills  movement  seems  to  have  nwiiKcned 
Some  insubordination  in  the  department 
which,  ill  April  brought  out  a report, 
from  a special  couimittee  of  trustees  on 
fire  department  nll'airs,  which  con. 
eluded  with  a recommendation  that  the 
volunteer  organizations,  in  so  far  as 
the  steamer  companies  were  concerned 
be  abolished,  and  a paid  fire  depart- 
ment of  two  companies  be  established 
and  maintained.  The  committees  re- 
port was  accepted  and  its  recommeud- 
aiioiis  were  adopted  by  the  trustees. 

By  authority  of  tlie  board.  President 
H.  C.  Burt  bought  the  house  and  land 
adjoining  the  No.  3 hou.se  for  the  sum 
of  $546,  and  ordered  a barn  and  stable 
for  the  horses  which  Messrs.  Hoag  and 
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No  3 engine  for  the  sum  of  ‘^  lao 
Oil  October  1 187.1  .1  ^ . 

Rover”  r,’  “Bed 

pan  of  Ofg’niized  as  a 

operate  in  ‘lepartincnt  to 

operate  in  the  part  of  ii,e  vi|ia„« 

“Kumsoynlle-  only,  except  ,nc^ 

B<-ncies,  provided  that  the  authoriiiec 

the  old  en. 

\ I r president,  \Vjlli.n,u 

man.  loity-seven  nieu  joined  th, 
company.  From  il.is  ,nj  tl  e co 
Paiiy  grew  until  it  embraced  a lar<m 
por.ioii  of  the  male  aduhs  o tL  .fl 
«ge  who  had  not  previously  la.-ncd 
exemption  tiirougti  ttcrviet;  Tm 
U ehanp.l  its  name  from  “Red  Row-r’- 
,,  treason  tire  Patrol.”  lu  wkf, 
the  authorities  of  the  village  ordered 
the  members  who  rc.sidcd  ca^t  of  Wal- 
■mt  street,  to.  in  case  of  fire,  report 
for  se,y,ce  on  No  1 Steamer. 

Fire'lw':SaF5;L 

About  1880  the  RuuHcyville  Hoso^ 
Co  was  organized  witli  lirnry  Frut^ 
as  oreman  and  tho  following  ,„e,.,ber'! 
ship.  Win.  L'dioii,  ij.  vV'ooli.lgo,  Jol.n 
Mernman,  Wn.  Hradlev.  Wim  V- ok 
Geo.  leeck,  B.  F.  M-cl!rid..,  >",7 

Charles  WaPers 
Alfred  King,  C.  U aiiiby,  Win  Itnp.  rt’ 
George  Miner  and  Jell.  Merri-ran’ 

co  d..r‘  comp.nny  is  „ot  re-- 

corded.  It  18  probable,  liowev.-r  that 

n.eiit  of  the  Gleason  Fire  Patrol. 

Co  nm'l?"'-  7 'telephone 

housr  of  n “ ‘iriMuan's 

louse  of  the  paid  depart ni-nt  (Jf 

oour.se  as  a be.i  was  provided  in  the 

-nj,iiie  house  of  tlie  “Phoenix  ” no 

ilarm  box  was  put  j,,  tlie  en.ri,’,(,..,.sr 

csidciicc.  One  night  m Niwember 

ho  engineer  concluded  to  spen.l  a ni.rh{ 

■t  homo  which  proved  a costly  conc7u. 

■on  to  hun.self  and  the  vi|]a<ro  for 

Si?  fi^e  H ‘‘"Kioo”  Bouse 

mglit  fire,  and  when  the  firemen  ar- 

^ engine  was  cold,  tho 

•se  all  on  fire  aud  no  eno-incer  at 

«J,«>ll.ehou8.  barued  a„3  T.  e“ 


^iriocr  whs  rtjlipvofi  in 
vin.-c 

suiaiicB  com,,.u,,  m,.i  j„|,„  "J' 

ogmized  With  the  ^fono::ing7n;m:^: 

ahlp.  Clarence  A .MaeDon.Hld.  C A 
-Hincr  Ihonia.s  Carr.  Jr..  Wm.  itm. 
ey,  GhHrle.s  s.  .Samlerson.  J “ 
urd  Grorgo  Vo,burg,  Ru„..„ 

Him  Desmond,  T.  8hurt,  Wm  Core' 

■ . I'owci;,  T.  T.ylor.  J.  r " ■ 

bH,.-,:  '‘I',""','’  -S  W.' 

fon.fr" «> 

rore.lihu.  It  ^yas  accent. -d  as  «r.  i 
I'ClMem  company, 

parados  ,vas  heing  n.ada  by  tho  bil-by 

'"H-  t-o.,  they  w,.ro  ordered  p,  take 

redaiH  ‘Be^e'semned ‘m 

a idaiice  of  hose  conip.anics  tha 
conipany  decided  to  c.v.-lnmge’  the Ir 

mse  cariMiio  for  a chemical  endin' 

"0  ^'Biy  21,  188.3.  it  b,,.,,,. 

< onipany.  It  ^vas  quartered  m 
Wc  '‘Bout  where  now  the 

VcMernLn,on  Tolegr.aph  office  is 

8.84  it  left  the  Phocmx  block  and  look 
icmporary  quarters  with  Itcscue  H t- 
L III  tbe.Jolinson  hall  block.  In  Aiarct 
1«85  It  returned  toils  old 
the  Phoenix  block.  In 
hrt;t  move  was  made  in  tbe^projeri’  for 

lilt  18tli  of  May.  a committee  was  an 

r .r 

amboHz'^*!  > **^*^^'  ^Be  coininit'eo 

strem  P"'-«Basc  the  lot  on  Fall 

street,  .‘n,-xl  east  of  tho  Gardner 

B-me."  and  to  prepare  plans  f ''  ^ 

llOIISO  Tim 

r>rn»„,».u  v Xlic  COmilllltee 

o..w,u.o,  i'sr 

in  the  n 

Durintr  T "I'P-hnled  honsoT 

During  tho  year  1889  tho  coinuanv 

and  the  village  authorities  were  greatly 
exercised  over  a difficulty  origLt.ng 
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iu  tlie  suspension  of  W.  M.  Beers,  ono 
of  the  company,  by  the  villnvc  aiuli- 
onties.  After  mucli  ill  teelin>'  had 
been  exprcs.-'t'd,  it  was  discovered  limt 
tlio  trustees,  Cliief  engineer  and  the 
company  linii  exceeifed  iticir  powers  in 
this  unfortunate  ntlair,  one  in  the  issue 
o£  an  olleiisive  order,  and  the  other  in 
too  long  !o} ally  supporting  an  ollend- 
iiig  member,  as  soon  as  tnis  discovery 
was  made  a compromise  resulted  and 
an  amicable  settlement  elleetcd.  Be- 
fore dropping  this  part  of  my  paper  I 
wisli  to  say  ttiat  the  records  arc  the 
most  ordcrlj’,  the  most  correctly  kept  of 
any  that  I have  examined  in  my  re- 
search Its  business  has  been  tran- 
sacted on  true  business  principles.  Of 
all  the  tire  companies  that  have  sprung 
iato  existence  in  the  past  seventy  years 
it  is  the  sole  souvenir.  Its  survival, 
in  my  o))inion,  is  largely  the  result  of 
correct  and  legal  guidance. 

On  April  22,  IStfl.  was  heul  tlio  first 
meeting  of  a few  young  men  to  con- 
sider tiie  advisability  of  ('rgniiizing  an 
iiidcpeiulent  Hook  itc  Ladder  company'. 
'I’tie  result  of  Ibeir  deliiieratlons  was 
the  formation  of  the  body  known  as 
“Uc'eiie''  li.  it  L.  Tills  body  was 
made  I'p  of  yi'img  men  of  bi'  li  char- 
ncler  and  standing  in  tlie  eommnnity. 
Tiu!  clui'tor  im  iiihers  were  t barles  'I', 
iailsliv,  \V.  B.  llarpiT,  Frank  Westeott, 
11.  \V.  Long,  \V.  T.  .''ey moil  r.  d.  (1. 
Arui'trong,  I'harles  Itch,  11.  X.  Uniii- 
sey.  Isolds  .Maurer.  A.  M llridenbecker, 
(Jeorge  B Seely,  t'.  .Matlcws 

W.  B.  llnvper  was  elioseii  its  first 
president  The  popnlaiiiy  of  lids 
coiupiiiiy  drew  out  applications  for 
membcrsliin  in  gvi'at  numbers  but  only 
tho.se  were  admilteil  that  couhl  pass 
their  censorial  cummiUee.  I here  re- 
cord the  names  of  a few  wlio  w<‘re  ac- 
cepted viz  (Jeorge  B.  Davis,  Kd  M. 
Uumsov,  K.  NV.  Owens,  W.  B.  IMiTiay. 
11.  C.  ivnickerbocUt-r,  W.  C.  Mundv, 
J 11.  Breslin.  J (L  Memres,  M.  1). 
Bellows.  V.  W.  Davis,  U.  1’.  Lathrop, 
C.  S.  Hood,  (leorgc  Norton,  K.  W- 
Addison,  Charles  Chamberlain.  C.  11. 
Williams.  A.  M.  Johnson,  W.  W- 
Warner.  U.  C.  Wayne,  C.  IL  West- 
cott.  C.  W.  Bioglo. 

In  July  1881,  an  order  was  placed 


with  Kniusey  it  Co.  for  a triiek  with  a 
complete  cquipemcut  to  b.-  made  in  ae- 
conlancc  with  the  ski^tcli  ami  .speeili 
cations  aubniitteti  liy  the,  com|iaiiy.  As 
it  was  to  he  a more  olalioiate  vehicle 
than  liad  been  before  built,  mucli  time 
was  taken  iu  its  makeup  and  lini'h. 
It  was  delivered  to  the  c^  niiiany  .Ian. 
unry  2.  1882.  The  company  records 
exhibit  a very  deep  interest,  iu  the 
maiittgeinent  <'f  its  allairs,  on  the  jiart 
of  its  members,  for  about  ten  years 
of  its  existence;  biter  the  interest  began 
to  lag.  In  18U5  it  held  its  most  suc- 
cessful fair  ever  lield  in  our  village  liy 
such  nn  organization.  In  February, 
1896,  tlie  inevitable  appeared  iu  the 
form  of  a resolution  to  disiiand  which 
was  adop'ed  ; and  in  April.  ICdwaid  M. 
Uumsi'y,  its  pros  'cut;  Fred  .Maier, 
Jr.,  treasurer,  (leorgc  Norton,  11.  W- 
Long,  and  W.  B.  Harper,  trustees 
dosed  the  accounts  of  its  memlnTs  and 
iti.'Soived.  'finis  ended,  after  lifteca 
years  of  excellent  service  the  only  suc- 
cessful 11.  it  L.  coniiiany  the  village 
cvi’r  liehl. 

Ill  .Imic  '..S.S'J.  the  ‘•B.im-oy  Pio- 
teelivis”  was  orgainzed  and  accepted 
by  the  aiitlioi'iii.  s.  flic  ilnties  of  this 
company  were  to  lio  ihe  protection  of 
Iheg.'Ods  tliat  'lioiild  be  removed  from 
burning  bm. dings  niul  the  extinguish- 
ment of  ineipiciit  lirrs.  To  this  end, 
tlie  npiipiiiiiit  n,'iixi-tod  of  ropes, 
stakes,  sloi'oes.  !)iii'ke's  and  portable 
e.xtinoiiisluns.  I give  V"U  the  ni’in'S 
of  the  aelive  memln  r.s : l!*gar  I’;ige, 
(leorgc  11.  Ktumond,  Boloit  (tott, 
Byron  S.  Latimev,  .fas.  A Hilibard, 
Wm  llinekh'y,  Si'encer  Kov-ton,  (bo. 
IC.  Lewis,  (!eo.  H.  Amiduti,  A.  .M. 
Had,  (jeo  H.  Bicknell,  Walter  Lewis. 
Jolin  It.  Itilliy,  F.  Delvcanier,  Cba,'. 
O.  Mosher,  W.  'f.  Smith,  l-reti  l>iio. 
ham,  William  Nichols,  Clias.  I’.ig,-, 
John  llvan,  M.  K Ucagnn,  A.  (J  M:.i  -h 
Will  SlUberlaiid,  S.  Woods,  Harry 
Biielltrrovc,  Wm  Warren.  John  /Jm- 
inermaii,  ,I<diii  Powell,  Uicliard  War- 
ren, I lohert  Warren.  It  wins  a lively, 
active  and  insefiil  company  that  was 
richly  backed  by  the  late  1*1.  A Untu- 
scy.  after  wliose  changed  circum- 
stances and  the  altering  coiiditioiis  in 
the  fire  department,  the  interest  began 
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to  lag  The  company  on  No  vein  her 
22,  1894,  divided  its  ])roperty  among 
the  reimumng  memt.ers  and  diobanded 
On  January  27,  1887,  the  B-dicy 
080  (yompnny  was  o.g'.nized  for  the 
purpose  of  atTor.hng  mi  adcqna*c  tiro 
priqectioii  lor  the  southwestern  poition 
?,*  organizers  were 

Ircd  \V.  DeMoti,  James  8immon.s, 
l.Htnck  Dully,  P„triek  11.  White. 
John  Maley  (Jeorge  S'atk,  Joscpli 
Campbell,  p.  J.  p'arroii,  Patiick  Kc 
Gniie,  William  11.  Durnin,  O ven  (’ol- 
gau,  Owen  F.  Oakes,  Hichard  Parraher 
J.  C.  Hughes  .John  Lacy.  'J'l.omas 
Dooley.  J.  A.  Halpin,  Michael  Maloney 
who  cliose  as  ollicers,  iircsident,  F. 
W.^Demott;  vice  president  \V. 
McCatf;  .secretary  and  treasurer,  o' 
I'.  O.akes;  foreman,  .James  Simmons 
W ith  ttic  piocec.is  of  a very  sttecess- 
ful  fair  the  company  pm  chased  a 
hami.somc  combined  pura.Jc  and  service 
hose  carriage.  After  two  years  ser- 
vice as  a hose  company  it  was  thought 
that  more  eflicient  service  could  bo 
reiniered  with  a cliemietil  engine,  so 
the  hose  carriage  was  sold  to  ''tho  vil- 
lage of  Morristown.  N.  J.,  Mid  a elimii. 
ical  engine  pnrcha.sed  from  the  Hollo- 
ways of  Baltimore.  Md. 

Ihe  wisdom  of  the  change  in  apjiar- 
atus  was  clearly  demonstrated  on  the 
occasion  of  the  great  lire  on  July  30, 
1890,^  when  llic  Bailey’s  and  Silshy’s 
cheniicnls  worked  altormitely  for  eight 
consecutive  hours  near  ttic  'iVipp  housy 
oil  state  street  and  successfully  clieckcd 
the  jirogress  of  the  fire  in  that 
direction. 

J he  quarters  of  tlio  company  was  tlio 
brick  building  at  Ibo  .south  end  of  the 
Bridge  street  bridge  wlii'di,  on  the  en- 
trance of  the  Iiohigli  Valh.y  railroad 
into  the  village,  was  converted  into  a 
pns.scngcr  station  for  that  road. 

During  its  existence  the  company 
maintained  a perfectly  equipped  fire 
house,  having  six  Ix  ds,  sliding  polo 
and  traps. 

The  bunkers  were  Frank  J.  Durnin 
Horace  Safely,  B.  F.  Eglieston,  P.  r! 
P’erguson,  P.  H.  Hughes  and  W.  P. 
McCaul. 

Jn  1898  by  reason  of  being  deprived 
of  a home,  the  railroad  company  re- 


quiring possession  of  their  house,  it  was 
decided  to  sell  ibo  property  of  the  com- 
pany anil  divide  the  jirocceds.  The 
engine  was  sold  to  (Jleasoii  & Bailey 
wlio  again  sold  it  to  the  village  of 
Ov.d.  N Y.  The  onicers  F'rank  J. 
Durnin,  president;  (Jeorge  M Casey, 
vico  pie.aid' nt;  F.  .J.  CoU't:)-,  treasurer; 
f.  J Pairell,  secretary  and  W.  P. 
ilcCatil,  foreman.  After  equitably 
dividing  the  moiiie.s  among  the  mem- 
bers of  the  company,  formally  dis- 
banded. 

The  general  village  charter  law 
under  which  the  village  of  Seucca  Falls 
is  now  incorporated,  delegates  to 
t oards  and  coniniissiomTs  some  of  the 
duties  devolving  on  the  B <ard  of  'Frus- 
tecs  under  the  old  charter.  So,  now 
onr  fire  department  is  noniinally  under 
Ih.!  command  of  the  Board  of  Fire 
Coujiiiissioncrs  which,  at  pie-cnt  is 
compos.d  of  three  able,  skilled  and 
entliusiasiic  tircmeii,  naniely,  .M.  tj. 
Haiilin,  John  Lefler,  and  I’Jverett  Vos- 
burg. 

'Flic  active  coniniaiid,  ns  heretofore 
lies  in  a Chief  and  two  as.si.staiits 
The  present.  Chief  Horace  N.  Humscy 
succeeded  his  father,  .Moses  Huiiisey, 
who  had  tilled  the  i.fii.'c  for  sixteen 
years;  am!  has  himself  filled  the  position 
for  eighteen  years.  'Flic  first  assistant, 

M.  E.  Reagan  probably  has  not  n sup- 
erior as  an  active  and  vigilant  fireman  ; 
the  2nd  assistant.  Alhi-rt  S.ickctt  is 
fully  equal  to  all  dtmiands  ci.tilc  upon 
him  in  the  snhordinatc  position  lie 
occupies,  and  when  tin-  time  comes  for 
him  to  go  up  higher  ho  will  prove 
eipially  eJJl  ient  in  the  higher  place. 

I'lie  department  apparatus  and  lire 
fighting  appurtenance  consist  of  two 
steam  enginc.s,  one  hose  wagon,  one 
hand  hose  cart,  one  service  hook  & 
ladder  truck  and  equipment,  one  chem- 
ical engine  with  a full  complement  of 
extierienced  engineers  and  hoce  men; 

300  feet  of  good  lin-e;  a fire  alarm' 
system  of  sixteen  boxes,  which  w.as 
installed  in  1902,  a water  system, 
whose  average  pressure  is  not  above 
40  lbs  per  square  inch,  with  eighty- 
eight  hydrants  properly  distributed 
through  the  village.  Each  of  our 
large  manufactories  is  fitted  with  the 
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sprinkler  system  and  aiixilinry  tiro 
pumps  and  hose  so  complcto  as  to  feel 
iudopeudent  of  villay:e  aid.  InU  is  able 
to  greatly  assist  in  fighting  tires  along 
the  river’s  course. 

I am  informed  that  our  di  pari  merit 
has  been  supplied  with  a'taeliiuei'ts 
whicli  makes  the  hose  of  Auburn, 
Senoea  Falls,  Waterloo  .and  Geneva 
interchangeable,  thus  enablii  g the 
engines  of  the  four  dep.artmeuts  to  be 
concentrated  in  an  emergency. 

All  fires  in  their  first  stages  are 
small  fires;  the  design  and  purpose  of 
the  chemic.al  is  the  prompt  extin- 
gui.shment  of  incipient  lire.s;  then  it 
follows,  as  day  follows  niglit,  that 
celerity  of  movement  on  the  part  of 
this  appartu.s  is  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance During  eight-twelfths  of  the 
year  our  sti-eets  are  in  a condition  to 
preclude  the  possibility  of  rapid  move- 
ment through  them  by  a hand  drawn 


vehicle  which  weighs  about  throe 
thousHiid  pounds.  What,  tlu-n,  in 
your  judgment,  is  the  remedy  for  this 
willfiil  ahriilginent  of  the  usefulness  of 
so  excellent  a piece  of  fir-e  extinguish- 
ing appar.atus? 

I give  licrewitli  a list  of  the  chief  on- 
gineers  of  the  local  fire  department. 


Chief 

Eng 

INKERS 

Nakb 

API'OINTKD 

EXPIitATION. 

Geo.  W.  McCIary 

.Tidy 

18,17 

Uarch 

lJ-38 

Edward  H I.atliam 

JI  ar 

1838 

Oct 

1647 

V\  . H Arnett 

Oct 

1-47 

Auk 

1650 

Obidlali  U.  Eatham 

Ausr  ISM 

Auk 

1853 

Thomas  Carr 

Alls 

ia52 

Auk 

1855 

It.  W.  .Seymour 

Dec 

IS.l.l 

An* 

isro 

It  W.  Seymour 

Dec 

l.ais 

Auk 

I.ucliis  S.  Gibbs 

Au« 

1855 

Dec 

1855 

Lyiiiau  T.  Moure 

Aus' 

1856 

Aujr 

Eos.  pti  M,  Uabcock 

Auit 

18,57 

Auk 

18.58 

J.  .1.  Tyler 

Sept 

18.58 

Nov 

J858 

Simon  W.  .\rnctt 

Nov 

1858 

Aug 

1804] 

Moses  Ituoisey 

Auk 

iSGtt 

Deo 

1>83 

lloraeo  N.  ttumsuy 

Dec 

1882 

Dec 

18V4 

\Vm.  1!.  Harper 

Doc 

1884 

Mar 

1806 

Horace  N.  iiumsoy 

Apr 

1808 

Deednod 

.T.  F.  Cro-tiy,  aclntg 

Apr 

18i)G 

i\b 

1808 

Frank  Walters 

Feb 

18S« 

Dec 

1890 

□oraco  N.  Itumsey 

Feb 

laoo 

Seneca  County  in  the  War  of  1812. 

By  Re.v/.  F*.  E.  Smith. 


This  article  is  niaiuly  compiled  from 
writings  of  my  father,  Jason  Smith, 
and  much  of  it  had  been  alrcuiy  pub- 
lished in  the  History  of  Seucca  County. 

The  militia  of  Nt  w Y.ik  consisted 
of  every  able  bodied  male  iuhahitaiit 
bcdwecii  the  ages  of  cightO'U  atul 
forty-live  excepting  those  leligously 
oppo.sed  to  war. 

The  report  of  the  Adjutmt-General 
for  1809  gave  a total  eurolimiiit  of  in. 
faiitiy,  cavalry  i.ml  artillery  of  102,008. 

In  1811,  ihcto  vrero  depi>>its  of 
military  store.s,  among  other  placts  at 
Oiiouil.aga,  Catiantlaigua  and  ilntavia. 
The  onoiion  at  these  msgasines  r.angcd 
in  calibre  from  thirty-two  down  to  two 
pounders. 

Heavy  ordinance  intended  for  the 
1 Niagara  frontier  was  brought  from  Al- 
bany III  Durham  boats,  by  the  S.-ncea 
Dock  Navigation  Company,  tind  lauded 
at  West  G'lyuga;  from  there  they  were 
transported  on  stout  heavy  sleds  built 
• for  that  purpose. 

I Taught  by  tlm  recent  war  with  Eng 
land,  the  militia  system  was  regarded 
as  a liin  ly  preeaiitioa  to  guard  agaite^t 
Indian  depredation  and  foreign  in- 
vasion. Territory  was  districted  ac- 
cording to  population 

I’rivHtes  supplied  their  own  arnu', 
and  olliccrs  th-ir  own  uniforms  and 
side-arms.  At  a later  dato.  inde- 
pendent, companies  were  eqtiipped  at 
their  own  exjicn.Me. 

Four  trainings  were  h<  ld  during  the 
year.  Two  coiintv  trainings,  hein  re- 
spectively on  the  first  Monday  of  .June 
and  September;  the  battalion  and  gen- 
eral, held  by  apjiointuients  made  by  the 
field  ofiicers.  Notices  of  musters  w'erc 
given,  tlirougl)  lack  of  jircss  and  mail 
f.acilitms,  by  (lersonal  visits  of  non  coin- 
missioin.’d  rflicer.s  to  each  militiaman. 

If  absent,  a notice  was  placed  on  the 
door  of  the  house.  A failure  to  attend 
resulted  in  a court-martial  or  a fine. 

The  first  general  training  in  Seneca 


County  was  held  at  Ovid  in  1802. 
Soon  .after  a regiment  was  organized 
for  the  north  end  of  the  county  at  old 
S a.uycs  Mid  out  of  a coinpliiin.iit  Wil- 
helunis  .Mynderso  was  chosen  by  the 
troTip-i  f-ir  colonel,  and  dtilv  coiumis- 
hionral  !))•  the  Guvemor.  Eamberi  V'an 
Alsty:i  was  Major  and  Hugh  \V.  Dob- 
bin, adjutant.  Minderse  c.ared  little 
for  mailial  exercises  and  left  the  work 
of  (liillii'g  to  Van  Alslyn  and  Dobbin, 
Ill'll  who  had  Seen  service  and  were 
d'otiiied  to  win  honors  in  the  threat- 
ened war.  Colonel  Van  Alstyn  kept 
a hoarding  hoii.se  in  the  first  tavera 
erected  at  Seneca  Falls  later  known  as 
the  ()  d Market.  His  charges  were 
oonsidcied  cxce.ssive,  being  never  less 
than  twentj  five  cents  per  week,  and 
onee  reaching  .*2,03.  Gem-ral  Dob  iiu 
lived  about  four  and  a half  miles 
we»t  of  Waterloo,  and  at  ho.-i-.c  and  in 
the  li"kl  was  a soldier  by  na'urc. 

About  1811,  an  artillery  company 
was  formed  with  licadquancrs  at  Sen- 
eca Falls.  A single  gun.  an  iron  nine- 
lionndor  was  drawn  from  the  state. 
Captain  .lu'iks  led  his  company  against 
the  Hritedi  siid  Indiaris  during  the  war. 
The  la-t  survivor  of  ids  coin|)any  was 
Hiram  Woodworth  of  Tyre,  ife  was 
w’oiied'd  bj'  the  prem.atiire  discharge 
of  the  gnii  he  was  loading,  losing  one 
eye,  h'.vtig  his  arm  injured. 

A nlioipsting  a co'Iision  of  arms,  tho 
Governor  early  in  the  siiriiig  of  1812. 
called  upon  tho  militia  regiments  to 
furin.sli  .a  eon  pany  r-aeh,  for  .service  on 
the  Niagara  frontier.  I’loniptly  re- 
sponding Seneca  sent  out  a eompany 
undi  r the  oommand  of  Captain  Terry 
of  Ovid.  The  names  of  the  men  who 
wf  lit  from  Tyre  wen:  Ilmjainin  Marsh, 
Silas  Harton.  James  Vanllorn,  Itiehard 
Thomas.  Hn;.s-,-y  Wnitehcad. 

The  men  were  in  barracks  at  Illaok 
Rock  when  news  of  the  (Dclar- 
aiion  of  war  by  the  United  States  ar- 
rived. Hostilities  were  Immediately 
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opened  bj  an  exchange  of  shots  with 
the  British  artillerymen  across  the 
river. 

The  regular  army  was  augmented  by 
forces  of  militia  raised  by  drafts.  The 
drafts  were  maile  for  a period  of  three 
months.  All  the  militia  were  called 
out  in  this  way,  and  some  were  called 
upon  a second  and  even  a third  time. 
A few  fled  the  draft.  Substitutes  were 
obtained  at  thirty  dollars  for  the  three 
months.  A private  st'ldicr’s  pay  was 
five  dollars  per  month  but  was  in- 
creased to  eight  dollars.  The  first  en- 
gagement iu  which  Seneca  soldiers 
took  part  was  the  struggle  at  Queens- 
town. 

The  Americans  were  led  by  General 
Van  IlenKselaer  of  Albany,  the  British 
by  General  Brock.  The  Americans 
crossed  the  river  at  daybreak  October 
13,  1812  and  were  successful  in  the 
early  part  of  the  day,  but  the  British 
being  strongly  reinforced  from  the 
garrison  at  Fort  George  and  the  Amer- 
ican militia  being  affected  by  the  num- 
ber of  wounded  broiigiit  ov(‘r,  and 
averse  to  leaving  their  own  territory, 
the  coui[)aratively  small  force  of  Amer- 
icans engaged,  after  a gallant  light, 
was  compelled  to  surrender  a'  pri-oners 
of  war.  Of  men  in  the  battle  from 
Seneca,  was  a rifle  company  r.aiscd  in 
Fayette,  cominaiiilcd  by  Captain  Ire- 
land and  a few  volnnttcrs  frnm  the 
ndlitia.  All  fought  bravely,  unlil  tlin 
inevitable  surrender  look  pla<-e.  Folly 
one  third  of  the  men  whom  Ireland  led 
into  action,  were  killed  or  wounded. 

The  year  1813  closed  with  disaster  to 
the  United  Stales  forces  on  the  fionticr. 
The  British  assumed  the  offensivo  and 
waged  relentless  and  cruel  warfare. 

On  December  ]9tb  Colonel  Murray 
with  an  armed  force  surprised  and 
captureil  Fort  Niagara  coimnandcd  by 
Captain  Leonard.  Most  of  the  garrison 
were  bayonetted,  and  liltlo  (pmrter 
shown  elsewhere.  General  McClure 
called  on  the  militia  of  the  western 
counties  of  New  York,  to  turn  ont  en 
masse  to  defend  Buffalo  and  Black 
Rock.  A panic  spread  through  the 
country.  The  British  were  reported  to 
be  crossing  the  river.  Thonsands  of 
militia  from  Seneca  and  neighboring 


counties  took  arms  and  began  their 
march  to  Bull’-do. 

(iuotiiig  from  the  remiDiscciie.is  of 
Jason  Smith  tlie  following  incid<-i.ts  of 
that  march  may  be  intercsiing.  lie 
s.ays,  every  man  turned  out  who  ha<l 
any  patriotism,  whether  ho  was  liable 
to  do  militaiy  duty  or  not.  I was  not 
old  enough  to  be  enrolled  until  a short 
time  before,  the  alarm  but  1 took  my 
shot  gun  with  what  powder  I had,  and 
mfiulds  to  east  a bullet  to  fit  the  bore, 
and  went  with  the  re.st.  W«  went  Unit 
day  as  far  as  Geneva.  'I’he  cilizena 
had  ponicti  in  from  every  direction,  a 
great  nniuy  from  Cayuga  county. 
Every  public  hoiisi?  was  liiled  to  over- 
flowing.  We  got  into  a tavern  at  the 
.souih  end  of  the  village  and  occupied 
the  bar-room.  There  were  ncilher 
chairs  nor  benches  in  the  room  nor 
conveniences  for  sleeping,  and  if  there 
had  been,  wo  could  not  have  sb'pi.  as 
there  was  a set  of  rowdies  who 
trained  all  night.  Among  whom  were 
Leonard  Wells,  James  Magee,  Benja- 
min Sayre,  James  Gerald  from  this 
place  and  Noah  Morris,  Garry  Arnold 
and  a number  of  eilier.s  w bnse  names 
are  not  reeolh  eli-d  from  .s^encH  a Falls. 
They  would  perferm  what  they  called 
a w*ar  tlauce,  'lin-y  w'  uld  f'^nii  a 
rii'ir  iu  tb('  laiildb'  of  ibe  floor,  take 
bolil  i>f  ban  Is  .Mid  circle  round  and 
round.  Tlioy  wonhl  get  an  unsophis- 
ficaied  follow  in  the  ring,  tlim  away 
back  ami  forth,  and  prosir.ilc  him  on 
llic  floor,  raise  a war-w'lioop  ami  make 
a horrible  din.  All  the  way  he  couM 
get  out  Was  to  treat  liberally.  Tln-re 
was  a tall  writing-desk  in  one  corm  r 
under  which  I crawled  to  avoid  being 
run  over,  and  tried  to  get  a little  sleep, 
but  they  hauled  me  out  occasionally 
ami  hustb'd  me  around  the  room. 

Tile  olTicers  who  slept  in  the  room 
above  iis  would  come  down  occasion- 
ally and  try  to  quiet  them  and  they 
would  promise  to  be  very  quiet,  but 
as  soon  as  they  had  fairly  gotten  into 
bed,  they  would  begin  again  as  bad 
as  ever. 

Wc  reached  Canandaigua  the  next 
day  about  3 o’clock  v m.  where  wo 
were  met  by  an  express  from  Buffalo, 
who  informed  us  that  the  British  had 
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gone  back  into  Canada,  and  that  wc 
might  return  home.  Meanwhile  the 
British  had  plundered  the  garrisons, 
and  hnrned  Buffalo. 

Gu  .lime  25,  1814,  a command 
known  as  Colonel  Dobbin’s  Itrgiment, 
was  organized  at  Batavia  ami  pro’- 
cceded  to  the  frontier.  Among  the 
ofucers  were  Colonel  Hugh  VV.  Dob- 
bin, Jlajors  Lee  and  ^ladison,  and 
Adjutant  Lodowick  Dobbins.  Two 
companies  went  from  Seneca;  one 
from  Ovid  commanded  by  GHjitain 
Hathaway,  the  other  from  Junius, 
oflicered  hy  Cn|>tain  William  Hooper 
and  Lieutenant  'I'liomns  W.  Koo.scvcit, 
the  latter  of  whom  hc.d  seen  two  years 
service.  This  regiment  cnlisteii  for 
six  months,  and  wfis  called  the  New 
\ ork  Volunteers.  I liC)  m.archcd  from 
ILitavia  to  Black  Hock  where  they  were 
joined  by  a regiment  of  reniisylvnnia 
Volunteers,  and  a body  of  .Seneca 
warriors,  and  placed  under  comuiacd 
of  General  B.  15.  Porter. 

'I'hc  battle  of  Chippewa  was  fought 
shortly  after  their  arrival,  and,  all 
unused  to  the  terrors  of  muskciry  fire, 
they  did  little  service. 

Scott’s  brigade  crossed  Niagara  river 
on  July  3d  and  eaiilurcd  Fort  Eric, 
they  then  advanced  upon  the  Britisii 
who  were  encamped  behind  the  Chip- 
pewa, a deep  still  stream  which  rum 
at  right  angles  to  the  Niagara  Hip- 
ley’s  hrigade  made  the  passage  of  the 
Niagara  about  midnight  of  the  -Ith  and 
Porter’s  on  the  morning  of  the  5th. 
The  two  conqianies  lay  about  three 
fourths  of  a mile  apart. 

_ At  four  o’clock  r.  ^i.  General  Porter 
circling  to  the  left  ajiproachcd  the  Chip- 
Iiewiio.  Dobhin’s  regiment  was  in  line 
on  the  extreme  left.  riiceiK'iny  recog- 
nizing the  force  as  militia,  boldly  left 
tlicir  Ireiiclics  crossed  the  stream  and 
expecting  an  easy  victory,  moved  for- 
ward, and  the  lines  of  battle  soon  be- 
came warmly  engaged.  The  clouds  of 
dust  and  heavy  liring  indicated  the 
state  of  aflairg  and  Scott’s  veterans 
were  ordered  straight  forward.  Un- 
used to  battle  Porter’s  command  gave 
way,  and  iiotwitbstanding  strenuous 
efforts  could  not  bo  brought  forward 


again  during  the  action.  The  enemy 
elated  by  success  received  the  atiurk 
hy  Scott  with  coolness  and  the  com  .at 
becanic  furious. 

Major  Jessup  was  sent  with  the 
twenty-fifth  regulars  to  turn  the 
enemy’s  right  wing.  He  was  presaed 
hard,  hoth  upon  front  and  flunk  but 
gave  the  order  ‘•Support  arms  and  ad- 
vance’’ his  men  obeying  in  the  midst  of 
a deadly  fire  and  gaining  .a  secure  posi- 
tion,  opened  a Idling  return  tire  aod 
coiupc.ded  tlie  Itnti^h  to  fall  back. 
Towseii  of  the  artillery  silenced  the 
enemy’s  most  iireclivc  balli-ry,  blew 
up  an  ordinance  w.agon  and  opened 
with  heavy  ili.si-harges  of  cani-ier 
Upon  the  BritiF.li  infantry  advancing  to 
the  charge.  'Phe  enemy  gave  way  and 
were  driven  over  the  Chippewa  into 
their  works  w ith  heavy  loss  'i  he  battle 
of  Bridgewater  or  the  Cataract  sixm 
followed. 

A nnmhcr  of  days  passed,  and  the 
British  fading  back  rnaneuveroti  tln  ir 
force  to  dcecivc  in  regard  to  their 
nitima'e  dc.sigm  and  meanwhile 
gathered  vessdH  and  tiegan  to  Ittnd 
troops  at  Leivj-ion.  ilicreby  tlireaten- 
ing  the  capture  of  the  linggagc  and  sup- 
plies of  the  ATni-ric.Hiis, 

To  prevent  this,  .Scott  with  a part  of 
the  army  wa.s  sent  to  nit  iiacc  f'le  f.-rees 
at  (iiiccn.stown.  About  sun  down  of 
July  25tli  .Scott  encountered  and  hotly 
cngogcd  the  entire  Biitish  army. 
Then  was  illu.strat  d the  old  ;nlage 
that  “ he  wiio  fights  and  runs  away, 
may  live  to  fight  another  day.”  for 
Porter’s  volunteers  .advanced  to  .'kceti’s 
support  with  ardor. took  gri-itnd  on  the 
extreme  left  and  in  good  orttcr  and 
with  inirciiidity  held  their  position  and 
repelled  a deii-rmined  charge  by  the 
enemy’.  Stimulated  by  the  voices  and 
cxaniplcs  of  Colonel  Dobbin,  Major 
Wood  of  the  Pennsylvania  Volunteers 
and  other  officers,  these  r.aw  but  cour- 
ageous troop.s  hurled  themsclvc.s  upon 
the  British  line,  and  made  all  the 
prisonors  taken  at  this  point  of  the 
action.  Captain  Hooker  was  killed 
during  the  engagement,  which  la.sted 
far  into  the  night. 
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rrci)'iri-t{  bv'  Fred  Teller  anti  read  by 
Rev.  II.  Grant  Pt  rsoii  b fore  the  Sen- 
eca Fall.a  Historical  Society,  Dtcennier 
21s',  1903. 

Samuel  Harris,  the  father  of  John 
Harris,  wlio  ran  the  lir.-t  ferry  a'  ros.s 
Gavutia  lake,  from  1788  until  the  Cay- 
nsra  bridge  was  coinp'ett  d,  was  tiorn  at 
1 Harrisbnr<r,  Pa  . May  Itli,  IToO.  In 
the  year  1795,  wtiie.li  was  the  year  in 
whicli  tlie  Fast  and  West  Cajnga  Res- 
ervations were  releaseil  to  the  state  by 
the  Cayuga  'I’tibe  of  Ptdians  and  sur- 
veyed into  lots,  he,  the  father, 'eniovt-d 
, to  the  ca.st  bank  of  Cayutra  lake  and 
patented  lot  No.  5G  in  the  Fast  Cayuira 
Re'crvation  tract.  This  lot  contained 
250  aeics  and  was  iinmetiia'ely  north  of 
his  son  John’s.  Tlie  son  at  the  samo 
time  took  out  a patent  for  lot  No.  57, 
w’liieh  contained  a somewhat  larger 
number  of  acres  Samuel  Harris  was 
an  old  Revolutionary  soldier  His  re- 
niRins  lie  buried  at  the  Bridgeport 
cemetery.  On  his  monument  is  re- 
corded the  following:  ‘‘He  was  an 
active  paricii)aiit  in  tlie  stirring  scenes 
of  the  old  French  wars.  Ha  was 
prtsent  at  the  surprise  and  defeat  of 
Braddock  near  Fort  Dutinesne.  lie 
was  tie*  docid-'d  frici.d  of  his  eonntry 
and  In  r cause  in  the  war  of  the  U'  vo. 
lution,  during  which  he  was  appointed 
capt.-un  of  cavalry.” 

His  father.  John  Harris.  Sr.,  cmi- 
gratfd  from  Lincolnshire,  iV'glainl.  in 
1733  and  op-  n"d  an  Indian  i l ading  p ist 
at  the  fords  on  tlie  Snsqui'lianna  river, 
where  itie  city  of  IlaiTislmrg  now 
stands  The  histories  and  directories 
of  the  present  city  of  Harrisburg,  the 
Capitol  of  Pennsylvania,  all  start  from 
the  lime  that  the  original  John  Harris, 
Ist,  the  father  of  Samuel  H.arris,  located 
on  the  site  of  that  city.  He  afterward 
surveyed  tha  city  into  lots  and  the  city 
takes  its  n.ame  from  tlio  Harris  family. 

There  is  an  old  oil  painting  in  ex- 
istence, which  Mrs.  Philo  Cowing  of 


this  place  recalls,  thnt  is  in  the  po.sses- 
siou  of  1 11,!  of  her  friends  in  C.ayuga 
county,  (the  Maeintosii  family,  who  are 
related  to  the  Harris  family  by  mar- 
riage), representing  this  -lohii  Harris 
lied  to  a tree  on  tlie  banks  of  tlie  Sus- 
qii  liaiiiia  river  with  tlie  fagots  piled 
about  iiini  as  he  was  aliout  to  tic  burned 
and  imtu.ed  by  tbe  Indians,  lie  was 
resciicd  liy  a tribe  of  friendly  Indiana 
and  lived  for  many  years  afterward  a 
life  of  ndvcidiire  and  usefulness. 

Samuel  Harris  n»  i d liis  son  after 
his  f.alher  .John  and  it  was  this  .lohii 
Harris  who  came  to  tlio  ca‘-t  shore  of 
Ciiyiiga  lake  in  1778  and  r.Mi  tlie  ferry 
ill  ) :utiier.sliip  wiili  .lames  Bcimett. 

In  the  course  of  some  correspoiidcnce 
between  Mrs.  L G.  Sanford  in  behalf 
of  the  Daughters  of  'he  Revolution  and 
tlie  secretary  of  the  state  of  Fenii- 
sylvanis,  William  JI.  FIgo,  it  was 
diacovered  that  this  Joliii  Harris  was 
abso  a Revolutionary  soldier.  He  was 
conimissioiied  captain,  October  Mtli, 
1776,  of  tlie  12<h  Pennsylvania  regi- 
iiieiii  cominatnlcu  by  Co'onel  William 
Cook.  Taat  lids  icginieiit  was  in  ac- 
tive service  and  so  severe  wa.s  its  losses 
on  the  bait),  fields  of  New  .leisey  (hat 
in  April.  1778,  it  was  incorporated 
into  the  ttiird  regiment  of  the  I’cnn- 
sylvaiiia  line  ami  ihcr.  liy  lo-t  its  iden- 
tity, wiiile  many  of  its  efiicers,  inclml- 
ing  (’nii'sin  .lohn  liairis,  became  su- 
Iiernuiiierarv.  .Seiici-a  Comity  should 
be  (iroiul  tliat  two  such  loyal  Amcri- 
e.aii.s  .slu'iihl  have  hicoiiin  her  citizens. 

Ill  1789  John  Harris  iiiarrii^d  .Mary 
Rii'liard-on,  who  w.a.'  a native  of  Fred- 
erick City,  Md.  Tiie  following  year, 
1790,  his  first  son  was  born  and  he  was 
the  first  white  child  horn  on  either 
shore  of  Cayuga  lake.  He  was  given 
the  family  name,  .John. 

The  sixth  child  of  Captain  John 
Harris  (the  ferryman)  was  a danglitiT 
and  was  named  Helen  She  married 
Abrarn  Failing,  who  kept  one  of  the 
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leading  taverns  of  Bridgeport.  When 
Seneca  Falls  bi  gaii  to  forge  to  tlie  liead 
in  popul'ition  ami  importanec  lie  sold 
out  Ids  Imsiiicss  at  Bridgi-porl  and  re- 
iiioveu  to  Seneca  Falls,  wiicre  tie  hc- 
eaiiie  one  of  the  leading  nierehaiits  of 
our  village.  To  his  daugiitcr,  Miss 
Flla,  now  Mrs.  C.  L.  Story,  I am  in- 
debted for  tlio  use  of  a very  va'uable 
lot  of  family  documeiitB,  da' a an!  pnb- 
liciitions  relating  to  this  reimirka  ile 
family.  Amoeg  otlier  tidngi,  she  pus- 
6C.S.SOS  nil  old  print  icprescniing  the 
s.Hiiie  scone  referred  to  tiy  Mrs.  Cow- 
ing, illustrating  tlie  torture  ami  hnrii- 
ing  of  her  ancestor,  the  first  John  Har- 
ris, by  the  Indians. 

Ill  1790,  .Joliii  ibirris  opened  the  first 
tavern  at  the  Cayuga  Fc  'i  y.  This  laud 
at  tliat  time  was  still  owned  tiy  the 
Cayuga  Indians.  It  was  Ic.ised  from 
them  by  .John  Harris  and  was  lield  on 
sulferance.  The  Indians  were  ii  t a!- 
lowed  to  sell  their  lands  without  the 
sanction  of  the  geii'-nd  government 
and  the  state.  Tlic  parti'-s  who  hold 
lenses  from  the  Indians  however,  were 
afterward,  wlion  it  was  acquired  by  the 
state  and  surveyed  into  lots,  given  the 
first  privilege  of  patenting  the  plots  on 
whieli  tliey  were  located. 

The  John  Harris  tavern  was  a place 
of  general  rendezvous  and  you  will 
notice  on  all  the  old  maps  of  the  Ea.st 
Cayuga  Reservation  that  all  trails  from 
every  point  of  the  compass  ceniercd  at 
that  point.  Its  old  tap  room  must  liave 
been  a very  attractive  place  to  the  Red 
man.  Tlie  amount  of  valuable  fiiraml 
beaver  skins  thnt  must  have  been 
traded  over  its  bar  for  fiijiplics  and 
amiiiunitioii, trinkets  ami  the  seductive 
fire  water  came  to  a tidy  sum  yearly. 
Its  owner  soon  hecniiic  a man  of  wealth 
and  intliieiicp  in  the  eomiminitv. 

In  tho  year  1791  tlie  lands  comprised 
ill  tho  present  counties  of  Seneca, 
Wayne,  Cayuga  and  Onondaga  were 
erected  into  a new  comity  known  as 
Onondaga  county  and  John  Harris  was 
appointed  its  first  shorilf.  At  tlie  end 
of  bis  term  he  was  elected  for  a second 
term 

In  the  following  year  the  council 
fire  for  a treaty  with  the  Onondaga 
and  the  Cayuga  Indians  was  lighted  in 


front  of  llic  ‘'.John  Harris  Uvi-rn  at 
tlie  C'lyuga  Feu-ry  ” '.•'he  coiiimis- 

siom-rs  on  tiio  part  of  die  slat"  were 
Ibiilip  Scliuy  er.  .John  Caiitine.  Diviil 
Brooks  and  Jolin  Rlidiards'in.  By  this 
treaty  llic  slate  secured  from  tbe  O ioii. 
daga  Indians  die  tlMombiga  Salt  .Springs 
amt  from  the  Cayug's  atiiio.-t  aJ  of 
timir  la  uD.  Join  Harris'  name  ap. 
jicars  on  mis  treaty  as  one  ij  lli-j  wit- 
nc.s.sps.  Ttie  treaty  hearo  dale  of  July 
27th,  1795.  Ill  the  coiHtruo'ioii  amt 
cquiiiiiieiit  of  the  Cayuga  Bridge  J hu 
Il'  i'i'is  took  a prominent  part  and  was 
the  secopd  iriii.o'l  one  of  its  incor- 
p irutors,  three  of  the  olb  -r  four  being 
rcjirescntatives  of  large  land  com- 
panies. 

In  1801  he  was  ina'iiiincid  in  tho 
formation  of  the  Cayuga  Laml  Com- 
pany, which  owned  all  tin  bind  with- 
in :wo  miles  distant  from  the  ea-t  end 
of  Cayuga  i’riilge.  Tin  Cayuga  c'lUiuy 
clerk's  ofii ’C  .shows  a largo  nmiiber  of 
traii.'fcrs  of  lots  from  Nov.  7ih,  1801, 
by  ttiis  company  ami  for  several  suc- 
ceeding years. 

In  1801  In  C'tahli-hcd  at  West  C'ay- 
ng.a  (Bridgeport)  a general  .store,  ash- 
ery  and  a rlisiidcry.  In  18iJG  he  was 
cico'ed  to  Congress,  .‘-iicccediiig  as 
repixoentativo  of  thi.s  diotrict  Hon. 
Silas  Halsey  of  this  county.  In  1806 
ne  was  appointed  a cr-loiiel  of  the 
militia.  During  the  war  of  1812  he 
served  witti  Ids  rtgiment  at  the  front 
and  as  a inrgu  sliarc  of  his  command 
wMved  their  right  not  to  he  taken  out 
of  tlie  .stale,  took  jiart  in  several  cn- 
gngi-mcnts  on  Canadian  soil. 

After  the  war  be  settled  at  West 
C unga,  having  aeqniri'd  on  May  90th. 
1811,  tide  to  thirty  and  one-half  a'-res 
of  land  bi  ii'g  a part  of  great  lot  No.  5. 
He  died  in  November,  1821.  After 
ttie  war  ami  incvious  to  his  de:il!i  ho 
held  a nui.sler  of  militia  at  Bridgeport 
for  a number  of  years.  .Mrs.  U.  C. 
Wayne  po->ses«es  one  of  the  gilt  metal 
shoidder  epaidcts.  formerly  ttie  jiroj)- 
orty  of  the  late  John  II.Tookcr,  winch 
he  wore  at  the  training  day  exercises 
that  took  place  on  these  occasions  on 
he  village  green  at  Bridgeport.  We 
of  the  present  day  have  no  idea  of  the 
importance  that  our  forefathers  at- 


H •'  « ■»  «*•  T- 

. • ’ ''l.*<t  «.  • J .'* 

mk  ■•  i»;*  w'  *»*  » 

4-«  r^w  t it  *i 

f'  At  ¥lf  ttl  I K '•■  ** 

■^0t0(k  041  HA  <%♦ /••k.  • ! V#  •* 

f||^rt1i<A  *•'  • 4 ' • • • •«»  t ».,:_ 

Itf  4 iMiifta  H U4s*'*  • ' •Htkt  A 

0mmA-  i ' - ■.  * « .r  .•  » . 

4Vt  « • 4«  - •*.  Ii.*r- 

£itk.  « ' « ••  . 

I if.  1 % it.«t  at  * . 


♦4’*  - * 

tp  ' ■••■  m$f  Pfmi 


i;  • 

^ ,4.  n 

4*»,.  . ■^'•4^1(1  i- 


• .r»  • -K|^.:v'',,ij  "t'4  ■• 

If.  i '<“  .'  ♦ il^l'  ♦ ^ "■  ' 

t'  ivi  I -••  kiT  ^ ■ Hint  "IT , *■ 

V*,  _ -.J  ■■  ■ 

. •*  , •*  ' 

».  ■ • «r I 

•■  . / *.  ..'•••  If  ♦ tpw**’ 

V'*  VI 

• . V.  : 

^1^ . . . I ' . . I ' -if 

«i  " '*»'.»  I If  1*  / ' * * I 

I < , I I * ' • I,  di» 


f !'•  I I 

V * ’ 


• . I ” • ' 

MiO  • H 

« . . - . * y,  I. 

. . «i 

.i^t 


nt 

( , 


yi 


••  » 

«.  . ■• 


iT 


▼ » ii»-  I I i aai’  % - 


>1  A^l  MW  t >ti  dmif  burned 

•1^  * ^ ^ - ^4. 


iiti* 

kMkt  j' 

•P*  ^ . 

.•>  ivti^  fv->  law 

'*  4 l''  • 


»*•  . I 
.uU  tJ> 

* /*  . tK  •»  MMa  ««  k if*  M. 

f^r  vj  6m  ^fc,  ■•  ^ i* 

•m  Mf* 


rfV-’-  1 ' okT 


*Ja  «*  ''«■ 


ffii  ' * 41 

^ ^ ' W .li«  tHWwA'  ' . I iksfpft 

^ 4ft  mi  »««  iu  i|a(  JaTM***  ^ * «4i(  iWv ; • "'ytOfli  A’. 

. 4«,yti«<-<  *»■•  ••aii-^wi /p*<4w>  %■  »3i.w4l li  *-4 

4 0*^...  ikK.  f mti  *4  HifY  ,wi 

• > . If  y.  «W  «NW»  V>  jMlfeB  '**»* 

•-■  ■ • if  »•■<•  -w-  »wt  • •■  i-4l®  l>4K|^<i^fc  * irW'liMB  •■ ' •4t*  imht.  i 

fti'*’a4  *■**  iti*  wall  awfwvaV  ■IfitiAMi  ii««»|  t) I •••%  4*<|J  a«v<  I 

!>  m*  ww  « «<wa «<  ■»«/  i<»w*  «•  TW4  «4w  . '•*  wf«<f  ^ ^isit  *1 

1 «i»i  iwa  ai  ’ .j  .i'  . rfi 

1«  w . w > . -,.  *4  *•  ’••f  ' 

» *.  ■ » . '•»■•  4 '— <!*  4mJ1  I III  4r'l  ,„.  i s^j  ^1)14' 

.fcM '■■  •■*  •<«  *«#'-* 

-tt*  «»*^  Wfiaa>,w«,t  .*<1  i«-i.»4.»  ttta  laRi  MMik.:  Im  a ' •t-ffwip 
;•  I a»a»  f|  IMP -- ^ ' •■*4  ►"»MaMC'Wki- ‘ '•  > . *4  .^«i  *,»*#  fcr^ 

v*a  ajrftJt  - • - ••«*’'.  '-•'  • •iH  •!  • »■•  Httw'-  MV*  ail 

. » ■•  • ■!  •***  latjMMl  ■'  :f  y*H  ' < 

_ 'kf.h^fca*  ■ 

»'••  .fi  *.  an*w  • ‘ • 

.t  w*0tmf  mmm  M 4t»P 

. y;J*4»Vi  (t*  ^ >a  a MN 

• * I * '4r« 


1-41  » ’ 


:i 


T.JtJtl 


v--«  i-tj 


. 4^  <M  1%  •^44\ 

fua  t'W'tIMM 

i':.: 

mt  *4  atfxi  f'ffp  ' 

•fift  - J a^*  4^ 

«if4*«^.4  ~ ■ i * ^ ' C.i^f 

• if  - , ■ « ••  ->«! 

*.fH  W f - t.  t-  • .«•>  aiat 

'■  -"I  tHt  v i 

*4b-^  -■*.  '■*- 

* *f  I t ■■  '-#"* 

- ailliiw  If  WM  aa  ; * atJ* 


i 

•nil''*'  »«• 

i«a  »f^  foMi. 

„ _ , _ ■*»  • '•%  » titmm 

*w|  • 41  0t0t  t * : 1 m»  rnmm  arft 

at  ■•  ■ ' tf  ■•  aaa 

t • A 04  t*'  »*i'  ' !>•••  W* 


•fl 


a K 'Wiaii 

■kw  ‘11,4.  fi  l"  14. 

'•  ilivl'trt  im|  a*.., 

^ A*d  0--  .TfVi’iM.I 

■■•*►!•}  • '•  ••»■ 

" ::3^^ 
-'100 


„ »a  - -l%t!  I pt-m  ic- 

||*«|J|  *•  f 1 1-  «1  Sfttiw&J*. 

• ->  0AiHA  4iA0di  ^4t%*  • 'If  %t  lAtiflfH ' 

•*  tanfaff  mp  tr 


■ *■■  tf  , - # * «-  • a . I 4 , -.JiaMB  IKM  • i 

a '-'t  aijW  -■<•■••  '•  V ^ ' aM>-i>  -iU 

• e-*4a4*  .»  ««  wi  K<’  a-ilM  1 •aaiMta'.:.| 

#■-•>61'  ...  ^ «»'  #41  Mf  Ipf'.^L  ■» 'Iff  ttppu. 

aM 


iia  p »■•■••>  MtMWt  4tfffa 
• '*a4f  .*1  .t  WiTl  Hi 


>14 


■ im  rH|i 


’ » tfeHl  I 


if' 


•#t  ,a>ao  ##« 
•«<  aailt 


m't  a^H  aj  V*  t**a« 

Oak  •M’!!t 

0%dmPm0  00-0  fmrnpr^mi 

t*  ■ -w-ll 

Vaiffv  PiM  aaaPB  la# 

MB  14  I « '>.4 

0m  It  •*< -tfai  a## 

• 1 f'CaP# 

1 CC). 

««.  ft«a  «4j| 

■I'ii  ‘-a 

• •fl  nmPA  ‘la  0040P^0k^ 

^'•;.i.  :•  vtaai^  aaf^aPlwwiI  '^ 
taaa.4. ..  UnMnWapli ' Jt  . 
lac««w  /tp  6lf  . 

Via  ' ' ' ‘ *•  aaai  «*  f.ib  a4L|v|^^''  i 
44V^«  'Til  »«M*  aa;  «.  * 
-aMt  r . |^l*i4M|  Jkt  • if  JM  V i_v|: 

fe»  ^mtO  aiu  f «'.!>'  i0Um  *-  - .\ 


64 


tached  to  one  of  tlieso  uiuatcr  day 
tisthcriiiiis.  It  was  one  of  the  gala 
days  of  the  year  and  it  requires  no  very 
great  imagination  to  picture  the  large 
concourse  of  people  that  would  con- 
gregate around  the  taverns  and  the 
green  at  Bridgeport,  to  watch  the 
various  squads  of  militia  execute  their 
tnaiuBUvre.o,  amid  the  applause  of  the 
spectators  and  the  rattle  of  accouter- 
ments. Old  Mr.  Tooker,  then  a feeble, 


white-haired  man,  .jiice  remarked  to 
mo  that  he  had  never  eaten  any  thing 
that  t.asted  quite  as  good  as  the  old 
fashioned  ridged,  training  day  ginger- 
bread that  was  made  for  those  occas- 
sions. 

A branch  of  the  Harris  family  emi- 
grated to  the  state  of  Texas  and  be- 
came prominent  in  its  aflairs.  Harris 
county  in  that  state  takes  its  name  from 
this  branch  of  the  Hams  family. 


The  First  Congregational  Church 


By  EcJvA/in  JW&dd&n. 


A majority  of  this  church  seceded 
from  tlie  We-sleyan  church  in  the  year 
1809.  The  Wes'eyan  church  general 
conference  ius-cried  in  ttieir  iliscipline, 
making  it  obligatory  in  fiis  denomina. 
tion  that  no  p'-rsoii  slmuld  ire  a mem- 
ber of  llii.s  ctuircli  who  was  in  any  way 
connected  with  any  secret  society,  es- 
pecially F"ec  Mm.'Ods  or  Old  Fellows. 
This  brought  forth  a division  of  senti- 
ment ill  the  dciiouiinaiion,  as  li.r.ny 
inenihers  >ook  the  ground  iha'  Wes- 
leyan Metnoilism  liad  fuUiMed  its  mis- 
sion in  till!  at)olitioii  of  slavery.  All 
will  acknowledge  that  the  Wesleyan 
Metliodist  church  accociplish  d great 
good  in  that  cause  and  llial  it  was  en- 
titled to  great  credit  for  i^s  noh  c 
work.  On  tho  other  Iniiul,  many 
claimed  tliat  the  conference  had  over- 
stepped  its  nuthorily  in  dieliitiug  to  the 
churches  in  regard  to  wlioiii  it  sh.ould 
receive  as  members  They  claimed 
that  tills  decision  sliou’d  be  left  to  the 
local  clr’.rch,  hence  the  division  of  the 
church  at  Seneca  Falls 

Tho  people  who  8"cedcd  formed 
what  is  known  as  the  ‘‘First  Congre- 
gational Society  of  Seneca  Falls.” 
I heir  first  meeting  was  iti  flood  Temp- 
lars’ hall  or  what  is  now  known  as 
rythiaii  hall.  Their  finst  meeting  to 
form  the  cliurch  was  railed  Dceeinhi  r 
0,  1809.  Steps  were  taken  to  inco'- 
poratc  it  as  a religious  society,  Docem- 
ber  17.  1809. 

llcv.  W.  W.  Lyle  was  chosen  as  pas- 
tor, oflicers  were  elected  and  p’ans  put 
in  operation  to  form  and  build  up  a 
strong  society  in  this  commuiiitj'.  A 
Sabbath  school  witli  full  corps  of 
teachers  with  aviTage  attendanco  of 
two  hundred  was  organized.  Edwin 
Mcdden  was  superintendent,  llev.  W. 
W.  Lyle  was  assistant. 

In  the  ineanlimo  arrangetnent-s  were 
being  made  to  secure  a house  of  wor- 
ship. A subscription  was  started  for 
that  purpose.  The  effort  was  not  so 


siiccos-ful  as  was  expected  because 
etner  dciiouiiiiatlons  started  to  do  the 
s.ame.  'I'nis,  of  course,  lessened  all 
amounts.  If  the  other  churches  had 
d -laycd.  it  would,  no  doubt,  have  bcco 
a beii'  fit  to  all,  especially  to  the  Con- 
greg-itioiial  church. 

It  was  thought  best  to  build  as  many 
of  our  best  edizens  encouraged  us  in 
our  endeavor  A lot  was  purchased 
from  Mr.  D.avis  for  $3, .'>00.  He  do- 
naicd  .'?.j00,  thus  making  the  cost 
$3,000.  A house  stood  upon  this  lot; 
th's  was  sold  and  rcinovc‘1  for  .$200. 
Work  was  hcgini  at  once  upon  this 
pr  perty.  August  19,  1870,  the  cere- 
moiibfs  of  laying  the  corner  stone  took 
phve.  P'lret,  a council  of  Congri-ga- 
tioiial  minisii.-rs  was  held  at  the  hall 
w'lierc  tho  church  was  recognized  by 
the  council  as  a Congregational  church 
ill  full  slaiiding.  Following  this,  the 
ceremony  of  laying  the  corner  stone 
t'‘Ok  p'acc  Itcv  T Iv.  Beecher,  of 
E'mira.  delivered  the  address,  subject, 
“Why  am  I a Congiegationali't?” 

The  cornerstone  is  in  the  northeast 
corner  of  the  tower.  The  following 
nriicles  wore  deposited  in  the  stone: 
1st,  a copy  of  the  Bible,  2nd,  Manual 
and  Historical  record  of  the  Congrega- 
tionnl  church,  3rd,  Memorial  .JiBilec 
medal  of  the  l>andii!g  of  the  I’llirrinis 
250  years  previous,  4th,  United  States 
silver  half-<lollar,  5th,  fractional  cur- 
iHiicy,  Cth,  ca’alognes  of  village  mnnu- 
factiliiiig  firms,  7th,  village  news- 
papers, 8ih,  village  charter.  9th,  list 
of  village  chnri-hes  and  names  of  pas- 
tors, 10th,  l!--!  of  teachers  in  public 
schools,  inernhers  of  board  of  educa- 
tion, 11th.  copies  of  ‘‘New  York  In- 
dependent,” ‘‘Chicago  "Advance”  and 
‘‘Cla-igow  Chri->tiaii  News.”  12th, 
minutes  of  New  York  State  Associa- 
tion of  Congregational  churches. 

The  church  was  finished  and  dedi- 
cate! for  pufilic  worship,  'fhursday, 
Sept.  21,  1871.  The  sermon  was 
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)reaclied  by  Rev.  Edward  Taylor,  D. 

of  Biiigbainton,  N.  Y.  The  con-- 
libntioD  taken  up  that  cveiiiiii^ 

luouutcd  to  S2,228.  The  inoiuborship 
t this  time  was  oue  hundred  and  two. 

After  the  church  was  finished  and 
ledicated  it  became  necessary  to  raise 
san  on  the  bond  and  mortgage  upon 
hurch  property.  This  business  was 
ilaced  in  the  liands  of  Die  followimr 
ommittec:  Rev.  W W.  Lyle,  Win  l” 
lellows  and  Dr.  R.  Duulu.in,  The 
oau  of  $J  1,000  was  obiained  from  the 
lerkshire  Life  Insuranc*  Company,  of 
Lass.,  on  condition,  first,  that  ’the 
nembers  of  the  society  shonid  sicnre 
everal  individual  life  insnianco  poli- 
ies , second,  that  an  endowment  pol'cy 
f $5,000  should  be  sccuia d upon  some 
udividual  for  the  church.  Thi.s  aiiKuint 
ras  to  be  used  to  help  cancel  the  debt, 
'he  bondsmen  were  Cliarles  Seikell, 
[orace  Seckell,  William  lit'lh'ws,  Wil* 
am  King  and  Edwin  Medden. 

The_  burden  was  heavy,  for  tlie  an- 
ual  interest  oti  policy  amounted  to 
460;  the  antuial  inter-st  at  7 per 
ent  on  loan  was  $080.  making  a total 
f $1,440,  aside  from  rutining  ex 
enses  of  the  church.  Speakers  were 
Jcured  at  difierent  times  to  attempt  to 
tiisc  the  debt  by  subscription.  The 
ivo  principal  speakers  w<  re  Rev.  .Mr. 
res  of  Auburn  and  Rev.  Mr.  Hop- 
•orth  of  New  York.  Ttiey  succeeded 

I raising  the  amount  needed,  but,  un- 
)rtunately,  a large  number  neglected 
J pay.  lor  three  years  the  bondsmen 
■aid  the  interest  on  loan  $980  to  re- 
eve tho  society  and  enable  iliein  to 
ecover  and  pay,  if  possible,  the 
mount  of  the  loan.  It  seemed  as  if 
1C  society  was  doomed,  but  tlie  ineiu- 
ers  were  united  and  determined  to  do 

II  that  was  possible  to  save  the  church. 

The  bondsmen,  in  the  meanlime, 

otified  the  holders  of  the  mortgage  to 
)reclose  and  make  an  agreement  with 
le  Berkshire  -Life  Insurance  Com- 
any,  allowing  the  bondsmen  to  bid  it 
1 for  the  society  at  $10,000.  taking  a 
lortgage  without  bond  for  that 


amount.  The  bondsmen  agreed  to 
paY  ihe  balance  on  first  mortca^'o  of 
nearly  $7,000. 

Accordingly,  the  church  was  sold  by 
sherill’s  sale  at  tho  Hoag  House.  It 
w.as  bid  iu  by  the  bondsmen  for  the 
above  sum  and  made  over  to  tho  so- 
ciety. 

After  another  struggle  the  churches 
of  the  Congregational  body  of  New 
\ork^  state  and  seveial  of  our  most 
promineiii  citizens  came  to  the  rescue. 
Among  iliese  kind  friends  were  H.C. 
SiUby.  Albert  JeweH.  J.  B .lohnson” 
11.  \Y.  Knight  and  others.  At  last 
the  -society  succeeded  in  freeing  tho 
chuich  from  (ieht.  It  is  .so  to  day 
Sh  'itly  after  Mr.  J.  B .Johnson  in  his 
will  dmiatcd  $2,000  for  the  support  of 
the  church,  Ihis  is  now  invested  in  a 
parsonage.  The  church  was  freed 
from  indebtedness  July  3.  1881.  The 
following  gentlemen  served  as  pa.stor8 
for  supplies  to  the  pulpit:  Revs.  VV 
W’.  Lyle,  Mr.  Fessendi-n,  Dr.  Hol- 
brook, .Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Kinniouth, 
Mr.  Bell.  Dr.  Bratlfonl,  Dr.  Betcr 
Lindsey,  Mr.  Kawsdi,  Henry  Margetts, 
and  Rev.  Dr.  A.  W.  Taylor,  present 
pastor,  who  has  served  us  eleven  years. 

In  all  the  pears  of  onr  tinaneial  dif- 
ficulties and  trial  the  members  of  the 
church  wore  ns  a unit,  working  to- 
gether in  all  tiiat  pertained  to  the  wel- 
Liro  of  ilie  church  and  the  cause  of 
Christ.  Tho  Congregational  church 
of  Seneca  tails  has  won  a name  for 
faiflifulnc.ss  and  devotion  to  tho  cause, 
(led  liiul  been  our  guide  in  all  onr' 
troiililes,  has  been  hle.ssed  spiritually. 
Ill  onr  dnrkc.st  days  n;sny  were  con- 
verted and  brought  into  the  kingdom 
of  Chri.st.  Muc'i  good,  we  trust  has 
been  dona  in  Cod’s  service  tlirough  the 
Congregational  church.  Though  many 
made  sacrifice  to  the  extent  of  loss  of 
pro])orty,  yet  God  blessed  them  because 
of  their  loyalty  to  his  cause.  Most  of 
the  heavy  burdens  bearers  have  passed' 
away  to  their  reward,  but  the  church 
to-day  honors  their  memory  and  de- 
votion to  the  cause  of  Christ. 


The  Streets  of  Seneca  Falls. 

BY  MISS  JANET  COWING. 


This  subject  was  orginally  assigned 
to  the  late  Aliss  Jennie  W'ilcoxen,  and 
her  notes  have  been  freely  used  in  this 
paper. 

W'e  first  bcgni  with  the  map  of 
Wilhelmus  Mynderse,  dated  Scpicmber 
15th,  1825,  which  was  a description  of 
the  State  100  acres,  situated  in  the 
south  east  corner  rif  the  Da  100  in  the 
Township  of  Junius,  county  of  Sencc'i, 
set  off  as  his  .sliare  in  tho  partition  of 
the  estate  of  the  proprietors  of  Seneca. 
Ihe  original  streets  were  tlie  Seneca 
Turnpike  road  or  Fall  street,  Cayuga 
street  avenue  and  State  street;  Cainal 
street  was  l;iid  out  but  not  named 

A map  of  the  village  made  by  John 
Burton,  surveyor,  in  1835,  shows  all 
the  steers  of  the  town  at  that  time. 

Running  parallel  with  Seneca  river 
and  directly  noith  of  it  was  Fall  street, 
so  named  from  the  fall  in  the  river  and 
grade  of  the  street.  Extending  from 
I' all  street  north,  was  Cap'uga  street, 
(nanied  from  our  beautiful  lake).  State 
street  comes  next,  thence  Mynderse 
street,  named  for  Wilhelmus  Mynderse 
one  of  the  origint.1  proprietors  of  the 
town  of  Seneca,  and  which  was  the 
western  boundary  of  his  land,  Clinton 
street  named  after  Dewitt  C.  Clinton, 
governor  of  the  Slate  of  New  York, 
anri  next  is  Walnut  street. 

East  from  Cayuga  street,  tliere  v.-a.s 
Boyd,  known  afterwards  as  “Pig 
Lane,'’  a short  street  running  from 
Cayuga  to  Fall,  named  after  James 
Boyd.  An  old  deed  .speaks  of  him  as  a 
“Merchant  of  New  Y>.rk.” 

Dey  street,  the  great  coasting  region 
running  down  hill  all  the  way  to  Sen- 
eca  I'unipikc  or  Fall  street  and  named 
after  Charles  and  Anlhony  Dey,  prom 
iiicnt  bu.aiiicss  men  of  the  place. 

Prospect  street,  named  after  Pros- 
pect hill,  now  traversed  by  the  New 
York  Central  railroad.  From  this 
point,  a view  of  Seneca  Falls  was 
takon  iu  1817. 


Johnston  street  named  after  John 
Johnston,  the  father-in-law  of  the  late 
Mr.  Irederick  B.  Swaby,  who  gave 
this  -Street  to  the  village.  .Maple  street 
runs  north  from  Johnston,  through  the 
Swaby  addition.  ” 

In  that  portion  of  the  village  known 
83  the  “Flats,”  arc  Wall  street  at  the 
foot  of  which  lived  Thomas  I.  Paine, 
who  operated  a chandelrj,  and  was 
known  for  his  great  size. 

Lawrence  street  was  evidently 
named  after  Lawrence  VnnClccf. 

On  the  map  of  1825  the  jjark,  the 
Wilhelmus  Mynderse,  was  laiil  out, 
but  not  ii.amed,  so  between  Cayuga  aud 
Slate  streets  are  North  and  South  i’ark 
streets,  west  from  State  street  is  Jefl- 
erson  .street  a short  street  e.xtcnding 
only  to  Maynderse.  ** 

Then  comes  Chajifl, extending  to  the 
western  limits  of  village,  ami  John 
street  a short  street  north  of  Chapel. 

Between  Stale  and  Mynderse  is  Troy 
street. 

On  Frenetic’s  map  of  1856  in  the  Ist 
ward,  n.nth  of  Troy  street,  a portion  of 
land  owm-d  by  Daniel.s,  Mynderse  and 
VaiiCliief  w.as  laid  out  in  village  lots 
and  Daniel’s  street  running  from  Troy 
to  Clinton,  and  VauClcef  street,  also 
running  from  Troy  to  Clinton,  were 
named  afier  George  B.  Daniels  aud  Al- 
exaiider  \'anCIcef. 

West  of  Mynderse  was  Oak  street, 
extending  to  the  western  limit  of  the 
village,  running  parallel  with  New 
York  Central  railroad  from  Mynderse. 
Goulds  No  2 shop  faces  Oak  aud 
Heath  streets.  West  of  Clinton  was 
Miller,  named  after  Deacon  Peter  Miller 
who  kept  a tavern  and  was  a deacon  in 
the  I’rc'-bytcri'in  church. 

A map  of  village  lots  made  by  Gil- 
bert Wilcoxen  in  1858  shows  the  ex- 
tention  of  the  village  north  of  Fall 
and  west  of  Walnut  north  of  the  rail- 
road  ; and  west  of  Walnut  were  40  acres 
of  laud  owned  by  J.  Thompson,  ei- 
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;endius:  40  rods  wide  to  the  north. 
Parallel  with  and  west  of  Thompson’s 
property  was  liutnsey  street  extciuling 
lorth  from  Thompson’s  land  and  cut- 
;ing  Rumsey  were  Uhcstnut,  Chapel, 
Pleasant  and  Kidge.  These  streets  are 
17  to  50  feet  wide. 

A map  showing  extension  of  these 
streets  east  through  Thompson’s  prop- 
erty was  made  in  May  1870,  with  addi. 
lion  of  North  street  at  noriJiern  end  of 
Thompsoti’s  land.  South  of  railroad; 
Miller  street  was  extended  further 
west. 

Dr.  H.  H.  Heath’s  addition,  orginally 
puuchased  from  Wakt  man  Hiur,  ran 
from  the  river  to  the  northern  limit  of 
the  village.  Dr.  Heath  was  our  oldest 
homeopathic  physician. 

Tlic  Rumsey  addition,  known  as 
Rumseyville  was  purchased  of  Dr. 
Heath  in  18.58  by  John  A.  Rumsey  and 
laid  out  in  lots  and  ran  from  Oak 
street  to  near  the  norllicrn  limit  of  the 
village.  The  street  which  bears  his 
name  runs  to  Fall  and  is  continued  to 
the  river  through  the  Fred  M.aicr  ad- 
dition. 

In  the  Hn.Hh  addition  was  Rumsey 
street  49  1 2 feet  wide.  Lincoln  49  1-2 
feet  wide,  named  for  our  martyred 
president.  Fall  street  is  C6  feet  wide 
at  this  point.  Then  Heath  street  run- 
ning from  Fall  to  O.ak  and  is  the  near- 
est way  to  Gould’s  No.  2 shop. 

A map  of  lots  in  second  ward,  medo 
for  the  ocncca  Falls  co-opcniiivc  build 
ing  lot  as>.'Ociation,  by  Gili>ci  t W'llooxcn 
surveyor,  gave  the  adciition  of  three 
streets  running  west  from  State  street 
100  feet.  Porter  was  nnimd  after  J. 
Porter. 

Ho.ston  avemiG  and  Puller  were 
named  after  Sol.Pntler.  a noted  colored 
indiviilnal  of  this  village,  who  lived 
there.  Further  north  another  J.  A. 
Rumsey  addition  gave  us  Pullalo  and 
Tyre  avenues,  west  of  State. 

C)n  the  south  side  of  the  river  and 
parallel  with  it  were  Canal  street  and 
Payard  street.  The  latter  was  named 
for  Stephen  N Bayard,  one  of  tlic  or- 
iginal land  owners.  Extending  south 
from  Bayard  was  Ovid  street  so  named 
from  the  village  of  Ovid,  which  is  six- 
teen miles  directly  south.  This  street 


divides  the  Third  and  Fourth  wards. 

Scuter  named  after  Senier  M.  GiJ 
digiis,  (atid  should  be  spelled  with  an 
S.)  The  street  runs  south  and  east  and 
strikes  Ovid;  tlience  Bridge,  Swahy, 
named  after  Frederick  B.  Swaby,  the 
pioiu  cr  of  tiir.t  fainily.  Toledo,  ilicn 
Sackett,  named  from  Cary  V.  Sackett, 
these  last  tlirce  mcnloned  arc  short 
streets  running  through  to  llaigh. 

Williams  a short  street  running 
from  Bridge  to  Swaby.  llaigh  street 
was  named  after  Mr.  Gary  V. 
Saeketl’s  wife.  She  wa.s  Atm  llaisrh. 
wi.s  also  a relative  of  the  Swnby’s.  It 
runs  west  from  Bridge  to  western 
limit  of  village.  Barker,  short  street 
running  east  from  Itridge  to  Ovid. 

Next  tlie  J.  T.  Miller  aihlition  in 
wliioh  they  have  opened  Maynard  and 
Mechanic  streets,  which  run  through  to 
Ovid.  Next  the  3rd  Ward  laiilding 
lot  association  No.  2 surveyed  by 
Martin  O'Neil  for  'I'liomas  McGovern, 
Sr.,  in  v\hich  has  boon  opened  Shain- 
rotk  avenue.  In  front  of  3rd  ward 
school  liousc  is  Seneca  Lane  running 
from  Hnigh  to  Meclmnio.  Returning 
to  East  Itayard  street,  we  find  Spring 
running  south  to  Chapin;  White  run- 
ning south  to  Garticn,  Goodwin  a 
short  street  rutiniiig  south  to  Elm,  and 
named  after  Mr.  11.  Goodwin,  who 
bnilt  and  lived  in  the  house  known  as 
tliC  Tyler  honn  stead. 

Sti  ven-on  runs  south  from  Bayard  to 
corporaticn  limit,  was  named  for  John 
Stcven-oii,  Sr.,  who  lived  at  the  junc- 
tion of  (Jarden  and  Stevensnr..  It  is 
now  traverS('J  by  tin'  electric  road. 

'llien  Grc'ii  running  from  Ovid  cast 
Stevenson  street  through  T3ler  addi. 
tion,  Gartlcn  from  Ovid  cast  to  Steven- 
son, Monigeinery,  a short  .street  (con- 
necting G.''cen  with  Garden)  runs 
thrnugli  tho  J.  P.  Cowing  addition, 
named  for  Wni.  Montgomery,  the  first 
resident  on  tlie  s'rcet.  Next  East  ave. 
Canoga,  Sherman  and  Fayette  streets 
laid  out  on  the  Tyler  additions,  but 
not  vet  opened  Mumford  street  run. 
ning  north  from  Bayard  to  Latham, 
named  after  Jlr.  S.  T.  Mumford  who 
owned  and  built  the  house  now  occu- 
pied by  Mrs.  Owen  W.  Smyth. 
Washington  street  (originally  Mynderse 


69 


street)  afterwards  changed  to  Wash- 
ington in  lionor  of  the  (Father  of  bis 
C(  untiy)  ; runs  from  Bayard  to  Seneca 
Turnpike.  Jay  is  a short  street  run- 
r.ing  north  from  Bay  rd  street  to  Seneca 
street.  I.atham  street  is  a jiart  of  tho 
La’hani  addition,  owned  byObadinli  S. 
LuMir.m,  running  from  Washington  to 
Mumford  street.  Another  short  street 
oil  from  Washington  is  Troup  street 
named  from  Robert  Troup,  District 
Judge  of  ihe  United  Slates  lor  the 
District  of  New  York  in  1798,  once 
owner  of  a lifth  part  of  the  town  of 
Seneca.  This  street  runs  over  tho 
brow  of  the  hill  and  i.s  sup.posed  to 
connect  with  a bridge  at  that  point. 
Adams  .<>irect  rums  east  from  Washing- 
ton to  Jay  street,  through  tlio  J.  I’. 
Cowing  addiiion. 

“llie  land  of  tiic  Ith  waril  building 
association,  formerly  (he  Seldcii  (Jhap^ 
in  farm,  in  tho  sonihe.Hst'Tii  part  of 
tho  town,  was  suivovcd  by  G.  Wil- 
coxen  and  Smith  in  1872.  East  from 
Ovid  and  perpondicnlar  to  it,  running 
east,  are  Chapin  slrcet,  49  1-2  feH 
wide  (named  for  Selden  Chajiin) 
Boardinan  street,  GO  feet  wide,  named 
for  Dcming  Boardman,  Sr.,  and  South 
street,  60  feet  wide. 

Between  Cliajiin  and  South  streets, 
running  north  and  south  and  east  of 
Ovid  street  are  Hoag  street,  oG  feet 
wide,  named  for  Milton  lleag.  Smith 
slrcet,  60  feet  wide,  and  Hp.wIcv  street, 
CO  feet  wide,  named  for  (,’linrles  A. 
Hawley,  Cuddcback  street,  GO  feet 
wide,  named  for  .lohii  (’nddcback, 
Davis  street,  GO  feet  wide,  named  for 
Adclbert  S.  Davis.  Between  Board 
man  and  South  streets,  running  north 
and  sontli,  is  Spring  street,  GO  feet 
wide.  This  makes  an  addition  of  nine 
streets. 

On  West  Bayard  street  and  west  of 
the  stone  house  occupied  by  the  late 
Wm.  Van  Rensselaer,  the  land  famil- 
iarly known  as  “Sackett’s  sixty  acre 
lot,”  was  laid  out  in  village  lots  and 
streets,  the  names  of  which  arc  as  fo|. 
lows;  Van  lionssclaer,  Courtland,  Hos- 
ter.  Providence,  Chicago,  Baltimore, 
California.  These  streets  run  south  to 
the  Driving  Park. 

Cayuga  and  State  streets  are  the 


widest  in  town  Bayard  comes  next. 

At  a sheriff’s  sale  i.ssued  out  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  the  (’ounty 
of  Seneca,  in  March,  1847,  against  the 
real  cathte,  etc.,  of  Antliony  Dry^  in  a 
description  of  certain  iiicccs  and  part 
cels  of  iaml,  there  wa.s  one  as  follows; 
‘•A  vacant  lot  rn  Cayuga  street,  north 
of  Bunt  street,”  I find  that  Bunt  street 
leads  oil’ from  Boyd  street,  back  of  the 
Rumsey  and  Sil.sby  dwellings  to  the 
old  cemetery  'J'he  lot  mentioned  as 
being  norlli  of  Bunt  street  is  now  oc- 
cniiicd  by  Charles  Fr.ank  Hammond. 

SIIKKII  K'S  SAI.E. 

By  virinc  < f an  Execution  i.ssued  out 
of  the  Court  of  Common  I’loas  in  and 
for  the  Ccnniy  of  Seneca,  to  me  di- 
rected and  ilclivered,  against  itic  goods 
and  oliat'cts,  lands  and  tenement.s.  rc.al 
C'^’alc  and  clmtiels  of  Anthony  Dc.v,  in 
my  Bailiwick  1 have  sciz  -d  and  taken 
all  the  right,  title,  inteie-.t  .and  catate 
which  the  said  Anthony  I)ey  had  on 
the  2Gth  d.ay  of  May,  A !>.,  18tC,  or 
which  he  may  have  since  acquirerl,  of, 
in  and  to  all  the  land-i  and  premises 
In  reinaficr  nn  ntioiied  and  described, 
to  wit:  All  tho.=c  certain  pieces  or  par- 
cels of  land  Situate,  lying  .and  being 
in  (he  vil'ngc  of  Seneca  Fall-,  on  lot 
100  of  Junies,  now  Seneca  Falls, 
known  and  ilistingui^lied  as  lots  Nos. 
tlireo,  four,  five,  six,  seven,  eight, 
nine,  ten,  eleven  and  twelve  on  Fall 
street,  also  Nos.  one,  three,  five, 
seven,  nine,  cieven  anti  thirteen  on 
Dcy  sirecl.  al.so  Nos.  twenty-'ncven, 
tw-enty  eight,  twenty-nine,  thirty  six, 
ti:irty-eigtit  and  forty  on  Cay  nga  street, 
also,  a vacant  lot  on  Cayuga  street, 
north  of  Bunt  street,  also  the  Woolen 
Factory  lot.  having  fifty  feet  front 
on  hall  street  with  Waiir  [lOwer  equal 
to  one  and  a h.alf  Runs  of  .Stone  on 
what  is  called  1 ley’s  rsce;  also  lot  No. 
thirteen  on  Fall  street,  licing  one  hun- 
dred feet  front,  containing  nearly  three 
fmrth's  of  an  .acre  of  land,  on  which 
is  situated  a commodious  dwelling 
house,  as  the  said  lot.s  are  laiil  down  on 
a map  of  s-ij  village,  niadn  by  John 
Burton,  E-q.,  for  V.  B.  Ryerson,  and 
so  described  on  a map  thereof,  now  on 
file  in  the  tfSce  of  the  Clerk  of  said 
couuty,  all  of  which  aforesaid  proi>crtyr 
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I shall  expose  for  sale  at  public  auction 
at  the  Clinton  House  now  kept  by 
David  Milk,  in  the  village  of  Seneea 
Falls,  on  Friday,  the  thirteenth  day  of 
April  ncit,  at  ten  of  the  clock  in  the 
forenoon  of  that  day. — Dated  at 
Waterloo,  the  23d  day  of  March, A.  D. 
18i7. 

HUGH  CHAPMAN,  Sheriff. 
ByJosepu  C.  Payne,  Under  Sheriff. 

At  Kestvale  cemetery,  “at  that  vil- 
lage white  and  still,”  are  four  streets, 
named  by  ihe  late  Mrs.  Laura  llussell, 
viz:  Sunnysidc  Ave.,  Laurel  Ave., 
Woodlawn  Ave.  and  Magnolia  Ave. 

Maplewood  addition,  south  side  of 
river,  west  part  of  village,  west  of 
Catholic  church,  surveyeel  tiy  G.  Wil- 
coxen,  1900,  and  laid  out  in  streets, 
running  parallel  north  and  south  froiu 
Bajard  to  Haigh,  50  feet  wide. 

Most  of  the  additirns  surrounding 
the  town  were  surveyed  and  laid  out 
at  different  times  by  G.  Wilcoxen,  sur- 
veyor, and  all  the  various  maps  of  the 
town  arc  supposed  to  be  filed  at  the 
County  Clerk's  office. 

There  arc  now  a little  over  thirty- 
one  miles  of  streets  in  Seneca  Falls, 
and  if  one  shou'd  traverse  them  in  a 
day,  they  would  have  all  the  fresh  air 
and  exercise  the  most  strenuous  advo- 
cates of  these  helps  would  advise. 

In  naming  the  streets  our  citizens 
showed  honor  both  to  the  great  men 
of  the  nation  and  the  entcrpni-ing  citi- 
zens  of  the  town,  a’so  large  cities.  I 
will  recapitulate  a few  : Washington, 
Adams,  .)<  ITirson.  Lincoln,  .lay,  Clin- 
ton, Mynderse,  Bayard,  Trou]),  Boyd, 
VanCleef,  Daniels,  Saekett,  Swaby, 
Heath.  Cuddeback,  Hoag,  Hawley, 
Davis,  Rumscy  and  many  others. 

Only  three  of  the  men  after  whom 
these  streets  were  named  are  alive  to- 
day. It  h.as  been  said  that  the  streets 
of"  Seneca  Falls  were  originally  laid 
out  on  the  Indian  trails,  and  from  their 
irregularity  this  may  bo  readily  be- 
lieved. So  diversified  is  the  surface 
that  one  would  think  them  almost  pat- 
terned after  Rome  and  laid  out  on 
seven  hills.  There  was  a hill  on  Cay- 
uga street,  from  the  corner  of  Boyd 
street.  Pig  Lane  or  Trinity  Lane  as  it 
is  now  called,  to  Heskins  corner, 


where  boys  and  girls  coasted.  The 
hill  on  Ca3Uga  street  near  where  the 
railroad  is  now  (not  under  the  arch) 
was  many  feet  steeper  and  afTerded 
groat  fun  for  the  school  children. 
There  was  a steep  hill  on  Fall  street, 
near  the  old  Beehive,  corner  of  Wal- 
nut street.  Some  old  houses  standing 
there  now  show  how  it  has  been  filled 
in. 

The  hill  on  Ovid  street,  beginning 
at  Bayard,  was  very  steep,  indeed,  and 
has  been  filled  in  with  tons  and  tons  of 
earth. 

Both  bridges  were  many  feet  lower 
and  the  lower  story  of  Goulds  shop, 
when  it  was  Andrew  P.  Tillman’s  resi- 
dence, was  on  a level  with  tlic  bridge. 
All  over  this  town  streets  have  been 
filled  in  that  way,  showing  enterprise 
on  the  part  of  the  people. 

Hardly  any  of  onr  streets  are 
straight,  they  run  along  for  a while, 
theti  vere  to  the  right  or  left,  according 
to  their  own  sweet  will.  But  if  our 
streets  are  a little  eccentric,  no  one 
will  question  that  our  goods  manu- 
factured in  our  numerous  factories  and 
sent  to  all  quarters  of  the  globe  are 
straight  goods. 

Speaking  of  regular  and  irregular 
streets  reminds  one  of  an  anecdote. 
A Philadelphian  stopping  in  Boston 
had  a gtent  deal  10  say  about  the  qticer 
streets  of  the  hub  of  the  Universe. 
“Your  streets  arc  so  crooked,”  said  he, 
••that  it  is  hard  getting  about.  If 
Boston  had  only  been  laid  out  like 
Philadelphia,  It  would  be  a much  finer 
city.”  -‘Well,”  replied  the  Boston 
man.  “if  Boston  ever  gets  to  be  as 
dead  as  Philadelphia,  wc  will  try  and 
lay  her  out  in  the  manner  yon  suggest.” 

So  wo  say  to  all  who  criticise  the 
irregularity  of  our  streets.  Seneca 
Falls  is  a live  town,  streets  and  all. 

The  map  shows  that  there  were 
plaster  mills,  saw  mills,  stone  mill, 
sash  factory,  barrcll  factory,  clock  fac- 
tory, paper  mill,  cotton  factory  and 
bleachery.  Globe  mill,  tannery,  now 
part  of  Goulds  building  No.  1,  Oil 
mills,  chair  factory,  etc.,  in  1835- 

The  map  1825  shows  saw  mills, 
grist  mill,  carding  and  fulling  mill. 

The  following  advertisement  from 
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an  old  paper  is  of  considerable  interest 
in  connection  with  this  subject  as 
showing  that  what  is  now  called  Water 
street  was  originally  considered  a part 
of  Fall  street. 

George  Shoemaker, 

Dealer  in  S'aple  and  Fancy 
DRY  GOODS.  GUOCKRIKS,  CROCK- 
ERY AND  hardware. 

At  the  stand  of  Shoemaker  & Co., 
on  Fall  street,  fronting  the  north  end 
of  the  new  bridge  in  the  west  end  of 
the  village,  will  always  have  on  band 
every  article  in  the  Dry  Goods  line; 
Groceries  of  every  dttscriplion ; Cn'ck- 
cry,  a full  assortment;  Shelf  Hard- 
ware, Nails,  Rope,  Stone  and  Earth'  U 
Ware,  Ac.  As  I have  determined 
to  conform  the  prices  of  Goods  to  the 
hardness  of  tlie  times,  Small  I’roJiU 
for  Good  Pay  is  the  n otto;  and  quali- 
ties considered;  I am  not  to  be  under- 
sold by  any  one.  Please  call  and 
examine.  Rotter.  Laid,  Pork,  Eggs, 
and  all  kind  of  produce  taken  iu  cx- 
cliange  for  goods. 

•lOIIN  SHOEMAKER  & Co  . at  the 
white  Brick  Mill,  nearly  opposite,  are 
at  all  times  paying  the  highest  prices 
in  cash  for  Wheat.  Corn.  Barley,  Rye, 
Clover  and  Timothy  soed,  &c. 

Seneca  Falls,  May  13.  1343. 
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The  First  Baptist  Church. 

BY  REV.  S.  M.  NEWLAND. 


In  presenting  this  paper  I desire  to 
make  acknowledgement  that  I ainijuite 
largely  indebted  to  the  llev.  Win.  K. 
Wrif  ht,  wh  1 was  pastor  of  the  Baptist 
church  of  this  place  a little  over  five 
years.  Ibis  pastorate  contiutnced 
Sep'tcmber  1873.  During  his  pastorate 
he  prepared  a historical  seinton  and  do 
livercd  it  on  tiie  tiftietli  auniversa’'j’  of 
the  constitution  of  the  church.  A copy 
of  this  senrou  was  loaned  mo  a few 
years  since  by  Mrs.  I'liebe  Dye,  when 
I hrst  prepared  for  iny  own  people  ver? 
largely  what  I shall  s.ay  lo-!ii.,lii,  and 
from  tills  sermon  1 gather  ino.-t  of  the 
items  of  the  first  fifty  years’  liistory  of 
the  Baptist  church  of  Seneca  Falls,' the 
old  rccorils  having  been  mostl)'  destroy- 
ed in  the  fire  of  1898,  while  in  k<a-p. 
ing  of  the  church  clerk.  Dr.  Lowe.  But 
no  01)0  acquainted  with  the  Uev.  Win. 
K.  \v  right  w ill  douti’.  but  unit  his  state- 
uieiils  are  correct  ns  fur  ns  ilie  records 
gave  him  knowledge  of  the  early  his. 
tory  of  tt)C  church.  From  this  sermon 
and  a few  ii:o.*'ger  records  found  and 
renieinbrancc  among  I be  older  meinhcrs 
of  the  church,  we  learn  that  wiiile  there 
had  hcru  ocrasional  Bapti.st  preaching 
in  the  villsgc  of  Scncca  Falls  previous 
to  the  year  1828.  it  was  not  until  in  the 
early  spring  of  that  yea'-  that  a Baji'i^t 
clurch  ill  Sencc.'i  Falls  took  on  form 
and  life.  During  the  winter  and  early 
spring  of  1827-28,  several  Baptist  f.am- 
ilies  moved  into  the  vilifigc  and  as  they 
bc'-ame  actpiainted  with  the  Baptists  al- 
ready here,  notiiing  more  natur.al  than 
that  a meeting  bo  called  to  see  what 
could  be  done  in  regard  to  a churcli  or- 
ganization. This  meeting  was  called. 
It  was  held  in  the  old  school  liouse  then 
staiivling  on  North  Park  street.  It  was 
on  Thursday  afternoon,  June  5 1828. 
At  this  nicetiiig  there  were  present. 
Abner  Carry,  Harris  Usher, L P.  Noble 
Polly  Wheeler,  Charlotte  Long,  Mary 
Ann  Cross,  Phebe  Cross,  Elizabeth 
Carry,  Huldah  Silsbee,  and  Harriet 


Noble,  ten  in  all.  This  gathering  was 
called  to  (-rder  by  Abner  Carry.  Ho 
was  chosen  model  ati'r,  and  L.  P.  Noble 
was  cli(\seii  clerk.  At  tnis  iiieoiing  it 
was  unauimi  usly  decided  that  it  was 
desirable  aud  expedient  to  form  a 
Bfiplist  organization  in  tire  village  of 
Seneca  Falls,  with  the  view  of  becom- 
ing a church  and  erecting  a church 
building  in  the  near  future.  Sucii  was 
the  nucleus,  tiie  bcgitining  of  tlio  Bap- 
tist church  of  Soiicca  Falls.  On  the 
23th  of  this  same  month,  the  nioiitli  of 
June,  one  by  namo.  Oraiiius  Alli'ii,cnuie 
to  the  village,  ami  proved  hiiii.‘-clf  a 
most  worthy  and  valuable  addition  to 
the  new  orgau'zation.  He  was  a li- 
ceiist  d preacher.  Ho  liad  pursued  a 
cour.se  of  Theological  studios  in  the 
Hamilton  sctniiinry.  He  became  at  once 
active  siui  earnest,  in  pushing  forward 
tlieiiew  it.terest,  aud  on  the  iCtli  of  July, 
proper  notice  having  been  given  an- 
other meeting  was  held  in  tiie  same 
nlace,  Lir  the  purpose  of  completing 
the  organization  a.s  a Baptist,  churcli,  or 
ns  tlicir  named,  the  Fir.st  Baptist  society 
in  the  vill.age  of  Sececa  Falls.  It  is 
eviderrt  from  tlris  meeliiig  tlnit  liioro 
were  a great  many  in  ilic  cozniiiunitj', 
at  leusi  frit  ii'lly  and  well  (ns|H>scil  to- 
waril  the  n ovcu'erit,  for  wo  find  that 
at  this  meeting  they  elected  nine  trus- 
tees The  names  of  these  first 
clioson  trustees  of  the  church  were 
Kbcrii  z-  f IiigalN,  Harris  Usher,  John 
W.  Wiifuton,  .loiiatlran  Metcalf,  Na- 
Mifin  Farnsworth,  Samuel  Brailley,  L. 
1’.  Notrie,  Abrirlianr  Payne  and  Tiromas 
Iloystoii,  John  Jlelcalf  was  chosen 
president  of  tiie  board,  L.  P.  Noble, 
clerk,  and  Harris  IJslicr  treasurer.  At 
tills  meeting  a committco  was  appointed 
to  searclr  out  and  get  terms  for  a lot 
suitable  for  a cimrcli  building.  On 
July  ‘2Cih,  F’amiio  Spear  united  with 
the  association,  and  August  30tli  Tiieo- 
polis  Cross  and  Jemima  Cross,  bis  wife 
cast  ill  their  lot  with  the  infant  church. 


73 


Thoir  mttnber  had  now  reached  four- 
teen. At  this  till  eli'ig  liehl  on  the  30th 
of  August,  1828,  tiiirtecn  ariicics  < f 
faith,  and  a (.thurch  Covenant  were 
adopted  ; this  set  to  all  int-mls  atxl  pur 
poses  constituted  the  organiz-ition  of  a 
regular  Baptist  church.  Bu'.  in  order 
t'l  receive  the  recognition  and  fellow 
ship  of  other  Baptist  churclics,  a c 'un- 
cil  represented  by  several  Baptist 
churclics  wf.B  called  on  the  15tii  of 
September,  1828.  Tliis  council  was 
for  the  doiibte  purpese  of  reeognizi'ig 
the  churcli  and  the  advisaiiiiity  of  set- 
ting apart  to  the  (lospi'l  iiiiiiistry,  Mr. 
Allen.  Nino  cliurclies  were  repre 
seiited  in  this  council  by  iiiiiedeon  dele- 
gates. Til  s nicelicg  wa-r  lield  in  the 
Presbyti'Ti.  II  (•Inirch,  the  ctiurch.  hav  ing 
been  kindl-y  ollcfc.l  for  the  purpose. 
It  is  recorded  that  both  tlio  recognition 
of  the  clinrch,  and  the  ordiiia'i'iii  of 
Mr.  Alien  were  liigli'.y  satisfarlory  to 
the  council.  At  the  next  c iivcnant 
meeting  of  the  cliurcb  lielil  Oc'ober 
25th,  Mr.  .\l!en  was  forimiily  ai-d  un- 
animously chosen  as  tii"  first  ii'stor. 
whi'o  L.  P.  Noble  was  chosen  church 
clerk  anil  Abner  Cnriy,  deaeon  At 
tliis  meeting  NelS'in  I’uyrio  was  re  cived 
as  the  first  candiib.te  for  Irsji'ism  and 
bapliz-d  on  the  following  day,  Sunday. 
'I’he  pastorale  of  t.'ie  Itev.  Mr.  Allen 
lasted  a little  over  throe  years.  Dur- 
ing this  pristor.ate  forly-fivts  were  added 
to  the  church  by  lifiplism  .amt  iliirty  by 
letter,  and  from  fourteen  nt  tlin  begin- 
niiig  as  constituent  mcmhcr-i,  at  tire 
close  of  this  pasbirstc  Hie  cliurch  re- 
ports a lucmircr.-liip  of  seviuity,  and 
during  this  time  a house  of  worshi[)  had 
been  erected.  It  was  a f'nme  build- 
ing, 4-t  feet  in  length  try  3G  in  width. 
It  li'id  galleries  on  both  side"  and  in  the 
rear  end.  There  was  a basement  to 
this  liuilding,  and  also  quite  a com 
manding  steeple.  It  liad  fifty  pews 
outside  of  the  galleries,  and  -vould  seat 
comfortably  .300  peo[)Ie.  Four  large 
pillars  sujiported  and  b.iaiitifiod  tlio 
front,  facing  the  '^ast,  or  Center  street. 
There  had  boon  various  lots  proposed 
beside  the  one  selected  and  on  which 
the  Baptist  churcli  now  stands  One 
on  Bridge  street  was  first  selected  aud 
Mr.  Payne  offered  to  give  one  on  the 


north  side  of  tfio  river,  but  the  present 
location  wa.s  limnll,-  decided  upon.  The 
lot  was  bougiit  of  (}.  V.  y.'icke't,  the 
consideration  was  $200,  hut  Mr. 
S.ackett  subscfibcil  -$200  on  the  chnrcli 
building,  so  virtually  ihe  lot  was  his 
subscrqition  tn  tliecliurcli.  Thu  build- 
ing couiniittCH  consisted  of  Messrs. 
Payne,  Ingalls,  and  Noble.  This 
building  co.st  n-'it  fur  from  .'?2,000.  It 
was  dcdic.itcd  .^Lly  30,  1330,  thougli 
Hi-rviui  S had  been  licld  "otnc’.inic  jire- 
vi'ius  to  this  in  tin:  has  mcnf,  d •iibtloss 
during  tlie  entire  winter  of  1829  and 
1830.  P was  not  dedicate!  free  of 
debt.  It  was  a sm"ll  indebtedness, 
only  ?300,  but  it  licca’ue  a sort  of 
trouble  and  an.xicty  in  .after  years. 
The  scats  v.  ere  r.-n'c-l,  the  rents  rang- 
ing fro  ti  .'?3  to  :fl.5.  Tills  church  ap- 
plied and  was  admitted  in'o  lire  On- 
tario Bvjiiist  a-soci.ation  of  churches  in 
1829.  Tli-3  associati  ’ii  then  being 
wider  in  Icrriforv  than  at  present  had 
tliirty  nine  rlinrclrcs  with  a m-omber- 
sliip  of  over  2,(500.  Tlie  Ontario  asso- 
ciaii-ur  of  Baptist  chnr'’hos  met  with 
tliis  ciiiirch  for  rlie  fir.st  time  in  1831. 
As  near  i.s  have  bcti  ab’e  to  asceraain 
.Mr.  A leii’.-i  s liny  from  tliC  s>.te  con- 
vention was  8.00,  from  church  .<200, 
and  the  si-c  r,d  yar  one  hundred  from 
the  C'lnc'.-nti- n,  t'le  third  year  lie  had 
his  tiie  Wvod  iu  additiin.  There  is 
ini'iiiion  of  a Sunday  school,  but 
wbether  it  w-.as  a permanen*.  organiza- 
tion of  tlie  cli'irch,  run  tlie  entire  year 
is  quite  dou'-tful.  We  tiud  that  the 
cliurcli  at  tlie  oiit-et  plac'd  itself  cn 
r'-coi'il  as  a nii.ssirnary  church,  and 
througii  ific  yi'ar.s  they  have  maintained 
in  quite  a marked  degree  this  standard 
of  a Now  T stauiont  church.  After 
the  clo-e  of  the  pastorate  of  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Alli-n,  the  churcli  seems  to  have 
been  without  a pastor,  for  several 
months;  then  the  Rev.  John  L.  La- 
tlianr  settled  as  pastor,  hut  only  re- 
mained about  eight  months.  The  next 
pastor  was  H-mry  C Vo;rell.  Tr.is 
pastorate  began  in  .July  1833.  It  was 
end'-d  Felrruary,  183C,  lasting  about 
two  years  and  eiglit  manths.  During 
this  pastorate  the  growtlr  of  the  church 
was  quite  marked,  tlroagh  by  letter 
rather  ibaii  by  baptism,  forty  nine  hav- 
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lig  united  by  letter  and  sixteen  by  bap- 
sm,  but  we  find  that  quite  a iiuuiber 
ere  dismissed.  During  this  pastorale 
le  disoipliue  of  the  church  was  re 
)rtcd  to  for  the  first  time,  and  several 
celuded,  so  the  net  gain  was  not  large, 
’e  now  for  the  first  time  find  posiii've 
roof  from  the  records  that  a Sunday 
jihoolis  sustained  during  the  entire 
I ear,  with  an  average  attendance  of  30, 
'lis  year  36.  Ihe  church  reports  over 
ICO  ns  its  beiievolLuces.  This  same 
i?ar  plans  were  adopted  and  an  ofTort 
ade  to  pay  off  the  mortgage  iadcht- 
idess  on  the  church.  It  was  an  effort 
swever.  without  reaching  the  desired 
*sults,  for  ihe  moihgage  iteht  was  not 
incelcd.  These  years  ISli.^  '36,  seem 
• have,  been  years  of  great  auin.iion 
Mieenitng  the  tcmiioral  interests  of 
to  church.  \Vc  find  that  during  these 
ssrs  the  advisability  of  building  a par- 
tnage  is  agitated,  and  it  seemed  an  as- 
tred  thing  at  one  time,  th.ai  a parsou- 
le  would  be  built,  under  a geiicrous 
le.r  made  by  Abraham  Taync,  who 
ten  owned  the  tract  of  laml  through 
hieh  Clinton  street,  now  runs.  An 
jreement  had  been  made  with  the 
ustees  of  the  church  that  ho,  Abm- 
sm  Payne,  would  build  a substantial 
ame  house,  costing  .SGOO,  above  this 
3 would  make  all  outside  nec"'8ary 
nprovemeuts,  properly  grade  the  lot 
3d  then  deed  it  to  the  society  fop  $600 
le  aclnnl  cost  of  the  hnilding,  but  a 
isparnging  and  somewhat  bitter  re- 
lark  made  by  the  pastor,  Mr.  V'ogoll, 
roke  the  contract,  and  wc  repeat  what 
le  Rev.  M "Wright  has  well  .said,  and 
) by  this  .act  depriving  (lie  church  of  a 
ood  parsonage  and  possibly  an  adviin- 
igeous  location  in  later  years  for  a 
ouse  of  worship.  Saps  Mr.  Wright  I 
sve  been  unable  to  locate  definitely 
ist  where  this  lot  was  situated  between 
all  street  and  the  railroad,  but  be- 
eve  it  to  be  the  lot  where  the  Wesley- 
1 Methodist  church  now  stands.  The 
isemcut  of  the  church  was  used  for  a 
me  as  a dwelling  place,  the  tenant 
.’sing  caro  of  the  church  for  the  use  of 
10  basement.  Karlier  the  basement 
ad  been  used  as  a school  room,  used 
y District  No.  2,  as  it  was  then  called, 
at  daring  Mr.  Vogell’s  pastorate  it 


was  fitted  up  for  its  legitimato  use  as  a 
prayer  and  conference  room.  Follow- 
ing Mr.  Vogell’s  pastorate  was  that  of 
the  itev.  Jwhn  Jcflrce.s,  lasting  about 
two  years,  and  though  tliere  weroquito 
a number  of  adilitioiis  both  by  letter 
and  baptisms,  the  church  but  barely 
held  her  own,  so  many  removing  to 
other  places.  'I'he  church  reporting  at 
the  close  of  this  pastorate  iu  the  fall  of 
1838,  only  78  members.  Rut  about 
this  time  Jacob  Knapp,  one  of  the  must 
noted  evangelists  of  that  day,  c.ame  to 
labor  with  the  cliurcli.  He  was  with 
the  church  about  five  weeks,  I’tie  en- 
tire communiiy  was  stirred  as  it  had 
never  been  stirred  tmforeupon  iheqm  s 
lion  of  personal  salvation.  The  con- 
gregations were  so  largo  that  a scaf. 
folding  was  erected  along  the  entire 
length  of  llie  sonth  side  of  tiio  cliurcli, 
some  20  feet  wide.  Ii  wa.s  built  on  a 
level  with  the  base  of  the  windows,  the 
windows  all  taken  out  on  that  sitio  of 
the  c.liuich,  that  those  on  the  outside 
migtu  be  able  to  hear,  and  so  scores 
and  hundreds  night  after  night,  listened 
to  the  great  prenclicr,  seated  or  stand- 
ing on  the  outside  of  the  building. 
Nearly  200  conversions  were  reported, 
66  uniting  wiili  this  chureli  the  last  of 
September  and  38  more  before  the  close 
of  the  winter  months,  making  94  ad- 
ditions to  tile  cliurcli  by  baptism.  As 
the  result  of  these  meetings,  'he  mem- 
bership was  now  more  than  doubled 
and  that  within  a period  of  less  tliaa 
si.x  mouths.  Tlie  Sunday  school  re- 
ported the  year  before  an  average  of  60 
it  was  in  this  winter  of  1839,  tliatllev. 
Z'  lms  Freeman  becomes  pastor  of  the 
church.  He  must  have  been  a man 
possessed  of  great  social  gifts,  as  well 
ns  a (rue  Christian.  With  some  rich 
experiences,  now  iu  the  very  vigor  of 
life,  he  served  the  chnrch  as  pastor 
three  years,  coming  as  ho  did  in  the 
midst  of  such  wonderful  and  blessed 
ingatherings.  Coming  to  a rejoicing 
and  united  people,  we  are  aot  surprised 
to  find  his  pastorate  a prosperous  and  a 
happy  one  During  this  pastorate  116 
were  added  to  the  church  by  baptism 
and  60  uuited  by  letter,  and  the  mcm- 
borship  reported  to  the  association  iu 
1841  was  237,  but  the  growth  of  the 
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Sunday  school  was  more  marked.  la 
1839  reporting  an  average  attendance 
of  200,  and  in  1840,  nearly  300,  with 
two  branch  schools  with  an  eiiroiluient 
of  60  each.  This  indeed  was  the  gold- 
en period  of  Sunday  school  work,  at 
least  as  regards  numbers,  in  the  history 
thus  far  of  this  cliurcli.  but  sad  to  have 
to  report  that  these  halcyon  days  were 
of  short  duration,  for  in  1841,  the  next 
year,  we  find  a marked  falling  ofl,  only 
one  school  is  reported  now  and  that 
with  an  avera_e  of  only  200.  During 
1839  and  1840  wc  ate  loki  in  the  rec- 
ords, of  the  large  attendaneo  of  the 
Sunday  afternoon  convenant  meuiings, 
and  that  in  the  month  of  August,  1810, 
120  were  present,  and  during  ttiejo 
years  the  benevolences  of  the  cluirch 
kept  pace  with  their  growtli;  $300  as 
benevolence,  reported  iu  1839  and 
$418  16  in  1840,  thn  largest  amount 
ever  given  in  one  yc.sr  for  benevolence 
by  the  chure.h.  Rright  record  indeed. 
Would  that  we  could  have  it  without  a 
cloud,  even  the  bigness  of  a man’s  hand 
overshadowing  this  pastorate.  Rut 
alas  I alas!  if  we  would  be  true  to  the 
historical  setting  of  iliose  three  years, 
the  records  force  us  to  believe  that  thero 
was  zeal  at  times,  that  was  not  acconl- 
ing  to  knowledge.  The  home  Uiiarecs 
of  the  ehurcli,  during  this,  the  moat 
prosperous  period  of  lier  history,  were 
most  fearfully  and  .shaniefnily  neglect- 
ed. It  ever  becomes  the  ehiireli  as 
well  as  the  individual,  to  be  just  biiforo 
overgenerous,  that  she  may  preserve 
her  honor  aiid  integrity.  It  was  dur- 
ing the  pastorale  that  proceedings  are 
commenced  for  the  foreclosure  r.f  the 
$300  mortgage  and  unjiaid  interests 
amounting  now  to  sonietliing  ovr  $400 
against  the  cliureli  We  are  glad  to 
find  however,  that  the  proceedings  were 
slopped,  llie  debt  paid,  one  man,  (leo. 
H.  McClarv,  paying  $270  of  this 
amount.  During  the  three  years  of 
Mr.  Ireeman’s  pastorate,  special  ser- 
vices were  held  each  day  by  a noted 
evangelist.  In  1840,  evangelistic  scr 
vices  were  conducted  by  Kldcr  She.r- 
down,  lasting  Several  weeks,  when 
more  than  one  hundred  conversions 
were  reported,  about  sixty  uniting  with 
the  Baptist  church ; and  this  year  V. 


Sullivan,  a sailor,  was  licensed  by  the 
church  to  preach  the  Hospel.  After 
the  pastorale  of  Uev.  Mr.  Freeman,  the 
church  seems  to  have  been  without  a 
pastor  for  a few  months.  During  this 
time  a call  was  extended  both  to  the 
Itev.  I.  S Rhckus  and  N.  Raker,  but 
for  some  r(:ason  not  stated  in  the  rec- 
ords both  declined  to  accept.  A call  is 
then  extended  to  Kcv.  E.  II.  I’inney. 
It  is  aceci  pted  and  he  remains  as  pas- 
tor of  the  church  for  about  two  years. 
The  records  show  no  advancement  in 
chiircb  lire,  either  in  its  temporal  or 
spiiitual  welfare  the  fiist  eighteen 
months.  The  discipline  of  the  church 
is  resorted  too  and  during  the  first 
eighteen  months,  100  arc  either  dis- 
missed by  letter,  excluded  or  urepped, 
and  less  than  two  short  years  before 
rC[>ortirig  as  benevolences  upward  of 
$400,  now  comparatively  notliing.  In 
18 12,  polities,  and  especially  Uic  ques- 
tion of  slavery  agitated  the  chutcii,  and 
in  ttie  month  of  July,  1852,  a resolu- 
tion was  passed  by  the  church  ri  fusing 
to  admit  slave  hohlcrs.  or  their  en- 
liglitencd  apologists,  and  s)  mpathizers 
to  their  pulpit  or  their  commnnion.  and 
a little  later  a resolution  is  pa-sed 
ag.aiiist  the  use  or  trafilc  of  intoxicat- 
ing liquors,  and  that  unfetmented  wine 
only  he  used  at  the  Communion.  Early 
in  llic  year  1813.  tlie  pastor,  E.  11. 
I’iiitiy,  witli  quite  a number  cif  tlic 
church,  joined  ix  artily  in  the  l>elicf  and 
teaching,  that  the  second  coining  of  oor 
l.ord  would  take  place  tn-forc  the  close 
of  the  year.  Rec.ausc  of  this  belief  and 
teaching,  special  meetings  were  hegnn 
early  in  tins  pear,  w ith  niarki  d results, 
as  far  as  additions  are  concerned  equal- 
ing anything  in  the  past,  Ijutthi.s  large- 
ly accounted  for.  without  di'iiht,  be- 
cause every  scrnioii  was  now  a most 
earnest  effort  to  convince  the  hearer 
that  Christ's  second  ap[)earin_,  and 
that  for  the  jucguient  of  the  world, 
wou'd  take  jdace  b<  fore  the  close  of 
the  year  1843.  During  tliis  year  not 
far  from  125  were  tiaptized  into  the 
fcllowstii[)  of  tliis  church,  and  the 
church  now  reported  the  greti'est  num- 
ber that  she  has  ever  reported  during 
her  history,  242  members.  At  a busi- 
ness meeting  December,  1843,  the 
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church  voted  to  cinsure,  and  if  nted 
be,  disciptiue  auy  church  member,  wlio 
should  bo  guilty  of  pubdsliiiig  among 
the  ur.godiy  aud  Nvorluly  the  business 
trausaclions  of  the  church  met  tings. 
Ke»n  disappoiiitmeiil  and  llio  fslse  po- 
sitiou  held  by  Mr.  I’inuey  and  a large 
number  of  his  supiovtirs,  and  which 
they  had  so  pcrsistar.tly  advocaled, 
when  the  j ear  passed  away  and  tucir 
teachings  had  betu  proven  false  by 
Christ  not  appearing,  as  thci  had  so 
positively  dcciatcd  he  would.  Mr. 
Finney  did  not  re-c.'Uivass  his  grcuiid 
aud  come  buck  to  a sound  Seiipiur.al 
basis,  or  to  loyalty  to  Huptist  principles 
and  teachings,  or  if  having  chang.sd  his 
views  so  they  no  longer  harmonized 
with  those  of  the  Ihvptisi  denomiu.'ition, 
one  ot  whose  pulpits  lie  occupied,  ho 
should  have  stopped  dovvn  and  out  at 
cucp,  but  no,  he  remained  until  Sunday 
morning,  February  24lli,  1844,  when 
culminated  this  erroneous  teaching 
that  had  taken  possession  of  the  mind 
and  hearc  of  the  pastor,  and  which  tho 
church  had  allowed  to  go  on  uncln’cked 
On  thi.s  Sunday  moinitig  Mr.  I’inncy 
enteicd  the  Baptist  pulpit  for  tlv,  last 
time,  h.aving  handed  in  his  resignation 
the  day  before  to  take  tfifcct  ca  the  fol- 
lowing day,  Sunday.  Ho  preached  a 
most  egotistical  and  scalhiitg  sermon, 
hurling  awful  clu'rges  agaiii.st  the 
church,  denouncing  her  as  Btdo  Ion,  a’l 
Christian  churches  were  plt.ccd  to- 
gether. His  to.vt  was  Rev.  18:4, 
“And  1 beard  another  voice  from  heav- 
en saying.  Come  out  of  her  my  people, 
that  ye  be  not  partakers  of  her  sin.s, 
and  that  ye  receive  not  of  lier  plrgm  s,” 
and  then  calling  upon  all  who  were  de- 
sirous of  escapitig  impending  dsng(:r 
and  coming  pl.agucs  to  follow  liim,  he 
seized  his  hat,  stepp'  d down  from  the 
pulpit,  leaving  the  church,  for  the 
churche's  good,  but  not  nnlil  ho  bad 
done  the  church  an  irreparable  damage. 
Fifty  three  members  unwist  ly  followed 
his  example,  influenced  by  his  rash 
statements  and  went  out  with  him  like 
sheep  without  a shepherd,  not  knowing 
whither  they  went,  and  many  others 
through  the  persuasion  of  Mr.  Finney 
and  friends  who  had  already  gone  out, 
left  the  church,  and  so  not  far  from  80 


members  withdrew  from  the  ehurch  as 
the  result  of  this  movement  ' ii  ili<  part 
of  Air.  Finney,  and  the  cliureli  was 
compelled  to  pass  through  the  greati  st 
trial  of  her  history  ihus  far,  ami  fiom 
whicli  siie  has  not  yet  luily  rerovireil. 
But  lew  cliurehcs  could  have  homo 
such  a trial  and  survived,  as  Mr.  Fin- 
ney n'lnained  here  until  hb  death, moic 
than  leu  years  after,  firm  iind  unwav- 
ering ill  his  new  faith  until  the  end, 
and  .seeking  most  earnestly  at  all  times 
to  letid  as  many  of  his  former  flock  to 
Mc’tptliis  views  as  pos.sible.  After 
t'ji.s  dai  k p.ige  of  the  church  lii»tory  we 
And  quite  u long  period,  covering  m ire 
than  a year,  wiicii  the  records  are  si- 
lent as  regards  chu’-ch  life,  and  we 
almost  wonder  that  t .0  broken  threads 
were  ever  again  taken  up  and  tliat  the 
pulse  life  ot  the  church  should  begin 
to  beat;  but  in  the  late  sununer  of 
184.5  a call  is  extended  to  the  Rev.  N. 
Baker,  who  was  t!ie  pastor  of  the 
Waterloo  ehureli.  to  become  pastor  of 
this  church,  preachiug  here  lu  the  after- 
noon. Three  years  before,  when  the 
church  Was  in  her  glory  and  strength, 
for  .some  reason  the  call  then  extended 
to  him  was  refu.sed ; but  now  whi  n in 
her  det  pest  humihition,  few  in  numbers 
shorn  of  her  strength,  ho  accepts  the 
call.  Tlie  Waterloo  church  is  soon 
given  up  and  for  nearly  four  years  he 
serves  this  cluirch  as  pastor.  He  h.ad 
vc'y  muon  to  coiiieml  with,  not  only 
causi  d by  the  scliism  tli.al  liad  nearly 
wieeked  the  ehurcIi,  but  also  because 
of  the  had  manageniciit  of  the  church 
finances.  Two  of  the  previous  pastors 
had  only  been  paid  in  part.  A most 
faithful  p.'istor,  but  with  so  much  to 
contend  with,  but  liUle  advancinncnt  is 
made  in  tiic  meiuberahip  of  the  cliurch, 
tliougn  miudi  is  done  in  bringing  about 
a better  fi  eiittg  and  quickening  the 
spiritual  life  of  the  church-  The  next 
pastorate  is  tl.at  of  Rev.  J.  B.  Burnett. 
He  remained  only  a few  months,  and 
in  May,  1849,  Kov.  II.  H.  Hafl  is  called. 
Ho  bcgi.is  his  pastorate  in  June  and  re- 
mains until  August,  1850 — his  pastor- 
ate lasting  about  four  months.  Noth- 
ing of  great  note  is  recorded  during 
this  short  pastorate.  And  during  the 
next  two  yoars,  1851-2,  the  records  are 


very  meager,  but  enough  is  given  to 
know  that  during  this  lime  ibo  church 
had  at  least  two  settled  pastors,  the 
Kcv.  Win.  Frary  and  the  Bcv.  Win. 
Le'rgeit.  Two  were  baptised  into  the 
church  by  each  of  the  pa-ters.  The 
U-v.  N.  Baker  tlieii  supplied  the  church 
lor  a time  During  this  time  the 
records  were  revised,  and  the  member- 
ship now  reported  is  101.  A call  was 
now  extended  to  M.  W.  Holmes  to  be- 
come pastor,  but  for  some  reason  not 

stated  wiihdrawn,  and  Rev.  J.  R.  W hit- 
man, who  was  living  in  the  vill-gc  «nd 
a incmber  of  ihc  churdi,  acted  as  a sup- 
ply tor  some  mouths.  In  February. 
1854,  Kcv.  J.  V.  Fitman  became  pastor 
of  ib’e  cbiirch.  coiUiiiuing  bis  jiasiorale 
ft  little  over  two  years,  and  wlule  the 
benevolences  of  the  church  wore  coip 
siderahly  increased  and  six  baptized 
into  the  fellowsbip  of  the  church,  there 
seems  to  have  been  no  net  gain  in  the 
mciiiber.ship.  but  a loss  during  ilicsc 
years,  as  the  church  n ports  m the  fall 
of  '56,  a ineinbcr.sbip  of  but  90.  In 
November.  1855,  Bcv.  Ira  Smitb  was 
called  to  the  pastorate  of  this  chume b 
Of  this  pastorale,  ibc  Kev  Mr.  W right 
says  of  the.  first  four  months  we  bud  no 
record,  nothing  is  said.  We  might  wish 
we  could  find  nothing  afterwards; 
but  not  so.  Gross  charges  of  immor- 
ality arc  preferred  against  him  He 
is  dismissed  from  the  church.  Going 
forth  to  make  trouble  elsewhere— set- 
tling in  Kenosha,  Wis  . where  he  was 
excluded  from  the  febow.ship  of 
church  and  from  the  pastorale,  bim 
downward,  as  ever  must  bu  the  cour.,e 
of  any  church  with  such  a pastor  and 
the  church  now  reports  on’y  80  "lem- 
bers.  Late  iu  the  year  o. , C. 
became  pastor  of  the  church,  only  o 
remain  about  eight  inonts.  And  m 
December  ’59  Kev  William  Rees  ac 
cepts  a call  from  the  caurch  to  the 
pastorate.  This  pastorate  lasted  about 

Tyears  and  was  without  doubt  a suo_ 

ceiful  one.  Harmony  was  estab  ished 
while  more  were  added  to  Iho  chute 
than  in  the  ten  years  Prooc(h»g, 
tnc  church  now  repo.ts  a mcmbeTship 
of  116.  And  the  bunday  school  has 
doubled  since  its  last  report, now  report- 
ing in  1861,  an  average  attendance  of 


lOO.  It  is  during  this  pa.storatc  that  a 
new  cliiireh  binding  is  agiiat-  d,  but  it 
resulied  in  repairing  the  old  building 
at  the  cost  of  about  SDOO.  Rev.  t errw 
Scott  Wr.s  the  uexl  ps-lor,  n.-minally 
from  April ’02  until  Juno  '67,  or  for 

Bomeibing  over  live  years;  but  of  this 

lime  he  was  away  as  chai)  am  in  ttie 
army  for  belter  than  two  years,  so  that 
a little  over  three  years  of  actual  ser- 
vice  was  given  to  the  church.  And 
while  thirty-one  were  baptized  and 
united  with  the  church  there  was  no 
gniii  in  number,  but  a net  loss  of  six- 
Veen,  for  after  revi-iog  the  records  the 
church,  in  ’CG  reports  but  one  hundred 
members.  In  the  year  '67  a conimittee 
was  appointed  to  try  and  raise 
for  llie  purpose  of  purclnsiiig  a pirsoii- 
«ge,  but  t'  C parsonage  failed  to  mater- 
ialize; and  the  saino  in  regard  to  a 
committee  appointed  about  the  same 
time  to  sec  if  a lot  c mld  be  secured  for 
the  erection  of  a new  church  building. 

After  Mr.  Seolts  resignation,  in ’6i , a 

call  was  given  to  two  d.flercnt  men, 
but  both  refused  to  accept,  doublles' on 
account  of  salary,  though  for  the  first 
time  in  the  history  of  the  church  thus 
far  a Mr.  Crane  is  c.'dlcd  at  a salary  of 
*1  000  Ihc  chnrch  building  was 
seemingly  incured  for  the  first  "* 

1867.  It  was  in  the  fall  of  07  that 
Ira  Bennett  became  pastor,  his  pastor- 
ate la-ting  about  three  years.  It  was 
during  this  pastorate  that  t.ie 
church  bui'dieg  was  ... 

building  is  about  45  fe.-t  m wid.h  and 
72  in  length,  excbidve  of  'J'e 
which  adds  an  addiiio.oal  U feet.  Iho 
corner  stone  was  laid  in  summer  of 

1858,  and  the  dedication  took  place 
March  4th.  18C9.  W.  H.  Maynard 
preaching  the  dedicatory  serm^nn.  I his 
Lise  of”  worship,  o A-ide  of  th®  ‘o‘ 
cost  ahntit  S12,000  About  |3,000 
was  raised  by  subscription  and  -SJ.OOO 
was  secured  by  a inor  gagc  loan.  As 
look  back  over  this  history  and  note 
,l,c  membership  of  the  church,  only 
aboull00.it  must  have  been  a great 
unilcriakiiig.  calling  for  faith  h''"®?* 
sacrifice  on  the  part  of 
may  be  wrong,  but  we  think  a g.cat 
mistake  was  made  in  thiju 
grand  self-sacrificing  effort  made  by 
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this  people  had  not  been  to  the  construc- 
tion of  their  church  building  on  the 
north  side  of  the  river.  As  an  iieiu  of 
interest,  and  causing  more  or  less  of 
speculation,  revealing  somewhat  of  Im 
man  nature  on  at  least  two  sides,  we 
Slid  that  in  the  winter  of  I8G9  the  Kev. 
Mr.  Burnham,  a noted  evangelist,  had" 
ocen  holding  extra  meetings  for  three 
3r  four  nights  wills  the  expectation  of 
lontinnmg  for  two  or  three  weeks  at 
east.  The  house  w.as  already  crowded 
and  considerable  interest  manifested. 
When  on  this  evening,  the  third  or 
fourth  in  the  series  of  meetings,  an 
ilarm  of  tire  was  sounded  and  quite  a 
arge  number  went  out,  which  was 
luite  natural.  Whereupon  iMr.  Burn, 
lam  c.ainc  down  from  tlie  inilpii,  re- 
:used  to  go  ou  with  the  service,  and 
larly  the  next  moriiing,  notwithstand- 
ng  he  was  urged  to  remain,  left  the 
rillage.  The  eflect  eaii  readily  be  im- 
igined.  The  opportunity  was  lo.st,  and 
t was  not  only  humiliating  but  quite  a 
tet-bacic  to  the  church.  In  Oet  ther, 
.870,  B.  F.  (i.''.rficld  became  pastor  of 
he  church.  This  pastorate  lasted  a 
ittic  over  two  years  During  this  pas- 
orate  tlie  liouso  purchased  in  Bayanl 
tre^t  at  the  time  of  the  building  of  the 
;hurch,  three  years  before,  was  re- 
laired  at  an  expense  of  about  $2n0, 
md  came  into  use  as  a parsonage.  On 
petober  1st,  1873,  Willium  K.  Wiight 
iiegan  his  pastorate.  At  this  time  the 
hiirch  reeords  were  carefully  revised 
I .nd  the  church  reports  but  sixty-nine 
luembers,  while  the  indetitedness  of 
I he  church  at  this  lime,  all  told,  is  re- 
I toiled  as  .'?4, 675,  somewhat  of  a dark 
lutlook.  Tlie  eliurch  is  assisted  two  or 
I hree  years  by  the  state  convention  in 
he  support  of  the  pastor,  Ihe  debt  is 
ilecreased  somewhat  and  niiieh  good 
I nd  lasting  work  accomplished  dining 
ihis  pastorate.  It  was  the  longest  pas. 

I orate  of  any  within  the  history  of  the 
I hurch  up  to  this  time — a little  over 
jive  years.  There  were  lifty  nine  addi- 
lions  by  baptism.  In  1874  Ihe  pa.stor 
ras  assisted  in  a series  of  meetings  for 
i everal  weeks  by  his  undo,  the  Bev. 
iV.  C.  Wright,  and  as  a result  of  these 
; oeetiiigs  thirty  united  with  the  church 
nd  in  '76,  twenty-seven  as  a result  of 


the  E.  P.  Hammond  meetings.  The 
membership  was  doubled  during  this 
pastorale,  reporting  at  its  beginning 
sixty  nine  and  at  its  close  one  hundred 
and  thirty-nine  members.  JJuiing  the 
year  '76  the  use  of  the  bapistry  is 
loaned  to  the  Congregationalists.  And 
this  year,  1876,  ihe  church  was  reor- 
ganiz' d under  the  new  centennial  trus. 
teetlaw.  In  tlio  baptisms  of  the  year 
one  was  baptized  nearly  eighty-eight 
years  of  age,  without  doubt  the  oldest 
person  received  by  baptism  during  the 
entire  history  of  the  church.  And  this 
year,  1877,  the  ehnrch  reports:  Valu- 
ation of  cluirch  property,  $15,000 
mortgage  debt,  .$1,000;  floating  debt, 
.$2,000;  enrolled  in  the  Sunday  school, 
168  ; churcli  members.. .p  121.  In  the 
year,  1878,  the  church  votes  to  loan  its 
baptismal  roties  to  both  the  Presby- 
terian and  iMethodist  societies.  The 
mortagage  bebt  of  .$1,000  now  coming 
due  at  the  close  of  ’77,  aud  the  church 
liaviiig  a floating  detit  of  .$2,000,  it  is 
voted  to  n)ortf;age  the  church  property 
for  $2,000,  $1,000  to  pay  oft  the  old 
mortgsge  and  $1,000  to  pay  on  the 
floating  debt.  The  choir  about  this 
time  was  moved  from  the  gallery  to  its 
present  position  at  the  left  of  the  pul- 
pit. There  seems  to  have  been  a re- 
action set  in,  since  the  E.  P.  Ham- 
mond meetings  for  says,  tlie  Icttei  of 
the  church  to  the  association,  thc>c  lias 
not  been  in  years  so  much  worldliness 
in  the  clinrcli  as  during  the  past  winter. 
The  prayer  meetings  of  the  church  are 
poorly  attended,  the  congregation  small 
and  the  linaneial  obligations  against  the 
cluireli  have  increased  somewhat  The 
Itev.  Mr.  Wright  resigns  in  November 
1878,  and  Kcv.  K.  E.  Williams  is  at 
once  called  to  the  pastorate.  lie  re- 
mained but  six  niontlis.  Of  this  short 
pastorate  little  is  saiil.  He  was  greatly 
admired  as  a preaclicr  and  as  acultured 
Christian  gentleman.  No  additions 
are  made  to  the  church  and  tlie  fiiian- 
ci.al  obligations  of  the  clinrch  eonlinne 
to  grow.  On  the  first  of  .lanuary, 1880, 
the  Rev.  II.  B.  Montgomery  became 
pastor  of  this  chnrcli.  His,  too,  was  a 
short  pastorate,  lasting  only  thirteen 
months,  but  renoarkable  in  this,  that  be 
sucoeeding  in  securing  pledges  at  home 
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and  abroad  suflicient  to  meet  the  entire 
mortgage  debt  and  interest. 
this  he  richly  merited  and  received  the 
heartfelt  gratitude  of  Hie  church  an 
society,  la  vote  to  this  tfteet  being 
recorded  on  the  books  of  the  e lurc  i 

In  .May,  1881,  Ib-v.  -lohn  Bilchrisl  be- 
came pastor.  Under  this  pastorate 
there  was  some  friction  in  Hm  church. 

It  led  to  the  exclusion  of  one  or  more 
members  and  the  withdrawal  of  seveiai 
others.  The  pastor  at  once  resigned, 
and  closed  another  pastorale  of  e.-s 
than  two  years.  The  church  was  iho 
supplied  for  a few  nionilis  by  Rev . J. 

J.  Phelps.  A call  was  given  Kev. 
Seward  Robson.  Accepted  and  he  l.C- 

CHiiie  the  pastor  of  the  church  IKvcm- 

ber  1st.  1882  He  temaimd  as  ps-ior 
a little  over  four  ye:'''*-  Ih'rly  num 
were  added  to  the  cliur.  li  by  l)apli-in. 
Durin.o-  this  pahloratc,  hi  iSb'*. 
district  sccre'ary  of  the  sfdc  couvctiiion 
Rev.  Mr.  Brooks,  assisted  the  pas  or 
in  evangelist  services  for  several  w.-eks 
There  had  been  a continuous  rummig 
behind  in  the  pastor’s  salary,  and  at 
the  time  of  bis  resignalmii  the  cliinch 
was  obligated  to  their  pa^mr  to  le 
amount  of  over  $750.  lu  J'‘»"  '« 

Rev.  James  (Irani,  a student  in  iho 
Rochester  seminary,  is  eall.-d  as  a sup 
ply.  Tliis  is  Hie  year  ’88.  and  on  . l.i, 

Ut,  1880,  the  Rev.  S..1.  White  becomes 

pastor.  Though  but  few  eonveis.ons 
are  reported  and  something  n u iic 
volenccs  ousldc  of  the  home  fled,  yet 
few  the  cliurclies  and  few  tbn  pastors 
that  made  the  sacrifices  that  this  church 
mu.st  have  made,  and  the 
well,  to  leave  on  record  the  fact  that 
nearly  $1,400  had  been  raised  during 
the  first  year  of  Mr.  'Vhhe’s  pastorate 
the  Rev.  Seward  Robinson,  the  for 
pastor,  paid  in  full,  though  church 
was  owing  him  more  than  $400  when 

this  pastorate  began.  And  so  at  the 
assoclational  gathering  hdO 
ber  1890,  the  church  report*  that  they 
are’practically  out  of  debt,  but  In  their 
present  condition,  unable  longer  to 
meet  the  running  expenses  ot  tlie 
church,  and  appealing  to  the 
county  missionary  coinmittoes  to  Umw 
what  can  be  clone.  On  ^Jlh. 

1891,  it  was  voted  to  have  the  secre- 


tary of  the  Bapti-l  State  roiivention 
visit  the  fi- M ami  Imda  im-ionary 
couvcniioii  with  this  church.  Such  a 
convention  wa,  h-!d  and  was  th  mshl 

to  be  of  real  l.roCl  to  me  church  Ihe 

Rev.  S.  11.  White’s  p'lsK.rab:  end-d  m 
July.  1851,  he  hiving  b-n  p'-th^ 'A 
die  church  a little  over  two  years  I ho 
chuivli  was  again  Wl  liout  a pa-’or  and 

was  on  y snsiamed  part  of 

ii.e  time,  and  this  by  -upidics.  But  on 
NovembT  3mh,  l8’Jl.a  meeting  is 
CH  led  for  the  purp.  so  of  ‘‘-c  I”  " 

and  calling  a pastor,  so  a'.vi-cd  b)  the 
State  convculnm  a-  d U-e  m.-s.„nary 
coininlltee  of  the  O .lario  1.  q;'.mt  as 
s-wiaiion.  At  this  inccti-  g U de- 

cided to  extend  a call  to  the  lod.  K-  • 

I„n.r  il,.;n  of  .Manchp-ter,  N.  •'"-'-d 

a cal.  is  extended. 

aecppl.  Anottier  rnccting  i-  hal.ei  I r 
January  12m  t-  lake  under 
liontlie  advisabbily  of  "1?^ 

call  to  Rev.  J.  Cody,  an  1 by  a vote  of 
u,,  d,uroU  i.  L.  no.d..  -..■•"J 

the  call.  And  on  Janmuy 
third  am!  smiPar  meeting  , 

lake  into  consideration  tlm 
of  extending  a call  to  tlm  R'  ' . 

Newlaiul.  men  of  Ulift'Ui  Spring*.  ’ • 

V A vote  is  taken,  and  in  the  lett  r 

sent  notifying  him  of  ‘'f 

the  chure.li,  it  was  stated  that  1'“; 
was  unanimous  in  cxt'  n'.mg  ^ 

call  and.  whether  wisely  or  unwisely. 

the  pre-c'A  of 

c-pled  it,  commencing  his  labors  Apri 
1st,  1892.  Of  this  pa-toram  we  ne  _d 
to  say  little.  H is  not  finished  as  y e. 
But  as  it  already  covers  a P*'"  J*! 

nearly  twelve  ‘"‘'f  • . ' ^v 

double  Hint  of  any  otl.er  in  the  ndory 
of  ihceburcb,aml  aa  it  .*  a InsUiry  < d 
church  life  you  have  asked  for  m tins 
namir.  a hrlf  summary  of  the  presen 
pjtor  a work  with  this  church  cannot 
be  out  of  place.  During  these  twelve 
years  it  has  not  been  all  s»'ishine  J 
have  had  some  cloudy  and  dark  day 
discouragement;  and  yet  on  the  who! 
it  has  been  a happy.  and  we 

trust,  in  some  small 
ous  pastorate  thus 
pastorate  began  the 

gave  a membership  of  110  Tb®  pr« 

;nl  pastor  has  baptised  into  the  church 
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fellowship,  132;  70  have  been  re- 
ceived by  leller.  The  present  member- 
ship of  the  church  is  238,  the  largest 
number,  with  the  exception  of  the  one 
year,  1843,  ever  rei)orted  by  this 
church.  In  briefly  summing  up  the 
history  of  the  First  Baptist  cliurch  of 
Seneca  Falls,  N V,,  beginning  in  1828 
we  find  tliat  the  church  has  a history  of 
seventy-five  yerr.s  Twenty  three  past- 
ors  Tl'.e  shorte.st  pastorate  was  that 
of  Hev.  Mr.  Willi«m'»,  lasting  only  six 
uiontlis;  the  longest  that  of  the  present 
pastor,  now  nearly  twelve  years;  the 
next  longest,  that  of  the  Ilev.  ^Vm.  B- 
Wright,  a little  over  five  years  Wo 
give  the  names  and  length  of  each 
pastorate:  1,  Orsamus  Allen,  3 years  9 
months;  2,  Henry  C.  Vogeil,  2 ycar.s  9 
months;  3.  John  JefTres,  2 years;  4 
Zenas  Freeman,  3 yo.ars ; 5,  K U. 
rinney,  2 years  1 month;  C,  Nathan 
Baker,  4 years;  7,  W.  H.  II'll,  1 year 
2 months;  8,  U’m.  Frary.  1 year;  3, 
J.  B.  I’itman,  2 years;  10.  Wm.  Leg- 
gett I year  2 mouths;  11,  Ira  Smith,  8 
months;  12,  C.  C.  Hart,  7 month.s : 13, 
Wm.  Rees,  3 years;  14,  Ferris  Scott,  5 
years  4 months:  15.  Ira  Bennett,  2 
years  10  months;  16.  B.  F.  Garfield,  2 
years  3 months;  17,  Wm.  R.  Wnght, 
5 years  3 months;  18.  R.  E.  Wililams,  6 
months;  19,  B.  R.  Montgomery.  1 
year;  month  20,  John  Gilchristt,  1 


year  11  months;  21,  Sowaid  Robinson 
4 years  4m()iiilis;  22,  S.  II.  White, 
2 years  3 months;  23.  S M.  Newland. 
11  years  9 months:  years  of  pastoral 
service.  64  years  8 monflis;  average  2 
years  10  mouths.  Nearly  eleven  years 
of  its  history  the  church  has  been  with, 
out  a regular  pastor  There  has  been 
been  no  uniform  salary,  and  it  has 
been  from  S2.50  to  $1,000.  Not  far 
from  700  persons  have  been  baptised 
into  the  church  during  its  history  and 
about  400  have  been  received  by  letter. 
There  v/erc  14  constituent  members, 
so  not  far  from  1,100  pei-sons  have 
been  coanectcii  with  this  church  during 
its  history.  The  l"rgest  number,  as 
already  stated,  in  the  ntoinbership  of  tho 
church  w.a.s  at  the  close  of  1813.  when 
the  church  reported  a membership  of 
242;  the  smallest  tiumbrr  sitioe  tlio 
first  partorato,  69,  in  the  year  1873. 
To-day  the  church  reports  238  mem- 
bers, the  Sunday  school  the  largest 
sinco  the  year  1842,  or  within  a p-'riod 
of  utorc  than  sixty  years;  free  from 
deb!,  not  by  any  means  sati.sfiod  or 
aeconiplisliing  what  she  should,  but 
united  and  a mcasui-e  of  prosperity  at- 
tending the  clTorisof  pa.stor  and  people, 
for  which  wo  give  praise  and  thanks- 
giving to  Almighty  God^  who  we  be- 
lieve has  led  us  thus  far,  and  we  look 
forward  hopefully  into  the  future. 
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